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Iraq complains to Iran over Kurds 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq ha* made - lormal protest to 
Ira« for allowng a team of Dutcli foreign ministry offi- 
cials to rater Iraqi Kurdistan from its territory, the Iraqi 
press reported on Saturday. Iraq lodged the complaint at 
the Iranian embassy here, alleging that Iran helped the 
H^lecarion cross into Iram TCnr’riictnn r . ▼ 
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violation of the territorial integrity of Iraq” according 
io the press. It added that it held Iran responsible for the 
border violation, and that it would take “whatever 
actions were necessary” to defend its territorial integri- 
ty. Iraqi Kurdistan has been free from Baghdad’s con- 
trol since the end of the 1991 Gulf war, but in August 
last year the Iraqi government reestablished some 
influence in the region by forming an alliance with one 
of the two controlling Kurdish groups. 
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Arab Bank pic Investment Funds 
AB CAPITAL GUARANTEED FUND 

Managed by Arab Bank pic, Singapore the scheme offers 
security’ on capital invested while giving exposure to high 
yielding financial instruments 

Applications will be accepted 13/2/97 - 24/3/97 
For more information please contact our International 
Private Banking 

Amman Tci : 703625 Fa 7036 08 

Singapore Tel : (065) 5330055 Fax: 5322150 
London Tel : (44 171) 3158585 Fax: 6002617 


Visit nur website’ on the Inturnul at lUln://'vu\v .urubl):mK.ci>m! 
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v AMMAN (J.T.j — His 

..lifi'iiv. Ro y a j Highness Crown 

prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Saturday rejected Israeli 
claims to Jerusalem us the 
“eternal and united capital” 
of the Jewish state aod said 
that Jordan’s position on 
the Holy City was based on 
international law which 
does not recognise the 
acquisition of territories 
through war. 

Prince Hassan told 
reporters after attending a 
regular Cabinet session 
along with His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah that 
Jerusalem is pan of the 
Arab Palestinian territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967 
‘.and its unilateral annexa- 
tion of Jerusalem was inad- 
missible under international 
law. 

As such, Israel’s annexa- 
tion of Jerusalem is null 
and void, said Prince Has- 
san, who said in response 
to a question that he raised 
the issue of Jerusalem in his 
recent European tour 
because Israel was“ voicing 
v.»mt cut anew its claim to Jerusalem 
“‘ :; ™ I 1 as its /‘eternal capital” 
j i-< • ‘ ihc rep - ahead of the visit of Israeli 

j Prime Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to the United 
States. 

In addition to the political 
dimension of Jerusalem, the 
Crown Prince also 
! addressed the municipal 

j \\'' :*> \l i'i — • dimension warning against 
Israel’s attempts to drive 
Jordanian citizens in 
Jerusalem awav from the 
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Regent reiterates Jordan's 
rejection of Israeli claim to 
all of Jerusalem as capital 
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Prince Hassan , speaking after Cabinet meeting, says 
^ his talks in Europe focused on peace and economy 
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. : .i\ ..iter '’^Europe in first trip 


city. 

As for the religious 
dimension, the Crown 
Prince emphasised the need 
for the followers of the 
three Abrahamic religions 
to participate in creating a 
spirit of cooperation and 
coexistence in the new mil- 
lennia and not restrict the 
marking of this historical 
event to celebrating its fall. 

This participation should 
reflect that Jerusalem is 
alive with its Arab citizens 
and inhabitants, he said. 

The Crown Prince, who 
visited France last week, 
said the French position on 
Jerusalem is in harmony 
with the international law 
in which the Kingdom's 
position is rooted. 

An independent Palestin- 
ian state must have a con- 
tent and this content is to 
have Jerusalem as its capi- 
tal, he said. 

Prince Hassan, who 
returned home late Friday 
after visiting France and 
Switzerland, said that in 
his meetings with French 
leaders that he discussed 
the plight of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

Prince Hassan reiterated 
in comments to reporters 
what he asserted in Paris 
about Jordan’s stand which 
demands Iraq to comply 
fully with international 
legitimacy and all United 
Nations Security Council 
resolutions. 

But the Crown Prince 
pointed the need to focus 


on the human situation in 
Iraq, saying that for the last 
six years, the international 
media has almost complete- 
ly failed to report on the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

■ Prince Hassan also point- 
ed out that out of the Iraq's 
S3S6 million oil revenues 
under" the oil-for-food deal, 
only SI 13 million reach the 
Iraqi people. “Our stand is 
clear:' We demand the 
international legitimacy be 
applied in fairness,” said 
the Regent 

Prince Hassan, whose 
talks with French and Swiss 
officials tackled the need 
for dealing with the Middle 
East as a region, pointed to 
the need for regional sys- 
tems which would address 
absolute issues of common 
concern such as water, the 
enviomment and human 
resources. 

This region is in need of 
cooperation among its 
countries as a whole and 
not just through bilateral 
economic,'" cultural amt 
political frameworks, he 
said. “If we are to achieve 
this, we need the Arab 
League, the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council and public 
and private institutions to 
rise to the challenges. In 
addition we need meetings 
among Arab leaders to pass 
this transitional period to a 
achieve that goal,” he 
added. 

Prince Hassan said that 
for years there has been 


dependence on the United 
States as the only super- 
power in the world. But 
there is a growing necessity 
for more cooperation, espe- 
cially with Europe which is 
ready to pursue stronger 
economic ties with the 
region. The Prince also said 
that regional frameworks 
should replace the bilateral 
channels through which 
countries of the region deal 
with other parts of the 
world and the rest of the 
world deal with area. 

Prince Hassan said he dis- 
cussed with French and 
Swiss officials on convert- 
ing Jordan's debts into 
investment funds, adding 
that Jordan is seeking 
strategic partners to help 
the country carry out pro- 
jects in the telecommuni- 
cations sector and cement 
industry and projects to 
exploit the minerals of the 
Dead Sea in addition to 
energy and oil refineries. 

Prince Hassan noted the 
success of the economic 
reform programme -which 
the International Monetary. 
Fund (IMF) considers a 
model case of economic 
rehabilitation, adding that 
new projects which the 
Kingdom is studying are 
estimated to have a value of 
$5 billion. 

But the Prince stressed 
the need for the media to 
accurately report news and 
information, saying that 

(Continued on page 7) 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on Sat- 
urday left Washington for 
Rome, where she is to begin 
her first international tour as 
head of U.S. diplomacy. Ms. 
Albright's plane took off 
from Andrews air force base 
near Washington shortly 
after noon (1700 GMT), a 
base spokesman said. Dur- 
ing a marathon trip through 
Europe and Asia ending on 
February 25, the nation’s 
first woman secretary of 
state is scheduled to meet 
with officials in Rome, 
Bonn. Paris, London and 
Tokyo, as well as Moscow 
and Beijing. 

Egypt, Palestinians 

t „ to study free trade 

n k/v 

CAIRO (AFP) — Palestin- 
> ian and Egyptian officials 
will hold talks next week to 
discuss setting up a free 
trade zone on the Egyptian- 
Gfaza Strip border to boost 
meagre bilateral trade, offi- 
cials said Saturday. Essam 
Farrag, first under-secretary 
of stale at the Egyptian 
Trade Ministry, said the 2 one 
would be discussed at a 
meeting of the Egyptian- 
Palestinian joint economic 
committee on Tuesday. He 
said the meeting of the com- 
mittee, set up under a Janu- 
ary 1994 cooperation 
accord, would be held in 
Cairo and presided over by 
Egyptian Finance Minister 
Nawal A1 Taniawi and Pales- 
tinian International Coopera- 
tion Minister Nabil Shaath. 
kV . .Mr. Farrag said that as well 
, J 35 the subject of the free 
zone at Rafah, the commit- 
tee would also consider 
expanding an accord giving 
the movement of foodstuffe 
preferential treatment 
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Syria ready to restart 
talks ’tomorrow 1 if Golan 
Heights will be returned 

Sharaa: Netanyahu mounting anti-Syria 
campaign with his missile allegations 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Syria is ready to resume 
peace talks with Israel 
‘'tomorrow" if the Jewish 
state agrees to relinquish 
the Golan Heights, Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa said Saturday. 

Mr. Sharaa also accused 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu of 
seeking to mount 
international opinion 
against Damascus by 
claiming it has a massive 
arms programme. 

“Syria does not adopt 
intransigent positions, does 
not distance itself from the 
peace process and there is 
no massive Syrian arma- 
ment plan as Netanyahu 
claimed in the United 
States to mount 
international public opinion 
against Syria,” Mr. Sharaa 
said during a visit to Cairo. 

During his visit to Wash- 
ington this week, Mr. 
Netanyahu accused Syria, 
as well as Iran and Iraq, of 
arming themselves and 
urged the United States to 
prevent them from acquir- 
ing long-range missiles. 

“Dominant countries like 
Iraq and Iran and for that 
matter Syria, are arming 
themselves feverishly with 
ballistic missiles, are 
preparing warheads, chemi- 
cal and biological and if 


Iraq and Iran had their way, 
nuclear warheads.” he said 
on Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu held talks 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton this week and said 
he was prepared to discuss 
peace with Syria but not 
from the position of the 
previous Israeli govern- 
ment. 

. Syria is demanding the 
return of the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in 
1967, in exchange for a 
peace treaty, which Mr. 
Netanyahu has refused. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria was 
"ready to resume negotia- 
tions from tomorrow if 
Israel respects what has 
been agreed,” referring to 
the commitment by Israel’s 
former Labour govern- 
ment’s to a withdrawal 
from the Golan to 1967 
borders. 

Mr. Sharaa, in Cairo with 
Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
was speaking after a meet- 
ing with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, Prime 
Minister Kamal Ai Ganzuri 
and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. 

He said be gave to Mr. 
Mubarak a message from 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad about the results of a 
recent tour by Syrian offi- 
cials to several Arab coun- 


tries. 

A journalist close to Mr. 
Mubarak, Makram 

Mohammad Ahmad, on 
Wednesday wrote in the 
weekly newspaper Al 
Musa war that Syria had 
convinced Arab countries 
not to accelerate normalisa- 
tion with Israel despire the 
landmark Hebron accord. 

The January 15 agree- 
ment handing control of the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
to the Palestinians was the 
first breakthrough in the 
peace process since Mr. 
Netanyahu took power in 
June and was expected to 
lead to progress on other 
tracks. 

Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
reportedly came to an 
unwritten understanding 
with Syria to return the 
Golan Heights in exchange 
for peace with Syria. 

Israel broke off those 
talks last year after a spate 
of bombings and Mr. 
Netanyahu has said the ear- 
lier understanding was not 
binding on his government. 

Syria has said it will only 
reopen negotiations based 
on the earlier talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu promised 
Friday in Washington to 
‘"take note” of territorial 

(Continued on page 7) 



CANNONS FROM TEXAS: E.H. "Smitty" Schmiedlin, a volunteer archaeological steward, inspects eight cannons 
that were discovered at the site of Fort Saint Louis, considered to be the first European settlement in TeNas. The can- 
nons, which marked the site of an ill-fated colony founded by French explorer Robert Cavelier de La Salic as he 
searched for the mouth of the Mississippi River in 16S5, were unearthed earlier in the week (Reuters photo) 



Ibrahim Bakr 

Ibrahim 

Bakr 

passes 

away 

By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special lo ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ibrahim 
Bakr, one of the most 
prominent figures in the 
contemporary Palestinian 
struggle, passed away on 
Saturday after four years 
of battle with cancer. 

Bakr, who once served 
as an official spokesman of 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and 
member of Executive 
Committee, was a bitter 
critic of the PLO chairman 
and the Oslo accords. 

Bom in the city of Nasir- 
ah in the north of Palestine 
on Jan. 24. 1924, Bakr 
obtained his degree from 
the Law Institute of 
Jerusalem in 1950 and a 
diploma in law from the 
same institute in 1951. 

Bakr began his training in 
Jordan as a lawyer in 1950 
and became a member in 
the Jordan Bar Association 
(JBA) in 1952. 

He served as the presi- 
dent of the JBA twice, 
from 1977-79 and from 
1979-81. 

Bakr lived in Jerusalem 
and RamaJlah after Israel 
occupied the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967. 
and was well-known for 
leading a lawyers’ strike in 
ihe West Bank after the 
“annexation” of Arab East 
Jerusalem by Israel in 
1967. 

Bakr was also a member 
of the Royal Commission 
that drafted the National 
Charter. 

He wrote several books 
and articles concerning 

(Continued ou page 3f 


PNA renews warning against 
settlements on eve of new talks 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) on Satur- 
day renewed its warning 
against Israeli plans to 
expand Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank on the eve 
of a new round of peace 
talks. 

“The settlement policy 
casts serious doubt on 
Israel’s desire to continue 
the peace process." the 
Palestinian cabinet said in 
statement issued after its 
weekly meeting. 

“The Palestinian National 
Authority has sent a series 
of communiques to Israel 
on this subject without 
receiving a response.” the 
cabinet said, adding that 
"the settlements will be the 
priority in these negotia- 
tions." 

The talks, to be held on 
Sunday al a kibbuiz near 
Jerusalem, will be headed 
by Mahmoud Abbas, Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat's top deputy, and 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 

Mr. Arafat also warned 
Israel on Saturday not to 
“gamble” with Middle 
East peace by expanding 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied Arab lands. 


“The current Israeli gov- 
ernment gambles with the 
peace process if settlement 
activity is increased." Mr. 
Arafat told reporters in self- 
ruled Jenin in the West 
Bank. 

Eight joint committees 
were due to open talks on 
Sunday to deal with the fine 
points of a 1995 peace deal, 
including arrangements for 
Palestinian sea and air 
pons, a “safe passage" 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza, economic and civil 
affairs and “people to peo- 
ple” cooperation. 

“We hope there will be 
quick accomplishments," 
Mr. Arafat said. 

The sides agreed to the 
talks as pan of a U.S.-bro- 
kered peace agreement in 
January that saw 80 per 
cent of the West Bank town 
of Hebron handed over to 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat called on Israel 
to respect a March 7 dead- 
line for the first of three 
planned Israeli withdrawals 
from West Bank rural areas 
slated to end by mid- 1 998. 

“We hope that Israel will 
implement its promises.” 

Some 130.000 Jews are 
scanered amid more than 
two million Palestinians in 


settlements built in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Palestinians fear Israel 
will try and accelerate 
building in occupied areas 
in advance of ihe future 
pullbacks and “final status" 
peace talks, due lo begin 
next month. 

“We view with great 
alarm the Israeli steps that 
not only are a violation of 
the agreement but are a sign 
of ill-will and are preempt- 
ing the outcome of the per- 
manent status issues." 
Palestinian Higher Educa- 
tion Minister Hanun 
Ashrawi told reporters after 
a cabinet meeting on Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Arafat said Palestin- 
ian prisoners still remaining 
in Israeli jails would be 
released "very soon... as 
what happened with the 
women prisoners." 

Israel released 30 women 
prisoners earlier this week 
under a peace deal. Pales- 
tinian sources say some 
3.000 prisoners remain 
imprisoned. Israeli sources 
put the finure closer to 
2 . 200 . 

"We arc facing serious 
challenges. The obstacles 

(Continued on page 3) 


Proposed F-16 deal could be 
jeopardised, Saudis warn U.S. 


DUBAI i AP) — Saudi Arabia 
will take its muhibillion dollar 
shopping list for warplanes 
elsewhere if the United States 
tries to link future sales of 
U.S.-made fighters with Israeli 
security concerns. Saudi 
defence officials said Saturday. 

After talks with visiting 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton un 
Thursday pledged an 

'unshakeable commitment* 1 
to Israel's security and to 
maintaining the Jewish state's 
military' edge in the Middle 
East. Mr. Netanyahu later told 
the Pentagon he was con- 
cerned about the Saudi's inter- 
est in purchasing 100 U.S.- 
made F-16 fighters. 

The statements were not 
well -received in Saudi Arabia, 
the defence officials in the 
Saudi capital Riyadh said. 

"If our leaders feel that there 
is U.S. reluctance to sell them 
equipment, they will go else- 
where." .said one official. He 
and otliers insisted that their 
names not be used. 


They noted that the kingdom 
was looking at a variety of jets, 
including French Mirage fight- 
ers. British Tornado aircraft 
and the U.S.-made F-I6s. 

The Saudis are seeking to 
replace 1 14 obsolete U.S.- 
made F-5 jets currently used 
by the air force. 

The leading American sup- 
plier is Lockheed Martin 
Corp.. and Ihe deal is potential- 
ly worth about SI 5 billion, lf it 
goes through, it will be one ol 
the last great military sales 
before the end of rlw century. 

U.S. and Saudi officials 
reportedly have held prelimi- 
nary' talks on pice and avail- 
ability of the new jets. 

The F-16 deal was expected 
to be discussed during a visit to 
Washington later this month 
by the Saudi defence minister. 
Prince Sultan. He will be the 
highest ranking Saudi to \isit 
the United States in recent 
years. 

But Saudi Arabia's Arab 
Times newspaper quoted 
Prince Sultan this week as sav- 
ins lie would not discuss die 


fighters. 

Officials in the kingdom said 
Prince Sultan and other senior 
Saudis had been angered by 
U.S. disclosures of the poten- 
tial sale even before Mr. Clin- 
ton's remarks. 

Israel apparently is con- 
cerned about the deal because 
the jets would significantly 
enhance the Saudi air force's 
ground -attack capability. 

Western intelligence officials 
sty Saudi Arabia already has 
CSS-2 intermediate range niis- 
j.iles. which can be fitted with 
nuclear warheads and arc 
capable or reaching Israel. 

The Saudis ha\e made size- 
able weapons purcliases in the 
past decade, and most Western 
countries want to be con- 
tenders for the contracts. 

In 19SS. the kingdom signed 
a single 1U billion sterling 
pounds iS17 billion) arms deai 
w ith Britain and has spent tens 
of millions of dollars on other 
weapons >imv. 

Saudi Arabia and the United 
Stales I luxe been close allies 
for more than live decades. 
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Nateq Nuri 
gains 70 
deputies' 
support in 
bid for 


presidency 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
majority of deputies in 
Iran’s parliament assembly 
have pledged their support 
for parliamentary speaker 
Ali Akbdr Nateq Nuri in 
presidential elections due 
in the summer, one mem- 
ber said Saturday. 

“One hundred and seven- 
ty deputies have signed a 
letter of support for Mr. 
Nateq Nuri's candidature,” 
Mohammad-Reza Bahon- 
ar. an influential deputy in 
the assembly office, was 
quoted as saying by gov- 
ernment newspaper Iran. 

The Iranian parliament, 
dominated by right-wing 
Islamic conservatives led 
by Nategh Nuri’s Associa- 
tion of militant clergy, has 
270 members. 

The speaker is also 
backed by the ruling Shiite 
Muslim clergy to replace 
current President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. who 
is in his second terra and 
cannot run a third time, 
under the constitution. 

Rafsanjani’s moderate 
supporters lobbied hard for 
an amendment to the law to 
enable him to run again, 
but they faced stiff opposi- 
tion from conservatives. 
He first came to power in 
1993. 

The date for the presiden- 
tial poll, a general election, 
has yet to be fixed but is 
expected to be held in June. 

Mr. Nateq jVuri, 53, is 
close to Iran’s spiritual 
leader Ali Khamenei, and 
has been nominated for 
the post by influential cler- 
gymen in the holy city of 
Qom in central Iran, who 
have a large say in the 
Islamic republic’s political 
life. 

Other presidential candi- 
dates are former Culture 
Minister Mohammad 
Khatami, former Informa- 
tion Minister Mohammad 
Mohammadi Rey Shahri 
and Reza Zavarei. a top 
judicial advisor who is 
close to the conservatives. 

Mr. Khatami, who was 
minister for culture and 
Islamic orientation from 
1982 to 1992. is now an 
advisor to the president and 
director of the national 
library. 

Mr. Reyshahri is Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei's representa- 
tive on a pilgrimage organ- 
isation and is also the pros- 
ecutor of a special court 
charged with judging mem- 
bers of tire Shiite clergy. 


Tti. 7731H-19 


20-20 .... 
21:10 .... 
22:00 .... 

Babylon-5 

Doc. — Tycoons 



.... 

23:00 .... 




PRAYER TIMES 

04:56 

06:14 

Fajr 

Ils50 

Dhuhr 

14:57 

— ‘Asr 

17:26 


18:43 

' Isha 


St- Marv of Nazareth Church 
SweifielC Tel. 810740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
633785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 



DRUZE PROTEST: Druze men wearing traditional dress surround a statue in the middle of their village of Majdal 
Shams on the Golan Heights on Friday as they protest against Israeli occupation . The men, waving a Syrian flag, 
demonstrated on the 15th anniversary of the extension of Israeli law to the Golan Heights which the Jewish state 
seized from Syria in die 1967 war (Reuters photo) 


Turkish side slams Greek-Cypriog 
approval of Russian missile deal | 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkisb-Cypriot leadership 
on Saturday accused 
Cyprus’ Gieek-Cypriot par- 
liament of threatening 
peace in the region by 
approving the purchase of 
Russian missile systems. 

“The latest move clearly 
shows the true and bad 
intentions of the Greek 
Cypriots,” said the prime 
minister of the self- 
declared Turkish-Cypriot 
state, Dervjs Eroglu, in a 
written statement received 
in Ankara. 

“The deployment of 
Russian missiles in south 
Cyprus not only signifies 
the malicious intent of the 
Greek-Cypriot side toward 
us, but also constitutes a 
threat against peace and 
stability in the Eastern 
Mediterranean,” Mr. Eroglu 
said. 

The Cyprus parliament on 


Thursday unanimously 
approved the 1997 defence 
budget of more than $400 
million, clearing the way to 
buy the S-300 ground-to-air 
missiles from Russia — a 
deal that has infuriated 
Turkey. 

The budget covers a 
deposit for the missile sys- 
tem which is set for deploy- 
ment on the divided island 
in mid- 1998. 

Turkey, which has threat- 
ened to use force to prevent 
the missiles’ deployment, 
has yet to make an official 
response to the parliament's 
decision. 

Tension on Cyprus, which 
has been divided since 
Turkey invaded the north- 
ern third in 1974 in 
response to a coup in 
Nicosia engineered by 
Greece, has been intense 
since the announcement of 
the missile deal in January. 


The United Sms, 
alarmed by the detenopijL 
ing situation on the ho|& §y.- 
militarised island, .s Aiapn. 
envoy to the regirofft 
dampen down lensiodph 
Washington cond&jpgetf 
the missile deal, b mjjjy 
spoke out strongly 
Turkish threats. f 
After buying arouB^b 
tanks and exocet nrifispes 
from France, the 
Cypriots have tunHsas|*$ 
Russia as their maig^as 
supplier. In Ocfi5&^ 
Moscow delivered thfc^jrst 
of a consignment of .4&.T- 
80 tanks worth lST^jgiJ, 
lion. V 

Turkey has around 30,000 
troops and 400 U.S.-made 
tanks stationed in northern 
Cyprus, where the Tuikish- 
Cypriot leadership set up a 
breakaway republic in 198A 
that is recognised only by 
Ankara 


Rushdie says several attempts 
have been made on his life 

Iranian clergyman insists fatwa will be carried out 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
British author Salman 
Rushdie has said that sever- 
al attempts had been made on 
his life since Iran called eight 
years ago for his murder on 
grounds of “blasphemy” and 
he hit out at British plans to 
hold a trade fare in Iran. 

“I have been given to 
understand on a number of 
occasions over ihese years by 
the Foreign Office that there 
have been these attacks, yes. 
There is no question of it 
This is not a theory,” Mr. 
Rushdie said in an interview 
with the BBC. 

An Iranian religious leader 
said, meanwhile, death sen- 
tence against Mr. Rushdie 
was still valid and would be 
“executed," despite govern- 
ment attempts to distance 
itself from the affair. 

“This decree has not been 
executed and in the mean- 
time remains valid." Ayatol- 
lah Javadi Amolo, a key reli- 
gious leader in Iran’s Islamic 
government, was quoted as 
saying in several official 
Iranian newspapers on Satur- 
day. 

The remarks made during 
Friday prayers at the Shiite 
Muslim holy town of Qom, 
south of Tehran, came after 
the Iranian religious founda- 
tion Khordad-15 on Wednes- 
day raised the bounty on Mr. 
Rushdie's head from two to 
$2.5 million. 


But President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani immedi- 
ately distanced himself from 
the "foundation, saying it was 
“a non-governmental organi- 
sation and its decisions have 
nothing to do with the gov- 
ernment's policies.” 

Iran’s late spiritual guide 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomei- 
ni issued a fatwa, or religious 
decree, on Feb. 14. 19S9, 
condemning Mr. Rushdie to 
death for allegedly insulting 
Islam in his book "The 
Satanic Verses.” 

“No one can think that the 
death of Ayatollah Khomeini 
l June 19S9) makes this fatwa 
invalid.” Mr. Amolo said, 
adding that Mr. Rushdie's 
book was pan of a “conspir- 
acy” by Britain, which he 
described as "an old colonial 
power.” 

Over the last few days to 
mark the eighth anniversary 
of the death decree against 
Mr. Rushdie, many of the 
most conservative elements 
in Iran’s Islamic establish- 
ment have renewed calls for 
the fatwa to be implemented. 

Iran's elite Revolutionary 
Guards vowed Thursday to 
carry' out the death sentence 
against Indian-born author, 
who has been living under 
police protection in Britain 
for the last eight years. 

"The world's Muslims con- 
sider Rushdie to be an apos- 
tate and will not tire until 


they have carried out the 
imam’s decree,” the guards 
said in a statement. 

In his interview with the 
BBC on Friday. Mr. Rushdie 
said several attempts had 
been made on his life since 
Iran called for his murder. 

“I have been given to 
understand on a number of 
occasions over these years by 
the foreign office that there 
have been these attacks, yes. 

' There frno question 7 of iL 
■ This-K- flora theory,” -he -said. 
J ~The' authdr also rejected 
Mr. Rafsanjani ’s attempts to 
distance his government 
from the move in another 
interview with CNN on Sat- 
urday: “They don't tell the 
truth. It’s the least trustwor- 
thy government in the 
world. " 

The fatwa stirred an uproar 
in the West and caused fric- 
tion in relations between Iran 
and Europe, prompting the 
European Union (EU) in 
1992 to keep exchanges of 
political delegations with the 
Islamic republic at low lev- 
els. 

The Iranian government 
has said it wants to resolve 
the Rushdie affair and 
pledged not to seek out the 
writer. But it refuses EU calls 
to lift the fatwa on the 
grounds that it is a religious 
decree and “untouchable.” 

The issue remains sensitive 
in Iran, where Islamic hard- 


liners have warned against 
any compromise and vowed 
to sabotage any initiative to 
settle the case. 

The British government on 
Wednesday called on Mr. 
Rafsanjani to condemn the 
reward offered to end Mr. 
Rushdie’s life. 

But it is going ahead with 
plans to participate in a trade 
fair in Tehran in April, 
despite strong objections 
‘ : ' ! from Mr. Rushefie^and hrs 
' Supporter^ ' in ’Britain. ' 

The Foreign Office said it 
saw "no conflict” between 
the trade fair and Britain’s 
stance towards Iran on the 
Rushdie affair. 

“Our position is clear on 
Rushdie.” a spokeswoman 
said. She said “critical dia- 
logue” was still the European 
Union's policy towards Iran. 

Mr. Rushdie told BBC if he 
were to be murdered “what 
would the message be? It 
will be that even the mighty 
West, the most powerful 
countries in the world are not 
able to defend their own citi- 
zens against the threat of fun- 
damentalist Islam. 

“If they can’t do it, if Eng- 
land can’t do it. what chance 
have Bangladesh. Nigeria. 
Turkey of doing it. 

“If Rushdie can't be pro- 
tected. what is the chance of 
anybody else who wants to 
speak his mind?” he said. 


Indonesia minister denies 
report on prostitutes 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian Manpower 
Minister Abdul Latief has said there are no 
Indonesian prostitutes in Saudi Arabia, the 
Kompas newspaper reported on Saturday. 
Mr. LatieFs comments contradicted those 
of Ministe for Women’s Affairs Mien 
Sugandhi, who last week said she would 
go to Saudi Arabia soon to look into the 
plight of “hundreds” of Indonesian women 
working there as prostitutes. “It is not 
true.” Mr. Latief said on Friday. ”1 will not 
lie about it.” The newspaper gave no fur- 
ther details. On Monday, the Republika 
newspaper quoted the Saudi ambassador to 
Indonesia. Abdullah Abdul Rahman Alim, 
as also saying that no Indonesian women 
were working as prostitutes in his country. 


and Assistant Foreign Minister Ji Peidiog. 
The two countries established diplomatic 
ties in early 1992 and signed an economic 
cooperation accord later the same year. 
Although Beijing has not hesitated to crit- 
icise Israel over its handling of relations 
with Palestinians or its Middle Eastern 
neighbours in the last year, the two sides 
enjoy friendly ties and growing bilateral _ 
trade. 


New Iranian police 
commander appointed 


Kuwaiti petrol stations 
step up security 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP') — Petrol filling 
stations in Kuwait are being fitted with 
bullet-proof glass to protect cashiers from 
armed assault in this normally quiet coun- 
try. the operating company said on Satur- 
-day. *rrhe peirol.stations were die. target of. 
iseyeraPassaults injhe |ast twoy<eap,” said*, 
a spokesman for the state refiner and dis- 
tributor Kuwait National Petroleum Com- 
pany (KNPC). He said cashiers had been 
threatened with guns although none were 
injured, adding that the cashiers were 
“instructed not to resist.” The spokesman 
said bullet-proof glass is initially being fit- 
ted at the cashiers’ booths io 55 of KNPC’s 
85 petrol stations, but would eventually be 
fitted in all outlets across the country. 
Crime levels in the oil-rich Gulf Arab 
states, including Kuwait, are low by 
international standards, but Kuwait wit- 
nessed several armed robberies and shoot- 
ings last year that have shocked the coun- 
try. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Saturday 
appointed a senior officer in the country’s 
Revolutionary Guards to head the cooun- 
try’s police force, Radio Tehran reported. 
General Hedayat Lotfian is to replace 
General Reza Seifollahi. who has com- 
manded the police force since 1993, the 
radio said. The radio said Gen. Lotfian was 
a senior officer in the Pasdaran. or Revo- 
lutionary Guards — the formidable force 
created after the 1979 Islamic revolution 
to complement the regular army. However, 
it gave no father details about the new 
. pofice qhief. pis predecessor has come in 
for criticism in recent months over rhie 
failure’ of the police to confront Iran's bur- 
geoning crime rate. 


Iranian police seize 
480 kilos of morphine 


Chinese vice-premier 
heads for Israel 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese Vice- Premier 
Li Lanqing left from Beijing Saturday for 
an official visit to Israel, the official Xin- 
hua news agency reported. He is heading a 
delegation that includes Vice Minister of 
Trade and Economic Cooperation Liu 
Shanzai, the director of China’s general 
administration of customs. Qian Guanlin, 


TEHRAN (API — Security Forces seized 
486 kilogrammes of morphine following 
an armed clash with drug traffickers 
in southeastern Iran, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported Saturday. 
The agency quoted an unnamed security 
official as saying troops dashed with the 
traffickers on Friday in the city of Saravan, 
near the border with Pakistan. It said the 
smugglers, who were armed with rocket 
launchers and rifles, fled the area after thf 
crash. Security forces also confiscated 42 
kilogrammes of illegal drugs in central 
Iran. ERNA said that in one instance, the 
drug traffickers swallowed opium to try to 
prevenr its detection. Large drug hauls are 
common in Iran, which lies along a route 
used by smugglers in neighbouring Pak- 
istan and Afghanistan to transport drugs 
such as opium, hashish and heroin to Gulf 
Arab states and beyond. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:08 ....Cartoon — Jonny Quest 
14 JO Cartoon — Problem Child 

15:00 French Programme 

16:00 Due. — Global Family 

16:30 Energy Express 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Doe. — Our World Their 
World 

17:15 AH Our Children 

18:00 Trench Programmes 

19:30 _ News Headlines 

19:35 Comedv — Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air 

20:00 Doc. — World Echo 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba 2)8/23 

Deserts - —.00/19 

Jordan Valley 07/22 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 15. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: Amman 34 per cent, 
Aqaba 27 percem. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Sunny and warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temperar 
hires becoming 3-4 degrees centi- 
grade above average and winds 
southeasterly moderate. On Mon- 
day. temperatures are expected to 
rise further. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
culm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Za waideb .736011 

Dn KhaldounAsfour ....799440 

Dr. BUalAJSajed ..._ S902S0 

Dr. AuniAlHawamdeh 832356 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Ai Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy' 644945 

Shmelsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade- 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police- 843402 

Traffic Police ....896390 

Public Security DepL- 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints- 661 176 

Wjot& Sewerage Cornpkarts .JS7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

—787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs ...661 101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan ,...774 [ 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


ERBED: 

Dn Mazen Abu Baker _552206 

Al Quds pharmacy — — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akrani Haddad 985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


University Hospital .. -.845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdaii —666126/37 

Al-AhlL Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Array. Marka .- 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital — — -674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

-.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(.03)314111 


always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (527001 


01:25 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 - Aqaba tRW) 

18:55 —Tel Aviv (RW) 


1^:35 Moscow (SU) 

2L25 „ Cairo (MS) 

02:30 — Amsterdam (KL) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

Royal Wing iRW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba tRW) (departing 
from Marka Airport) 

20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:45 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

08:15 —Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 LamacatRI) 

09:15 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10*05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 JJoha. Bahrain (RJ> 

15:15 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

18:40 Frankfun (RJ) 

19l 30 ........ — Tunis (RJ) 

19:35 — Vienna (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

21:30 -Salzburg, Gratz (add) (RJ | 

23:30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

00-J0 Cairo (RJ) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Other Flights 


MinJMax. temp. 
Amman 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

.03/17 Civil Defense Department 661 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —8 1 38 1 ^32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akjleh Maternity. ....642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 


QUEEN ALIA 
international 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
international Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5. where a should 


.Tel Aviv (LY) 

.Bahrain (GF) 

— -Doha (Q7) 

.Moscow (SIT) 

-Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

London, Beirut (BA) 


03:00 - Jeddah (RJ) 

0S:I5 - Aqaba t add) i RJ) 

06:20 -- - Beirut (RJ) 

- Frankfurt (RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba. Salsbure. Gratz 
(add) (RJ) 

Tunis (RJ, 

- Vienna (RJ) 

J,*?™ Rome (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Jr;? - Athens (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJi 

New Delhi (RJ) 

-Damascus (RJ, 

-Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ, 

ffdS. - Cairo (RJ) 

"'J Aqaba (add) iRj> 

ZZ-10 -—Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

-Bangkok (RJ, 

m.™ " Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) i RJi 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Ctep. Airman ,.._£fl0 am way Monday 
Am Dautwas —5 A) pm euqy Ntonday, 
Dep. Damasas —730 am e* ey Sud^F 
Art Amman SiX) pjn. eway Stmday 


Market pric es 

Uppcnriower price in fils per kg. 


rtppie 

Banana 

700/500 

550/550 

Banana (iniponed).... 
Cabbaye 

.....920/750 

70/40 

Carrot ... 

220/150 

Cauliflower... 

250/150 

Cucumber (lame) 
Cucumber (small)... 
Eggplant 

....280/150 

450/250 

....180/100 


Other Flights 


S} London (KJ) 

mfs --Beirut (ME) 

rum -Tel Aviv (LY) 

WJ5 ....Damascus. London (Bai 
15 - Delia (GF) 


Fava beans 58U/550 

Gariic 

Grape fruit 170/100 

if mun 

Marrow (large) 250/140 

Marrow (small) 370/220 

Onion (green) 200/140 

Onion (dry) 200/120 

Orange 570W50 

ZZ.'" 950 / 700 , 

Fc Pl* r (hoi) 280/1-* 

Pfcpper (sweet) jsftQOtL 



J™ 6 * - 100/60 

Spinach 230/150 
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Jordan limes, Sunday, February 16, 1997 
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Sfaarifeh Zein Bint Nasser Saturday presents gifts to children in Ghor Mazraa in 
the Karak Governorate as part of a gift distribution programme begun during the 
Holy .Month of Ramadan 


ipister predicts intensive economic 
activity in 1997 




AMMAN 

Minister 


Ne« Iran i;in jinlict* 
comnuuuler appointed 
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(Petra) — 
of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb Saturday pre- 
dicted that this year the 
Kingdom is heading for 
intensive economic 
activity and the open- 
ing of new markets for 
its" products, largely 
due to Arab and foreign 
investments in the Jor- 
danian agricultural, 
industrial, and tourism 
sectors. 

In fact, the minister 
asserted, contrary to 
ress reports that some 
actories are reputed to 
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Sahab Industrial 
Estate, these factories 
are actually opening 
additional branches in 
other Arab countries. 
He added that the 
■ estate is fully occupied 
and that the govern- 
ment is planning to 
"'.establish 1 ' -additional 


ing goods to North 
Africa and is sending 
Jordanian economic 
delegations to Libya 
this month, and Algeria 
in March, he affirmed. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
that in Libya, Jordanian 
officials will encourage 
Libyan businessper- 
sons to establishing 
joint economic ven- 
tures in the Kingdom. 

The visit to Algeria is 
expected to result in 
the conclusion of an 
executive programme 
for the implementation 
of an agreement on 
trade exchanges and 
another on transporta- 
tion as signed late last 
year. the. minister 
added. 

He said a Jordanian- 
Sudanese joint commit- 
tee is slated to hold a 
meeting by the end of 
March to discuss eco- 
nomic 1 cooperation, and 


Israeli government. 

He stated that Israeli 
goods cannot compete 
with Jordanian prod- 
ucts which incur lower 
production costs. Mr. 
Abul Ragheb empha- 
sised that therefore 
there would be no dan- 
ger for Jordan in open- 
ing its markets to 
Israeli products. 

As for trade with 
Iraq, the minister said 
that with the recently 
concluded oil-for-food 
deal between Baghdad 
and the U.N.. Jordan 
could expect to sell 
more to its neighbour. 
He predicted that Jor- 
danian exports to Iraq 
in 1997 will rise above 
the JD350 million mark 
as stipulated in the 1997 
protocol. 

-Looking.., .;.at . ..the 


mdhsirial' cfties in all r ~ 'import anefexporf oper- ' : progress' on the much 


it 

K 1 


1 Mini an police sci/c 
4K0 kilos ol morphine 


i 1 Ills W 

Jv. k'i. 1 . 

i* MV. I ■ 
i; ~ . 

N.-w • \ v: 
Pv 

• 

Ji.U'.ii. »., l •> * 


.'■■h 

. »l |*lll1K «£»* 
;:.iifkLi-'| 

. i uiiiikL-;- 
i, iVik'u fcj- 
.iiui.iiwJ'-! 


governotates - to pro 
vide more opportuni- 
ties to investors. 

According to Mr. 
Abul Ragheb, slow 
trade and exports last 
year were primarily the 
result of competition 
among industrial firms 
producing products 
such as cooking oil, 
plastics, and alumini- 
um. 1 
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l.i .hcJ *"* ' - He said the govern- 
ment task force created 
to draw up a national 
economic strategy to 
stimulate exports, 
improve the investment 
climate and increase 
production is expected 
to finalise that strategy 
within two months. 

In the meantime, the 
minister said, other 
plans are in force to 
augment trade rela- 
tions. 

In that sphere the 
government is looking 
seriously into export- 


ations. 

Turning to 'economic 
ties with Palestine, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said that 
while Jordan is trying 
to overcome trade 
obstacles placed by 
Israel, it also hoped to 
augment the level of 
exchanges between the 
Kingdom and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). He 
added that the PNA is 
reconsidering econom- 
ic agreements with 
Israel "with a view to 
opening the way for 
Jordanian products to 
reach the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

Trade with Israel, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb admitted, 
was modest last year 
because of political 
developments, the 
restrictions imposed by 
Israel on the trans- 
portation of goods, and 
general protectionist 
policies adopted by the 


sought after Jordanian- 
European Union part- 
nership agreement, the 
minister anticipated 
that negotiations 
should come to a close 
in the coming three 
months. 

The Kingdom’s nego- 
tiations for joining the 
World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) are also 
proceeding in a timely 
manner, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said. 

In conclusion, the 
minister stressed his 
confidence that with 
the combination of the 
government's measures 
to reduce bureaucracy 
and facilitate proce- 
dures for new invest- 
ments the new invest- 
ment promotion law 
would definitely 

increase investments in 
Jordan. 




PNA renews warning against settlements 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

put in our way by the Israeli 
government are designed to 
bring us ro our knees.” Mr. 
Arafat said at a public rally. 

“The accords forbid any 
geographic or demographic 
changes in the Palestinian 
, territories, including East 
Jerusalem, during the inter- 
11® T im period (before the final 
status of the Palestinian ter- 

V ritories is agreed),' 7 Mr. 
?’ ■- Arafat said. 

i- He said Israel must 
„• (! “respect the autonomy 
£ accords and implement 
them precisely to ensure the 
Jf-- . success of the peace process 
i on the Palestinian and also 
.... 1 - the Syrian and Lebanese 
I - tracks.” 

j The two sides must tackle 
ft a range of thorny autonomy 
[■- issues, including Palestinian 

V demands for an easing of 
f economic and travel restric- 
P tions clamped on the West 
i Bank and Gaza Strip a year 
8 ago following a series of 
b suicide bombings in Israel, 
ft However, the Palestinian 
% cabinet said after its weekly 
t meeting that the settlement 
». issue would be at the top of 
it the agenda. 

'The settlement policy 


casts serious doubt on 
Israel's desire to continue 
the peace process,” the cab- 
inet said. 

A close advisor to Mr. 
Arafat warned Friday that 
violence would erupt if 
Israel goes ahead with 
buil ding in East Jerusalem. 

“I warn Israel that there 
will be a renewed wave of 
violence if it continues in 
building settlements,” said 
Nabil Abu Rdaina. 

The controversy centres 
on Israeli government pro- 
posals for 6,500 homes in 
the Har Homa district on the 
southern edge of East 
Jerusalem and 125 homes in. 
the centre of the Arab 
neighbourhood of Ras AI 
Amud. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whose categorical stance in 
favour of Israeli “sovereign- 
ty” over all of Jerusalem 
was a central plank of his 
election platform last year, 
angered right-wingers when 
he declined to grant final 
approval for the building 
projects at a meeting Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu's reticence 
appeared motivated by the 
fact that he was leaving the 


next day for Washington, 
where he held talks Thurs- 
day with President Bill Gin- 
ton. 

Mr. Clinton has made 
clear his objection to Jewish 
settlement activity in Arab 
East Jerusalem before the 
conclusion of the “final sta- 
tus” negotiations. 

In an interview with Israel 
TV Friday, Ml Netanyahu 
speaking from Washington, 
said only that be would dis- 
cuss Har Homa, ‘’very 
soon,” with cabinet minis- 
ters. 

Mr. Arafat on Saturday 
said a meeting of the Pales- 
tinian leadership overnight 
decided to launch a broad 
dialogue “with the aim of 
strengthening and reaffirm- 
ing our national unity.” 

“We have started the con- 
structuion of a Palestinian 
state and we are all set to 
reinforce national unity,” he 
said. 

During Mr. Arafat's short 
visit to Jenin, the Israeli 
army prevented Israelis 
from entering the town. The 
Palestinian leader returned 
to Gaza later Saturday 
afternoon. 


Kabariti exhorts 
public institutions 
to limit expenditures 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Saturday stressed 
that government institu- 
tions must keep expendi- 
tures within the limits of 
the 1997 fiscal budget allo- 
cations approved last 
December. 

In a circular issued to 
ministries and public 
departments yesterday, the 
prime minister urged that 
government offices work 
with . the Ministry of 
Finance Budget Depart- 
ment to control capital and 
current expenditures and 
prepare financial reports. 

According to the circular, 
the Public Comptroller and 
Audit Bureau should 
receive copies of these 
financial reports. The 
reports should include 
expenses incurred for 
water, fuel and electricity 
among other operating 
costs. 

Mr. Kabariti emphasised 
that the committees which 
earmark government 
department funds should 
ensure that no department 
commit itself to overspend- 
ing or making allocations 
for any projects without the 


approval of the Ministry of 
Finance. 

The circular urged depart- 
ment heads to promptly 
announce tenders for pro- 
jects planned for 1997 in 
order to make timely use of 
allocated funds and thus 
avoid re-allocating monies 
for outstanding projects in 
the following fiscal budget. 

Il said departments 
should coordinate with the 
Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing when plan- 
ning to conduct mainte- 
nance work. 

The prime minister also 
said that no department is 
permitted to appoint 
employees or purchase 
vehicles, equipment and 
machinery without prior 
approval from the Ministry 
of Planning, and the Budget 
Department 

He instructed government 
offices to submit detailed 
financial reports to the 
Ministry of Finance listing 
assets, available funds and 
expenditures. 

Mr. Kabariti also instruct- 
ed government deportments 
to seek the assistance of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces in 
implementing projects. 


Social safety net 
committees created 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment has created four 
committees to help imple- 
ment a government-spon- 
sored social safety net. 
Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hamad Abu 

Jamous announced Satur- 
day. 

The committees 

involved in the project 
cover financial aid for 
indigent families, the 

rehabilitation qf infra- 
structure services, loans to 
indigent families and 

funds, he said. 

This entails expending 
an estimated JD400 mil- 
lion over the next six 
years as part of a strategy 
to deal with poverty and 
unemployment in the 
Kingdom, he added. 

The government is antic- 
ipating financial assis- 
tance from donor nations 
and other sources in order 
to implement the pro- 
gramme through the 
National Aid Fund (NAF), 
the minister maintained. 

Ministry sources 

explained that the ministry 
hopes ro raise half of the 
projected JD 400 million 
from domestic sources 
and the rest from the 
above mentioned donor 
nations, the World Bank, 
the European Investment 
Bank, and the Arab Fund 
for Social and Economic 
Development 

Mr. Abu Jamous 
described a project. 


already prepared by the 
ministry, as directed 
towards improving the 
quality of life of people 
living in nine of the poor- 
er districts in the King- 
dom. 

He affirmed that these 
projects are slated to cost 
JD 150 million. 

According to the 
sources, the strategy was 
first announced by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti in a speech to 
Parliament last December 
and will focus on the pro- 
motion of health, educa- 
tion and other basic ser- 
vices. 

The project entails the 
creation of a community 
development fund to 
finance small and medi- 
um-size income generat- 
ing projects. 

It also stipulates for 
cancelling the current 
food coupon sysrem and 
introducing cash subsidies 
as well as encouraging 
heads of indigent families 
to initiate small business- 
es. 

Additionally, the project 
entails a special pro- 
gramme for spreading 
public awareness regard- 
ing the necessity of 
extending aid to the poor 
and calls for World Bank 
experts to help devise a 
mechanism for imple- 
menting that strategy. 


Ibrahim Bakr passes away 


(Continued from page 1) 

human rights in Jordan 
(one was published in 
1983 and a second one in 
1995) as well as the 
Palestinian peoples' suf- 
fering. 

Bakr started to suffer 
from cancer by the end of 
1992. In 1993, he trav- 
elled to the U.S. for treat- 
ment. 

He will be buried today 
at Sahab cemetery. 

“He was one of the 
most outstanding lawyers 
who lived in Jordan,” 
said Anis Kassim, a Jor- 
danian lawyer. 

“Ibrahim' Bakr was 
characterised by two 
main features, the purity 
and strength of his patrio- 
tism and his loyalty to the 
principles of legal con- 
sulting,” Dr. Kassim 
said. “He excelled in 
both.” 

“Bakr was a Arab Jor- 
danian "figure with inde- 


Mahmoud Al Kayed, 
said. 

“He based his political 
arguments with other 
politicians on the Arab- 
PaJestinian arena on 
nationalistic concerns,” 
Mr. Kayed added. 

Abdullah Hammoudeh, 
secretary general of the 
Jordan Democratic 
Forum, said that he knew 
Bakr since the sixties, and 
described him as 
“dynamic” in efforts to 
better the nation. 

“He was one of the 
leaders in the left-wing 
Palestinian nationalist 
struggle in the forties, and 
was against the partition 
of Palestine in 1947,” Mr. 
Hammoudeh said. 

l *He wrote a book on 
the Madrid conference 
and peace process, but 
was against them all 
because he believed that 
the whole process was 


pendent puttied n views^ d b f srael » j*. 
and pamouc and nafonal , Hammou / eh adde(L 


pan-Arab stands.” the 
chairman of the board of 
the Jordan Press Founda- 
tion that publishes AJ 
Ra’i and Jordan Times, 


“Bakr was a national fig- 
ure who was respected by 
all, and his loss is irre- 
placeable. ” 


6 JEA board dissatisfied 


with government offer 
regarding allowances’ 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Public sector 
engineers and the general 
assembly of the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) still consider a gov- 
ernment decision, raising 
allowances on basic 
salaries for professionals 
from JD90 to J D 1 20. unac- 
ceptable despite govern- 
ment claims that it has ful- 
filled commitments as stip- 
ulated in a memorandum 
of understanding signed 
between ihe two groups 
three months ago, accord- 
ing to JEA President Laith 
Shbeilat Saturday. 

Mr. Shbeilat met with 
Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali in the presence of 
JEA board members. 

The public sector engi- 
neers had demanded a ISO 
per cent allowance plus 
other benefits. 

Mr. Shbeilat described 
the situation as deadlocked 
and affirmed that plans for 
holding a sit-in on Satur- 
day to back demands were 
still active. 

However, he noted that 
the JEA board will hold 
intensive meetings and 
address a press conference 
Monday when they will 
announce their final deci- 
sion as whether or not to 
accept the government's 
proposals and cancel the 
sit-in. 

Mr. Shbeilat lauded the 
minister's efforts to imple- 
ment the memorandum of 
understanding in full and 


help improve working con- 
ditions and wages of the 
engineers . 

The JEA board also pre- 
sented its views io Mr. 
Majali concerning 

allowances, the status of 
engineers whose govern- 
ment employment was 
delayed due io enrolment 
in the national service and 
the rights of engineers 
employed abroad. 

JEA Vice-President 
Hosni Abu Ghaida 
described the meeting with 
the minister as positive and 
stated that all points in the 
memorandum were exam- 
ined therein. 

He also said that the JEA 
board will submit studies 
to the government proving 
that engineer* have been 
underpaid and that this is 
ihe reason they have been 
demanding better pay 
since 19SS. 

Mr. Majali maintained 
that the government has 
fulfilled its commitments 
as stipulated in the memo- 
randum of understanding 
but needs more time to 
amend rules and regula- 
tions concerning both the 
employment of profession- 
als in public offices as well 
as to finalise a unified 
allowance system for such 
workers. 

He outlined his reasons 
for the meeting with the 
JEA president and board as 
to convey the govern- 
ment's position regarding 
the unified allowances 
plan. 

Mr. Majali summarised 
the eight-point memoran- 


dum of understanding as 
covering issues related to 
engineer contracts, engi- 
neers paid on a daily basis 
and allowance* for engi- 
neers completing field 
work. 

He affirmed that Prime 
Minsier Abdul Karim 
Kabariti sent a circular to 
government departments 
instructing them to imple- 
ment provision* as stipu- 
lated in the memorandum 
of understanding. 

Mr. Majali also 
announced that a minister- 
ial committee will meet 
Sunday to plan a mecha- 
nism for the implementa- 
tion of the new allowances 
plan and will in\ ire the 
presidents of v;irious pro- 
fessional associations to 
participate. 

Meanwhile, a committee 
a’prescnting doctors in the 
public sector Saturday 
announced (hat it called off 
earlier plans for a partial 
strike, saying that recent 
government decisions 
regarding allowances had 
partially fulfilled ihe doc- 
tors’ demands. 

The comm i nee described 
itself optimistic ihat the 
government would contin- 
ue to respond to demands 
as contained in a separate 
memorandum of under- 
standing. 

The doctors had demand- 
ed a 60 per cent allowance 
as well as either a 30 per 
cent overtime allowance or 
permission to open private 
clinics after office hours. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former ACOR director honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday conferring the Kawkab Medal 
of the Second Order upon J. Sauer, former director of the American Centre for Oriental 
Research (ACOR). Mr. Sauer is currently director general of the archaeological institute 
at Harvard University. 


Minister discusses oil shale with Netherlands delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem Dabbas Satur- 
day met with a Netherlands delegation representing Shell Company. Dr. Dabbas and the 
delegation reviewed the utilisation of oil shale, prospected by the company, estimated at 
40 billion tonnes in the Kingdom. The meeting was attended by Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Ahmad Bashir and Natural Resources Authority Director General Khaled Sh’iyyab. 


Aviation delegation arrives in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Netherlands aviation delegation arrived in Amman Saturday to 
hold talks with Jordanian aviation officials regarding the promotion of bilateral relations 
in aviation fields. Talks will also centre on boosting cooperation between the national 
airlines of both countries. 


Environmental society opens media workshop 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Environmental Society Saturday opened a one-week 
workshop for 25 media participants in cooperation with Jordan Television and the Unit- 
ed Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO.). The workshop 
aims to acquaint participants with environmental issues. Participants will tour several 
areas in the Kingdom in order to be familiarised with efforts to stem pollution. 


Qatari students arrive in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Fifteen Qatari students Saturday arrived in Amman on a seven-day 
visit to the Kingdom. During their stay, they will meet with Ministry of Education offi- 
cials and familiarise themselves with Jordanian educational development projects. The 
delegation will also tour several educational institutions. 


What’s Going On 


EXHIBITIONS 

♦Display of Jordan River Designs Products, Jabal Amman (Tel. 613081/2) until Feb. 
28. 

*Art exhibition by Naziha Salim sr Orient Gallery, Isam Ajlouni Sl, Shmeisani, until 
Feb. 28. 

* Bani Hamida exhibitiou/sale of handicrafts {rugs, cushions, runners, and wall-hang- 
ings, Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7), until Feb. 28. 

♦Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New Collection” at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 643251/2), until Feb. 27. 
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4 World News 


China flexes muscles as tension 
grows over N. Korean defector 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
diplomatic stalemate sur- 
rounding a top North Ko- 
rean defector in Beijing 
dragged on Saturday as Chi- 
na sought to assert its con- 
trol over an increasingly 
tense situation. 

Security was tighter than 
at any other time since the 
defection Saga began Wed- 
nesday morning when 73- 
year-old Hwang Jang-Yop, 
the most senior official ever 
to defect from the Stalinist 
North, sought asylum in the 
embassy's Consular Depart- 
ment. 

In a clear sign China has 
no intention of allowing its 
capital to become a battle- 
ground for volatile North- 
South tensions, riot police 
backed up by an armoured 
vehicle with water cannon 
reinforced the sealed area 
surrounding the consular 
building Saturday after- 
noon. 

A mobile command cen- 
tre, belonging to the Beijing 
Fire Depanmem and 
equipped with surveillance 
equipment, was also drafted 
in. 

Security personnel main- 
tained a heavy but discrete 
presence, with at Jeasr 100 
uniformed officers manning 
roadblocks or sitring in 
jeeps and minivans parked 
in side streets around the 


consular entrance. 

Police earlier launched an 
operation to completely se- 
cure the area after provoca- 
tive moves by officials from 
the North Korean mission in 
Beijing. 

Just before dawn, around 
50 paramilitary People's 
Armed Police (PAP), carry- 
ing AK-47 assault rifles and 
wearing metal helmets, laid 
spikes across roads and 
■pavements to reinforce the 
roadblocks. 

They arrived shortly after a 
North Korean diplomatic caf 
drove at speed towards one of 
the cordons, stopping just in 
front of the police tape before 
turning and veering past tele- 
vision reporters attempting to 
film the vehicle. 

The Chinese show of 
strength was not only aimed 
at the North Koreans. 

South Korean embassy 
vehicles were subject to 
strict checks before being 
allowed in or out of the 
area, with police insisting 
drivers open their car trunks 
for inspection. 

The defection has placed 
China in a difficult position, 
as it strives to seek a solu- 
tion without being seen to 
favour either its old ally of 
the North or its new eco- 
nomic partners in the South. 

North Korea has said Mr. 
Hwang — the country's top 


ideologue and highest-rank- 
ing official ever to defect — 
was “kid napped.” Pyong- 
yang cadres have made sev- 
eral attempts to get through 
to the South Korean mis- 
sion. North Korean embassy 
cars and dozens of staffers 
maintained their round-the- 
clock vigil in the area, cov- 
ering all exit routes that 
could be used to rush Mr. 
Hwang to the airport. 

“He is one of our people, 
who worked all his life for 
our country,” said one North 
Korean onlooker, who ad- 
ded he had been working in 
Beijing for two years. 

“He was one of our top 
leaders — we don't know 
what happened." 

South Korea Saturday 
called for security to be 
boosted on its Asian flights 
and around key facilities 
and officials following 
North Korean threats of 
retaliation for Mr. Hwang's 
“kidnapping.” 

Top-level talks in Singa- 
pore aimed at resolving the 
drama produced no break- 
through as Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen said 
Beijing needed more time to 
decide how to deal with Mr. 
Hwang. 

“This incident happened 
all of a sudden so we need 
more time to investigate." 
Mr. Qian said, after a hasti- 


ly arranged 50 minute meet- 
ing on the sidelines of an 
international conference in 
Singapore with his South 
Korean counterpart, Yoo 
Chong-Ha. 

Mr. Qian called for calm 
on all sides and stressed 
Beijing had no prior knowl- 
edge of the defection bid. 
Beijing fought alongside the 
North in the 1950-53 
Korean War but is now also 
building ties with the capi- 
talist South. 

It established diplomatic 
links with Seoul in 1992 
and has since strived to 
maintain a strictly even pol- 
icy towards the two Koreas. 

The defection comes at a 
particularly sensitive time 
for the isolated North, 
which is grappling with se- 
vere food shortages as it 
prepares to celebrate the 
55th birthday of uncrowned 
leader Kim Jong-H Sunday. 

The l/.S. State Depart- 
ment stressed it had no port 
to play in the matter, which 
it said should be resolved 
“amicably" between China 
and South Korea. 

However, a Japanese 
newspaper report Saturday 
said U.S. CIA officials bad 
already contacted Mr. 
Hwang in Beijing to discuss 
ways to transfer die defector 
to South Korea through a 
third country. 


Chechens vote in 2nd round of parliamentary polls 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chens voted Saturday in the 
second and final round of 
parliamentary elections, 
which came three days after 
separatist leader Aslan Mas- 
khadov was inaugurated as 
president. 

In the Jan. 27 first round, 
which took place simultane- 
ously with the presidential 
election, there were S50 
candidates chasing the 63 
seats and only five candi- 


dates won outright. 

The rest will be decided in 
the run-off vote between the 
two frontrunners in the first 
round. There will be no third 
round: The winners in Satur- 
day's races will be candidates 
who get a simple majority. 

Chechens see the presi- 
dential and parliamentary 
elections as steps to formal- 
ising the independence they 
unilaterally declared in 
1991. just before the fall of 


the Soviet Union, and 
fought for against Russian 
troops in a 21 -month war 
which ended last year. 

Mr. Maskhadov, who won 
the presidency with 59.32 per 
cent of the vote, was in-augu- 
rated Wednesday, swearing 
“to reinforce the indepen- 
dence of die Chechen state.” 

Mr. Maskhadov, chief of 
staff in the war, is likely to 
run a strongly presidential 
republic. 


According to ITAR- 
TASS, quoting unnamed 
sources, Mr. Maskhadov 
will hold the functions of 
prime minister and com- 
mander of the armed forces. 
He is expected to announce 
his cabinet shortly. 

Under a peace agreement 
iu August 1996, Russia and 
Checbenya agreed to keep 
negotiating the status of the 
tiny Muslim republic, rea- 
ching a deal by 2001 . 


Russian think-tank sees 
threat if army is not reformed 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
underfinanced army is fac- 
ing collapse which could 
lead to civil war or a mili- 
tary coup and can no longer 
defend the country, a non- 
government research organ- 
isation has said. 

“The army has long 
ceased to be a guarantee 
against external threats." 
said a statement by the 
Council for Foreign and 
Defence Policy, published 
in the daily Nezavisimaya 
Ga/.eta. 

“The present state of the 
Russian army can be des- 
cribed only as a catastrophe 
of the armed forces which... 
is growing into a national 
catastrophe." 

The council groups politi- 
cal analysts, parliamentary 
deputies, business leaders 
and journalists. 

“Within the next three 
years the army, if it is not 
reformed, will disappear as 
such, or it will break up into 
armed groups which make 
ends meet through selling 
arms or robberies, or there 
could be a military coup 
which could grow into dic- 


tatorship or civil war." the 
statement said. 

Many soldiers and offi- 
cers are underpaid, under- 
fed and poorly clothed, suf- 
fering from wage delays 
affecting millions of work- 
ers across Russia. 

President Boris Yeltsin, in 
a promise made during his 
campaign for reelection, 
said he would replace Rus- 
sia's conscript army with an 
all -professional force by 
2000 . 

But reforms have barely 
got off the drawing board, 
partly because of differen- 
ces over how to cany them 
out and partly because of 
Mr. Yeltsin's absence from 
the Kremlin through illness 
for much of the last seven 
months. 

The think-tank said costly 
military reform could not 
stan yet. U suggested keep- 
ing the army away from 
politics, creating a civilian 
Defence Ministry and wor- 
king out how to stop experi- 
enced commanders leaving 
for better paid jobs else- 
where. 

Defence Minister Igor 


Rodionov, pleading for mil- 
itary reform and higher 
defence spending, said last 
week that cash shortages 
had hit morale and reduced 
combat readiness. 

But the council said Rus- 
sia could not boost spending 
now and it listed three re- 
form options — describing 
all of them unacceptable. 

— Cutting the armed for- 
ces to 200,000-300,000 
people, cutting proportion- 
ally the number of strategic 
nuclear forces 

— Leaving the nuclear 
forces intact, but slashing 
conventional forces. 

— Keeping the armed for- 
ces at its present level of 
1.5- 1.7 million as now. but 
without military training, 
stategic nuclear forces or 
the ability to buy new amis 
or finance new science pro- 
jects. 

•’Hot debates between the 
government and military 
top brass about the military 
budget show their inability 
to make a choice about the 
path of reform in the army." 
it said. 


12 armed 
extremists 
killed in 
Algeria 


U.N. disarmament body 
may tackle landmines ban 


GENEVA (R) — A U.N.- 
backed disarmament con- 
ference has adopted a 1997 
agenda which could lead to 
negotiations on a global ban 
on landmines, its president 
said. 

But Joun Yung Sun, South 
Korea’s ambassador and 
current president, conceded 
that the landmines issue 
remained divisive. 

He said a formal consen- 
sus would still be required 
among the 61 member 
states before they could en- 
ter into actual negotiations 
to ban the lethal weapons — 
blamed for kilting 25,000 
people a year. 

“A consensus was reached 
on a draft agenda. It did not 
come easily." Mr. Joun told 
a news briefing. 

“The agenda is the basis 
for developing a concrete 
work programme. There is 


much more work to do in 
the future." 

Agreement on a 1997 
agenda came after nearly a 
month of haggling in the 
United Nations-sponsored 
talks. The forum had been 
paralysed since opening a 
two-month session on Jan. 
21 . 

Diplomats welcomed the 
procedural breakthrough, 
but said tough negotiations 
on the substantive issues 
were ahead. 

Some Western envoys still 
feared the landmine issue 
would be hostage to demands 
by non-aligned states for ma- 
jor powers to take bold steps 
toward total elimination of 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Joun said: “Some sta- 
tes strongly insisted on hav- 
ing landmines on the agen- 
da but othei delegations did 
not want to see any place 


given on an official docu- 
ment to landmines." 

More than 100 million 
landmines lie buried in 
countries around the world 
and are blamed for killing 
or maiming 25,000 people a 
year. Most are civilians and 
many are children. 

Western states have a twin 
agenda at the Geneva talks. 
They favour pushing ahead 
with negotiations to halt 
production of fissile materi- 
al (plutonium and highly- 
enriched uranium) and are 
also seeking a global land- 
mines ban. 

But India and Pakistan are 
leading a Non-Aligned cam- 
paign to force die five dec- 
lared nuclear powers (Britain. 
China. France. Russia and the 
United States) to set up a 
committee to negotiate total 
nuclear disarmament within a 
set timetable. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — At 
least 12 armed Muslim ex- 
tremists have been killed in 
a security operation near 
Algiers, the daily A1 Kha- 
bar reported Saturday. 

The killings took place in 
the region around Saida 
and Sidi Bel Abbes, on the 
high plateaus west of the 
capital, which has wit- 
nessed an upsurge in activ- 
ity by armed groups over 
recent weeks, the newspa- 
per said. 

A1 Khabar also reported 
violent clashes between 
two rival fundamentalist 
groups, the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) and the Isla- 
mic Salvation Army (AIS), 
the armed wing of the now- 
disbanded Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), in the area 
around Mascara, southwest 
of Algiers. The fighting left 
“dozens dead on both 
sides,” the newspaper said. 

The two groups also 
clashed in the mountains at 
Medea and Bouira, south 
of the capital, leaving 
“many dead and wound- 
ed." AJ Khabar said. 

Meanwhile. 30 villagers 
who supported the AIS 
were killed at Ktiten, near 
Medea, by a GIA team. Ci- 
vilians armed with ma- 
chetes and nail-studded 
clubs have been guarding 
the village since. 

Algeria’s official human 
rights group Friday called on 
authorities to ensure the 
security of civilians after 
political violence killed hun- 
dreds in the past few weeks. 

Algeria's state-owned ra- 
dio quoted a statement is- 
sued by the state Obser- 
vatoire National De$ Droits 
de L'Homme (ONDH) as 
saying: ‘The authorities 
should take all available 
measures to ensure the se- 
curity of Algeria’s citizens 
and protect their property 
within strict respect of the 
state of law.” 

The group said the mas- 
sacres of civilians by the 
"Armed Islamic Groups” 
should be denounced. 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, February 16, 1997 
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Astronauts from the shuttle Discovery work on the Hubble space telescope mounted 
in the shuttle’s bay while orbiting over the Pacific Ocean. Greg Harbangh (left) is 
opening a door on the Hubble in order to install an improved guidance sensor in the 
craft as Joe Tanner (right) assists (Reuter photo) 


Hubble repair spacewalk underway 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (R) — Astro- 
nauts from the shuttle Dis- 
covery stepped outside late 
Friday for the second of 
four spacewalks to upgrade 
the capabilities of die Hub- 
ble space telescope. 

Greg Harbaugh and Joe 
Tanner crawled out the 
shuttle's airlock hatch at 
about 10:30 p.m. est (0330 
GMT Saturday) as the shut- 
tle orbited 360 miles above 
the Pacific Ocean. 

“Welcome to space,'*mis- 
sion control's Jeff Hoffman 
radioed to Tanner, who was 
making his first spacewalk. 
“It’s nice seeing a big smile 
on your face. Have a good 
one” 

During the planned six- 
hour excursion, the two 
men are to gently insert into 
the telescope an improved 
guidance sensor the size of 
a baby grand piano. 

Tanner was to work 
perched on die end of the 
shuttle's 15-metre robot 


arm, while Harbaugh assist- 
ed while tethered to the tele- 
scope tike a mountain clim- 
ber. 

The 223-kilogr amm e sen- 
sor was fitted with special 
optics to correct Hubble's 
mishaped mirror. ■ The 
wedge-shaped device will 
allow the telescope to be 
pointed at celestial objects 
with greater precision. 

The sensor can accurately 
determine the position of 
stars about 10 times more 
precisely than ground-based 
telescopes. Astronomers 
hope to use it to detect tiny 
wobbles in the motion of 
nearby stars that might indi- 
cate the presence of a plan- 
et 

Also on the list for Friday 
night’s work was the rep- 
lacement of a failed reel-to- 
reel tape recorder. 

Earlier Friday, astronauts 
Marie Lee and Steve Smith 
walked outside to install a 
pair of new science instru- 
ments aboard the telescope. 


They replaced two ageing 
instruments with a multi- 
purpose infrared camera 
and an improved light-split- 
ting spectrograph. 

“It is almost impossible to 
imagine the Hubble space 
telescope being any better 
than it has been for the last 
three years, but you guys 
have made it so," Hofftnan 
told the crew after the first 
spacewalk. 

Two more spacewalks 
were planned for Saturday 
and Sunday nights to com- 
plete the $350 million refur- 
bishment of the orbiting 
observatory. 

It was die first time astro- 
nauts have worked on the 
telescope since a 1993 mis- 
sion repaired its blurred 
vision. 

Since that flight, the tele- 
scope has provided defini- 
tive proof that star-devour- 
ing black holes exist and 
has reached puzzling con- 
clusions about the age of the 
universe. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi should drop 
sanction call — Thai minister 


SINGAPORE (R) — Thai- 
land wants Europe to coax 
Burma's pro-democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
into dropping her call for 
sanctions against Rangoon, 
Foreign Minister Prachuab 
Chaiyasam said Saturday. 

He said the 15-member 
European Union wanted the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
which Rangoon is due to 
join, to press military-ruled 
Burma to improve its hu- 
man rights record. 

“We would like the West 
to do the same thing and 
talk to Aung San Suu Kyi to 
turn down her decision and 
give her hand to the other 
side and start up a conven- 
tion," Mr. Prachuab told re- 
porters at a Asia-Europe 
foreign ministers meeting. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has called re- 
peatedly for sanctions 
against Burma’s State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), which 
seized power in 1988 and 


ignored the results of subse- 
quent elections her party 
won. 

Instead of that. Europe 
and ASEAN should use 
their connections in Burma 
to improve the situation 
there, be said. 

The two sides had a 
“shared responsibility” to 
do so. he added. 

Doug Bereuter, chairman 
of the U.S. House of repre- 
sentatives Sub-Committee 
on East Asia and the Paci- 
fic. said Friday that 
stepped-up repression in 
Burma required President 
Bill Clinton to ban new U.S. 
investment there. 

Mr. Prachuab said 
ASEAN — Brunet Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, The Philip- 
pines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam — would try 
“every which way" to per- 
suade Burma to conform to 
international values. 

But, he said: ’This will 
take time and cannot be 
forced upon them." 


Bangkok's way of trying 
to get neighbouring Burma 
to introduce democracy was 
by asking the military gov- 
ernment to learn from the 
history of Thailand, which 
also has had long years of 
military rule, he said. 

Mr. Prachuab said there 
was not yet a consensus in 
ASEAN on when to admit 
Burma into the regional 
grouping, an issue being 
studied by a technical team 
examining whether Ran- 
goon had complied with the 
spirit of ASEAN. 

But other ASEAN officials 
say it could be admitted, 
along with Laos and Cambo- 
dia. as early as this year. 

That possibility was a 
cloud hanging over the 
meeting in Singapore of for- 
eign ministers planning a 
second Asia-Europe summit 
due to be held in Britain 
next April. The first was 
held in Bangkok last year. 

Europe has barred senior 
Burmese officials. 


China: H. Kong may adopt 
some human rights laws 


SINGAPORE (R) — Chi- 
nese-run Hong Kong might 
consider adopting interna- 
tional human rights laws if 
these regulations are “the 
same” as the Communist 
country's laws, a senior 
Chinese official said Satur- 
day. 

The official also said the 
running of Hong Kong 
should not be debated inter- 
nationally, saying such a 
move would only raise fears 
among the business com- 
munity and hurt investment. 

"International laws are 
different from China's do- 
mestic laws and if we want 
to adopt international laws, 
they must be the same as 
China’s domestic laws,” 
Guo Chongli, spokesman 
for China’s delegation to a 
meeting of European and 
Asian foreign ministers in 
Singapore, told journalists. 

But he said if internation- 
al laws and Chinese laws 
were compatible, they could 
be adopted. 

“We need time to study 


this," Mr. Guo said when 
asked whether such studies 
would be completed before 
the handover of Hong Kong 
to China from Britain at 
midnight on June 30. 

“Legal experts need to 
make in-depth studies...It is 
too early to discuss this 
now." he added. 

Britain, the current Hong 
Kong authorities, and a 
number of Western coun- 
tries have expressed con- 
cern over the future of 
human rights in the territoiy 
after the handover. 

On Friday, Chinese Fo- 
reign Minister Qian Qichen 
and his British counterpart 
Malcolm Rifkind met but 
failed to reach agreement on 
a provisional legislature 
established by Beijing to set 
laws for the territory after 
the handover. 

“The issue (of Hong 
Kong) should be handled by 
China and Britain together 
but after June 30, it will be 
China’s internal affair,” Mr 
Guo said. 


Britain has complained 
the provisional legislature 
breaks previous promises 
made by Beijing over the 
post-handover Hong Kong 
constitution, and has sug- 
gested the issue be raised at 
the International Court of 
Justice (World Court) in the 
Hague. 

Britain has also said it is 
keen to raise the interna- 
tional profile of civil rights 
issues in Hong Kong, hop- 
ing this will increase pres- 
sure on Beijing to respect 
toe wshes of the territory's 
o-J million people. 

The higher the profile of 
these issues, the higher the 
price China will have to pay 
for changing Hong Kong- 
one senior British official 
told reporters. 

Bm Mr. Guo said an inter- 
national debate over Hone 
Kong could merely damage 
its business prospects. ° 

He said China did not 

. urda y s ministerial 
meeting in Singapore. 


Kohl 


successor) 


BONN (R) — As specula 
tion continues about whe^ T 
ther German Chancellor y 
Helmut Kohl will decide to* 
step down this year, three j 
men head the pack of dost' ] 
sible successors: His Clos- 1 
est aide Wolfgang Schaeu- ’ 
ble. Bavarian Premier Ed-_- 
mund Stoiber and Defence - 
Minister Volker Ruehe. ^ 

None is likely to make arj 
serious move until Mr. a 
Kohl, in power for 14 J 
years, decides whether or .9 
not to stand in the October 8 
1998 general election — S 
something he has promised. J 
to ponder after an EU sum-. > 
nut in June. 

But all have discreet^ 
moved themselves into po- 
sition for a crack at the top. 
job. if not sooner then later. 

Unquestioned favourite t 
and Mr. Kohl’s preferred i 
candidate is Wolfgang , 
Schaeuble. 54, the chancel- , 
lor's trusty lieutenant and., 
trouble-shooter for his enr , 
tire tenure, who has been j 
confined to a wheelchair. s 
since being shot by a de - ' 
ranged woman in 1990. 

The attack came just a, 
week after the German unifi- j 
cation ceremony which j 
crowned Mr. Schaeuble’s , 
greatest achievement, the) 
negotiation of the treaty | 
which brought together capi — 
talist West Germany and the- 
formerly Communist East. A 

Within weeks. Mr. 
Schaeuble was back at his „ 
desk as interior minister, * 
then switching to his cur- 
rent post as head of Ml 
K ohl’s Christian Democ- 1 
rats (CDU) in parliament, j 
maintaining iron discipline ; 
and often drawing fire } 
aimed at the chancellor. 1 

Mr. Schaeuble’s unques - 1 
tioned loyalty to Mr. Kohl 
and the affectfp/i wMdh Sa<v . 
Mr. Kohl weep at his bedsiett'j 
after the attack — has earned - ^ 
him the chancellor’s bless-; 
ing to move into position as 1 
a possible successor. 1 

A poll in the weekly Der 
Spiegel said 40 per cent of 1 
Germans saw Mr. Schaeuble’ 1 . 
as the best conservative sue- f 
cessor to Mr. Kohl, with 24* 
per cent for Mr. Stoiber and 1 ’ 
14 per cent for Mr. Ruehe. r 

Despite his often abrasive*' 
manner with colleagues 1 
and opponents alike, and' 
his disability, Schaeuble : 
outscored his rivals on eve- * 
ry characteristic except^ 
physical fitness. ' 

Even that has become less' 
of an issue for ordinary Gef-' 
mans as Mr. Schaeuble has** 
steadily stripped away the 1 
taboos surrounding paraly - 1 
sis, even going so far as »"* 
say in his autobiography that ^ 1 
it was possible for a paraple*], 
gic to have a sex life of sorts!* 

In an interview last month 
with the magazine Stem, he 
staked his clearest claim ye* 
to be chancellor one day, 
saying it was a temptation he. 
could probably not refuse] 
and adding that it was fair,' 
for Germans to ask if 3 / 
“cripple" could do the job. -j 

If Mr. Schaeuble does not) 
get the job, he is sure tp.(_ 
have a big say in who does^ 
something that could be; 
an obstacle to the ambition 
of Bavaria's workaholic! ; 
and openly ambitious PreHflf 1 
mier Edmund Stoiber, 55. r. 

Mr. Stoiber 's chancellery ] - 
credentials stem from his, 
success in dragging Ba-j . 
vana's Christian Social;. 
Union (CSU) out of a mire - 
of corruption scandals with] 
puritanical zeal, and shored] 
up an absolute conserva-, 
uve majority in Germany's; 
biggest state. \ 

Owing no allegiance, to j. . 
Mr. Kohl and giving tittle ? 
loyalty io his own CSU ' 
chairman and Bonn finance 
minister, Theo Waigd. Mr. 
Stoiber has also played to 
ordinary German fears of Hi 
tU single currency by mak- 
mg himself the most promi-' 

jent conservative critic of; 

i monetary union. 

\/ n S an outsider T»y . 

Volker Ruehe, 54 . ,‘t 

The bullish English tefl-ti~ 
oner has earned his spurs? 
hy skilfully persuading - 
'Jcr-mans ro give up long-j 
cherished scruples andj 
a gree to let German troops 
go on missions abroad. 
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.Army Stabilisation Force (SFOR) soldiers check a car in the Zone of Separation between Serb and Muslim- 
,, . Croat held territories near the northern town of Brcko. A U-S. arbiter ruled that the volatile Bosnian town of Brcko, 

lav ' e dita. claimed by both Bosnian Serbs and the Moslem -Croat Federation, would be put nnder international supervision 
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Conference on Brcko to be held in March — Bildt 
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decision at a U.S. SFOR 
base outside the town. 

The Arbitration Commis- 
sion charged with settling 
whether the town should 
remain in Serb hands or go to 
the Muslim-Croal Federa- 
tion decided to postpone a fi- 
nal decision for another year, 
but appointed an internatio- 
nal supervisor who Mr. Bildt 
said would have sweeping 
powers to govern the town. 

Muslim and Croat refu- 
gees from the town, where 
they formed a pre-war ma- 


jority. would have the right to 
return under the agreement. 

However, Mr. Bildt said 
the details would still have 
to be worked out, as well as 
the specific powers of the 
international supervisor. 

Speaking at the United 
States SFOR base at Camp 
MacGovem, three kilome- 
tres south of the disputed 
town, Mr. Bildt said that the 
arbitration agreement faced 
“severe tests.” 

“It is somewhat easier to 
write the thing in a Wa- 


shington law firm than do it 
on the ground in Brcko. 
This is a potential spot 
where the war could restart, 
it is a question of taking this 
away,” he added. 

Mt. Bildt later left the 
heavily-protected base in a 
convoy of vehicles to tour 
the disputed town, where he 
was due to meet the Serb 
mayor, as well as the may- 
ors of the Croat and Muslim 
refugee communities, who 
live a few kilometres away 
in federation territory. 
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with Bhutto as opposition leader 
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^ Pakistan ’s new parliament convenes 

N, !x. cnMv w 

iKicnor wfcr 

'‘iivhinj io b: _ 

~ ~ . The Election Commis 

sion, on the eve of the new 
session, suspended results 
from three constituencies 
pending the outcome of 
petitions challenging the 
electoral result, clearing the 
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hejd s-. ISLAMABAD ‘ (AFP) — 
% « ’lirwian h Deposed Pakis;ani Premier 
•rpl i m nfa Benazir Bhutto began her 
:!..-u.:ii„ii4 irondia new role as opposition lea- 
•••■ • 'iiiii jrjHun der as the mewly-elected 
* -m! ilii ihancdt padiament embarked on a 


1 M. n, ii.uiiNf j uc five-year term with an inau- 

I f, a v.il-v u>Mi h 

i : :iv -lun. ufc . ^.^t .sesswppened^ 
i M- K.-l.-«,vriihBk mjwp befp^Pnme, 
::x .niiA-tas designate Nawaz 

h in e || w , L Sbanf was due .to be sworn 

■ f0r ‘ he ft f“™ d “ 

,.,i. _ pemier after his elactoral 

' ; Pakistan - People s Party 


provinces, is to be sworn in 
Monday after his election 
by the assembly to com- 
plete a constitutional for- 
mality. 

The party of Mr. Sharif, 
who served as prime minis- 


way.fpr, 201 membra ter jerfrom ^ 


^(PPP)- 


outgoing speaker, 
. r ' TSrasuf Reza Gilani, a Bhut- 
V J to ally, who retained office 
1,1 \i !r * faen t fi e previous assembly 
.in !.•'.« n- was dissolved on Nov. 5, 
1 iwesided over the sitting, 

, ' llh ^devoted to oath-taking and 
; MiiTi!' agning 0 f membership ros- 
, - ^.ter. . 

i Bhutto, who was 

I i \ , ^cked by President Farooq 

j mne" Ahmad Leghari in Novera- 

:!i.ti hj'hv^ber on charges of corrup- 
,.,.* ini tipn, misrule and human 

* Mi Sdu^ rijgbts abuses, had earlier 
*!"t’fvd & threatened lo boycott the 
'iinJin? 'sessions of the new parlia- 
.v-ins njent claiming the Feb. 3 
.uii.'hii'?* polls were rigged. 


i i 


| Three other constituencies 
have yet to go to the polls as 
elections there were post- 
poned due to the natural 
deaths of one candidate in 
each before the election 
triggered by Ms. Bhutto's 
dismissal. 

The 217-member Natio- 
nal Assembly includes 207 
Muslim members and 10 
deputies representing the 
Christian. Hindu. Sikh, Par- 
si and Ahamadi minorities 
in the world’s second lar- 
gest Muslim countiy. 

Dominated by Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) par- 
ty of Mr. Sharif, the man 
designated to lead the coun- 
try for the next five years, 
the assembly will elect a 
new speaker and his deputy 
Sunday. 

Mr. Sharif, 48, a rich in- 
dustrialst from Punjab, the 
largest of Pakistan’s four 


-mafK&a two^tiwR^m^errt^ 
in the house, with the PPP 
hanging on to 19 seats and 
leading a tiny opposition. 

Although she claimed the 
election results — endorsed 
by independent internation- 
al monitors — were “engi- 
neered” by Mr. Leghari and 
his caretaker administra- 
tion, Ms. Bhutto has said 
she would cooperate in con- 
solidating the fragile demo- 
cratic process. 

Mr. Sharif, addressing a 
pre-session meeting of his 
parliamentary group here 
late Friday, pledged “com- 
plete transparency” in run- 
ning the government and 
“full respect” to the opposi- 
tion. 

“We will have a working 
relationship with the oppo- 
sition.” he said, ruling out 
politics of confrontation 
and revenge. 
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' “ Leaders call for action to narrow 
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male-female political divide 


1 lfniIt NEW 


W1 DELHI AFP) — 

'■' N ' lt Three world leaders Satur- 
■ii-- , jjday called for concrete ac- 

tion to balande the number 
‘■'‘hL- i'°f men women in par- 
h r !iaments, where female rep- 
i*4v & Presentation runs from zero 
i j 1 ". . to a high of 40 per cent. 


■lllllli 


iM‘ 
the - 


Namibian President Sam 
i. 2faj«na, Bangladesh Prime 

’ "‘.Minister • Sheikh Hasina 

..,. jjk .ii'^^Wajed arid outgoing Iceland 
^.'President Vigdis Firmboga- 
Vl .i!vi donir said only gender eq- 
»i*’ m ,iwlity in politics touid en- 
" ' i; i proper democracy. 

Ms. Finnbogadottir told 
■ ,l1 ' ' the first dav of the Inter- 


i -.i us- ■ — da y 

. 1P m -■^■Parliamentary Union (IPU) 

‘ Pi .-i.4 p. summit; “Motivation for 
' ink* change must be inspired by 
■’’..p in men and women aldiC- Wo- 
i iU‘ .pftt’s rights are human 


rights. 

“Human rights are wo- 
men's rights,” she said, ad- 
ding the Fourth World Con- 
ference on Women in Bei- 
jing 18 months ago had 
been a breakthrough. 

“It has the potential to be 
a milestone in history if ... 
each person goes beyond 
words, beyond orders and 
declarations and under- 
stands truly the commit- 
ment to change being 
sought on behalf of half the 
world’s population.” 

Sheikh Hasina told the 
delegates from 77 countries 
society was still prejudiced 
against women. 

“Women no longer want 
to remain peripheral actors 
and want to play their right- 


ful role in all spheres of life 
including economic and po- 
litical life,” she said, adding 
that political empowerment 
should start at the grass- 
roots and be worked up. 

Mr. Nujoma said power- 
sharing implied equality at 
all levels, adding: “It is 
shocking that while in 1 985, 
women constituted 12.1 per 
cent of the world’s parlia- 
mentarians, that figure 
dropped to 11.7 per cent. 
Women comprised only 6.2 
per cent of ministerial posts 
globally, while 62 countries 
have no women ministers at 
all. 

"At the United Nations, 
out of 185 permanent repre- 
sentatives. only six are 
women.” 


,|, li ** 
■"* V 

i 1^ 

^ V' 

I!*- A 

'di- 


ctation promises overwhelming ’ 
response to any chemical attack 


■ ' 'Washington (afp> — The canton 

,iu- li; ' ad ®ini strati on, in a bid to win Senate ratifi- 
[ ,,ni pation of the chemical weapons convention. 
, . . , 1 ' ",^5,4 Is pledging an “overwhelming and devas- 

^ taring response” to any enemy attack on 
%S. forces with poison gas, the Washing- 


ji> 


’['■‘■‘ j, f'fPnPost reponed Saturday. 


. :i . . , V .*J The Post said the unusual pledge would 

’i.r ‘ ^ jf>«Qply, although not require, the use of 
-L* 1 * 1 ' , ,,;‘ : :*clear weapons against an enemy attaek- 
*' V'idP. U-S. -forces with chemical weapons. 

l ^jt- The report said President Bill Clinton’s 

. .. i* 1 


administration was offering the legally 
binding pledge in an effort to gain Senate 
ratification of the treaty by the April 29 
deadline. 

A number of Republican senators oppose 
the pact or are uncommitted. Ratification req- 
uires a two-thirds majority of the Senate. 

The promise of a strong response is aimed at 
critics of the treaty who say rogue countries 
such as Libya or Iraq, which have not signed 
the agreement, would be free to use chemical 
weapons with impunity, the Post said. 


Tajikistan 
meets some 
demands of 
kidnappers 

DUSHANBE (R)— An Is- 
lamic group holding more 
I than a dozen, hostages in 
Taj ikistgfib&fl ielejs AhflitffP. 
the release of fellow-fight- 
ers from Afghanistan, were 
joined Friday by 25 of their 
comrades, a Russian offi- 
cial said. 

But it remained unclear if 
a hostage-for-fighter swap 
would go ahead, more than 
a week after the hostages 
were seized. 

ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy said rebel leader Bakh- 
ram Sadirov had told Rus- 
sian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Vitaly Ignatenko that a 
helicopter with 25 fighters 
aboard had arrived at the 
rebels' base, some 80 kilo- 
metres from the Tajik capi- 
tal Dushanbe. 

Another helicopter was 
expected soon with 10 
more rebel fighters. Mr, Ig- 
natenko was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Ignatenko said after 
speaking to Mr. Sadirov 
that reports that one hos- 
tage, a United Nations mil- 
itary observer, had been 
killed were noi true. 

The rebels’ main condi- 
tions for releasing the hos- 
tages has been for Tajik au- 
thorities to fly in their 
comrades from neighbour- 
ing Afghanistan and allow 
the two groups to meet up. 

The hostages include 
three U.N. observers — 
two from Switzerland and 
one from Ukraine — four 
Russian journalists and 
four workers with the U.N. 
Refugee agency. 

The reporters have been 
sending frequent reports to 
their employers in Moscow 
on the rebels’ satellite tele- 
phone, but it is not clear to 
what extent they are sim- 
ply reporting what their 
captors tell them to say. 

Tajikistan's security min- 
ister was seized last week- 
end when he tried to nego- 
tiate with the hostage- takers, 
who once backed the former 
Soviet republic’s Islamic op- 
position but whose loyalties 
are now unclear. 

The hostage crisis has 
highlighted the instability 
of Tajikisan, an impover- 
ished former Soviet repub- 
lic boidering Afghanistan 
and China. 

Armed groups opposed to 
President lmomali Rakhmo- 
nov are scattered across the 
country some fighters, 
such as those loyal to Bakh- 
nun Sadirov and his brother 
Rjvzon. are based in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan. 
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Zairean rebel radio says 
Kisangani will ‘fall soon’ 


KISANGANI (Agencies) — The strategic city of Kisan- 
gani in eastern Zaire will ”soon fall" to rebels in control of 
a swathe of territory in the area. Radio Bukavu. which is 
controlled by the rebels, reported Saturday. 

The rebels, who took the key city of Isiro. northeast of 
Kisangani at the start of the week, have also seized Fara- 
dje, near the Sudanese border, and are now heading towards 
Buta. to the west, the radio said. 

They are also making progress in Shaba, a rich mining 
province further south, the radio said, adding that a counter- 
offensive by government troops had been “crushed.” 

Earlier, several sources in Kisangani said that Zairean 
government forces backed by Rwandan soldiers and mer- 
cenaries were regaining the initiative in their battle against 
the rebels. 

The government said Friday it had retaken the town of 
Bafwasende, towards Isiro, and sources reported a new 
impetus in the campaign due to the arrival of light ar- 
moured vehicles with 14.5-mm heavy guns, which were 
dispatched to Bafwasende and towards Walikale to the 
southeast. 

Serb-pilotted Aermachi fighter bombers were providing 
air support for troops on the ground, the sources added, 
while Serb mercenaries were fighting the rebels near 
Luburu, southeast of Kisangani, about 50 kilometres from 
the Tingi-Tingi refugee camp. 

Four of the mercenaries, who are engaged in combat in 
the area for the first time, were wounded in the fighting, 
one with a serious head injury. They were flown to 
Kisangani by helicopter, a Western source said. 

Government troops in the area are also being supported 
by between 1 .000 and 1 .500 former Rwandan soldiers from 
the refugee camps there. 

So far the rag-tag Zairean army appears to have been lit- 
tle match for the rebel forces, who seized a swathe of terri- 
tory along the eastern border last autumn and now say they 
control around 20 per cent of this huge central African 
country with 15.000 men under arms and non-Tutsi recruits 
joining daily. 

Meanwhile. Zaire banned labour strikes and political ral- 
lies and warned that violators would be treated as enemy 
spies in an attempt to cope with mounting pressure to end 
its civil war. 

Angered over an opposition-led strike that crippled the 
capital earlier this week, the government Friday also lashed 
out at public workers with an ultimatum: Be on the job at 8 
a.m. sharp daily or face dismissal. 

The crackdown came on the eve of a planned rally 
Saturday by chief opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi. 
who has called for President Mobutu Sese Seko to negoti- 
ate an end to the spreading rebellion in eastern Zaire. 
Recent rallies by Mr. Tshisekedi’s followers have led to 
street fighting between protesters and soldiers. 


The government dictates are aimed at silencing calls for 
peace talks with rebel leader Laurent Kabila and criticism 
of a .struggling military counter-offensive, which the gov- 
ernment portrays as a great success. There also have been 
international calls for negotiations. 

The latest moves against the opposition, combined with 
the war. raise doubt about whether presidential elections 
would go forward in May as promised. Mr. Mobutu, who 
has ruled for 31 years, has been delaying promised elec- 
tions since 1991. 

The rebellion began in the fall when ethnic Tutsis who 
had lived in eastern Zaire lor decades were threatened with 
expulsion. It since has grown into a general rebellion with 
rebels demanding Mr. Mobutu's ouster. 

Mr. Kabila received a hero’s welcome Friday in Kalemie 
in his home province of Shaba, a portion of which was 
taken from government forces. 

“Do you want me to liberate your country?” Mr. Kabila 
asked a crowd of 10,000 that packed on u lakeside soccer 
field. 

“Yes,” came the emphatic reply. 

“Mobutu isn't capable of fighting me.” Mr. Kabila boast- 
ed. 

“Mobutu is only worried about protecting his riches, 
stolen from the people of Zaire." 

The United Nations has warned that Zairian government 
forces were being reinforced by former Rwandan soldiers 
and Hutu militiamen from a refugee camp in custom Zaire. 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Friday that Mr. 
Kabila's rebels might attack the Tingi-Tingi camp, 130 
kilometres east of Kisangani, to end the threat. 

“It is not only a refugee camp,” Mr. Kabila said earlier. "It 
is used as a headquarters of the former Rwandan amn." 
The rebel leader said he has not decided whether to attack. 

In a separate development, some Ibl heavily armed 
Zairean soldiers, fleeing from a rebel advance in eastern 
Zaire, have arrived at Kibirizi Port on the shores of Lake 
Tanganyika in western Tanzania, police said Saturday. 

Regional police commander in the lake town of Kigonu. 
Christopher Shekiondo, said the soldiers surrendered vari- 
ous weapons to the police. 

The arms included 105 guns, 19 bombs, a grenade and 
thousands of rounds of ammunition. 

Most of the soldiers, who arrived Thursday, were barefoot 
young men, dressed in rags, Mr. Shekiondo said. They were 
taken to Kigoma Central Police Station to be questioned. 

Zaireans refugees are making it to Kigoma at the rate of 
around 1 .000 a day. 

U.N. officials said Friday there were 20.000 at the three 
transit centres in the town, and another 40,000 in a camp 
about 80 kilometres away, with another camp being built 
nearby. 


Albanians hold more protests against government 


VLORE (R) — Cheated 
Pyramid scheme investors 
imaged fOF AOr U*h day >o 
Ithis’sbutlfefn' Albanian port 
city and others set out for 
nearby Fier to join demon- 
strations there. 

“We want to go to Fier” 
and “let's march on Fier,” a 
crowd of some 1 ,000 people 
shouted before the 40-kilo- 
metre trip north. 

Scuffles broke out in Her 
Friday when 100 riot police 
tried to keep about 5,000 
protesters from the town’s 
square. 

Anti-government protests 
were held in about a dozen 
towns around Albania Fri- 
day to call on the right-wing 
government of Prime Mi- 
nister Aleksander Meksi to 
reimburse investors and 
then resign. 

Demonstrators in Fier, en- 
raged after men attacked a 
protest Thursday, threw 
stones at police trying to 
keep them from marching 
Friday. 

Police quickly gave 
ground. leaving an uneasy 
calm in the town. Tension 
was high ahead of expected 
protests Saturday. 

Anti-government protest- 
ers have also erected barri- 


cades on the main north- 
south road between Fier and 
yiore. cutting the. jipk belt 
jween Albania's segbfld porr 
and the capital in Tirana. 

“We want to separate 
from the rest of Albania, we 
do not recognise (President 
Sali) Berisha any more,” 
one protester shouted at 
motorists trying to get 
through. 

Protesters in Vlore Satur- 
day carried a picture of Ar- 
tur Rustemi. 33, who was 
shot dead during clashes 
Monday. The procession 
filed past the site of his 
killing, lighting candles and 
placing plastic flowers on 
the spot. 

Protests were expected in 
numerous other towns Sa- 
turday. including Tepelene 
in the south and Mirdite in 
the north. 

The anti-government pro- 
tests show no sign of abat- 
ing, with angry investors 
who lost millions of dollars 
in savings vowing to keep 
up pressure until the gov- 
ernment quits. 

Hundreds of protesters in 
the southern town of Gjiro- 
kaster lit candles Friday and 
formed the word “Vlore” in 
a show of solidarity. 


Hundreds of protesters 
carrying bouquets of flow- 
•4/VPttPed_$UL in^E]basan. 
T spmh Of-Tirana. "Ohe of the 
slogans of the main opposi- 
tion forum for democracy is 
“with flowers, not stones.” 
Protests were reported in 
the port of Duires and in 
Cemk. 

Albania, Europe’s poorest 
country, was swept by pro- 
tests and riots after in- 
vestors lost their savings in 
the failed investment 
schemes. 

The schemes lured new 
money with offers of high 
interest rates and then used 
the cash to pay earlier in- 
vestors. A large proportion 
of Albania’s adults seem to 
have joined the schemes. 

The companies often built 
holiday resorts, petrol sta- 
tions. motels, supermarket 
chains and other high-pro- 
file investments, giving the 
illusion of success. 

Their offices were often 
guarded by police and min- 
isters joined in ground- 
breaking ceremonies, giv- 
ing the impression that the 
schemes were sanctioned 
by the government. 

That has lead many in- 
vestors to turn their wrath 


on Mr. Berisha and Mr. 
Meksi, blaming them for 
Jetting _th^d ubi mes 

eVolver Opposition parties 
accuse him of using cash 
from the schemes to finance 
an election campaign last 
year. 

The government, in rum, 
says opposition groups are 
trying to exploit the crisis. It 
impounded about S300 mil- 
lion from two failed funds 
but steadfastly refused to use 
government money to reim- 
burse luckless investors. 

The head of the stale sav- 
ings bank. Bedri Collaku, 
said S4.3 million had been 
distributed so far to inves- 
tors in the failed PopuJJi 
scheme. The government 
froze more than SI 00 million 
of Populli’s assets last month. 

Some estimates put the 
losses from the collapsed 
schemes at S2 billion, about 
the size of Albania's annual 
gross domestic product. 
Five national schemes have 
now officially gone bust. 

Four more companies, 
which deny they are Pyra- 
mids and say they are cor- 
porate holdings, have dras- 
tically cur back their inter- 
est payments and have fro- 
zen depositors’ assets. 


Bloody Sunday families see U.K. government 


BELFAST (R) — Relatives 
of people killed by British 
troops on “Bloody Sunday” 
25 years ago presented the 
British government with 
new evidence Friday to 
back up their demands for a 
fresh investigation. 

“This was a very signifi- 
cant meeting,” Irish peace 
broker* John Hume told re- 
porters after the relatives 
held a brief meeting with 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary. Sir Patrick May- 
hew. 

Mr. Hume, leader of the 
Social Democratic and La- 
bour Party, said he hoped 
the evidence would lead to a 
new British government 


darkest days of Northern 
Ireland history. 

Thirteen civil rights de- 
monstrators died when Bri- 
tish troops fired into a 
crowd. The soldiers told an 
official inquiry they thought 
they were under fire from 
Irish Republican Army 
guerrillas. 

The inquiry' exonerated 
them of any blame but fam- 
ilies of those killed maintain 
that the shooting was unpro- 
voked and want a British 
government inquiry and an 
official apology. 

Michael McKinney, whose 
27-year-old brother was 
among those killed, said new' 
evidence gathered by a writer 
and a legal expert should 


clear his brother's name. 

“We know that the British 
government told lies about 
them (the demonstrators), sa- 
ying they had nail bombs and 
the government must remove 
that stigma for justice to be 
done.” he told reporters. 

Mr. H"me, member of 
parliament for the London- 
derry area where the inci- 
dent happened, said he 
hoped the new evidence 
would reopen the books on 
Bloody Sunday. 

Britain says the shootings 
were tragic but needs new 
evidence if there is to be a 
new investigation. 

Also present was author 
Don Mullan, whose recent 
book purports to prove that 


a sniper or snipers fired into 
the crowd from the walls of 
Londonderry. 

Moves for a new inquiry 
have the backing of the Irish 
government. Britain’s part- 
ner in the search for a last- 
ing Northern Ireland settle- 
ment. 

The Bloody Sunday inci- 
dent shocked the province 
but was most keenly felt 
among the 40 per cent Irish 
nationalist Catholic com- 
munity, from which the vic- 
tims came. 

Historians say it persuad- 
ed many young Catholics to 
join the underground IRA. 
which has fought a 28-vear 
war to end British rule of 
the province. 


investigation into one of (he 

Cambodian defence chiefs bring calm to northwest 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Calm returned to Cambo- 
dia's Battambang province 
Saturday after the countiy ’s 
co-defence ministers helped 
defuse tension between ri- 
val factions in the coalition 
government, officials said. 

Co-Defence Ministers Tea 
Banh of the Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP) and 


Tea Chamrath of the royal- 
ist FU NCIN PEC party 

chaired a meeting Friday in 
Battambang involving sen- 
ior police and military offi- 
cers and representatives of 
Cambodia's rival premiers. 

“Everything is OK now, 
after the meeting,” Tea 
Banh told Reuters Saturday, 
without elaborating. 


The meeting was called to 
end several days of clashes 
in the rice-bowl province of 
Battambang in northwest 
Cambodia between CPP 
and FUNCINPEC forces, in 
which both sides received 
casualties. 

Representatives of both 
parties, which formed an 
uneasy coalition after U.N.- 


run general elections in 
1993, presented evidence to 
show the other had pro- 
voked the clashes, said 
Thlang Sovanarith. FUN- 
CINPEC’s deputy military 
commander of the region. 

He said both sides had 
tried to block main roads 
leading into Battambang 
Friday. 
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Real symbol of peace 

AFTER THE resolution of the Hebron deadlock, 
Jerusalem is poised to become tbe next hot issue 
ever which the Arabs and Israel will remain 
deeply divided. Immediately after the Hebron deal 
the Palestinian president proclaimed anew' that 
Edst Jerusalem will be the capital of the state or 
Palestine no matter what Israel claims. 
Meanwhile, during Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s recent visit to the Vatican 
he again repeated his country’s now familiar posi- 
tion that all of Jerusalem should fall under Israel’s 
sole sovereignty. The Israeli prime minister 
renewed this stance during his visit to Washington 
this week. In an address to the Washington 
Institute for Near Eastern Policy Friday, Mr. 
Netanyahu declared that “Jerusalem is onr capi- 
tal. We will do everything that is necessary to 
ensure the united and undivided nature of 
Jerusalem under Israel’s sovereignty.” 

The Arab stand on Jerusalem, meanwhile, was 
once again articulated by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan when he told French jour- 
nalists at the conclusion of his talks with French 
President Jacques Chirac that Israel’s unilateral 
annexation of Arab East Jerusalem is “null and 
void.” “Regarding the political dimension (of 
Jerusalem), our position is clear,” the Prince said. 
‘It is based on international law. Arab East 
Jerusalem is an integral part of the Arab 
Palestinian territories occupied by Israel in 1967.” 

International law does not accept the acquisi- 
tion of territory by war. International jurispru- 
dence also prohibits unilateral annexation of terri- 
tories. Almost every U.N. General Assembly and 
Security Council resolution includes Jerusalem 
when It refers to the occupied Arab territories. 
With the Arab and Israeli positions diametrically 
opposed to one another, tbe stage is set for tough 
and painstaking negotiations In the months and 
years ahead. 

The significance of Jordan’s clear-cut pro- 
nouncement on Arab Jerusalem could not have 
escaped the attention of the Israeli government. 
Jordan and Israel enjoy not only a formal peace 
treaty but warm relations on many levels. Israel 
cannot afford to ignore Jordan’s determination to 
restore Arab control over Arab Jerusalem in the 
framework of the final solution to the Palestinian 
question. While Israel is jockeying for support for 
its stand on the Holy City, common sense, fair- 
ness and equity dictate that it bears in mind the 
deep Arab attachment to East Jerusalem. If the 
Jewish state wants to live in real and ever-lasting 
peace with its neighbours, it will have to relent on 
a matter of utmost importance not only to the Arab 
World, but also the Muslim World at large. If 
Netanyahu is as pragmatist as be has proved to be 
in dealing with the Hebron issue, we may still 
expect him to manifest an equal amount of far- 
sightedness when dealing with the Jerusalem prob- 
lem as well. Otherwise he risks all that has been 
achieved so far for a position that cannot be ten- 
able in the long-term. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra’i daily discussed the plight of the 
Iraqi people and said that despite the partial easing of 
the embargo and the sale of oil to buy food and medi- 
cine the Iraqis are not receiving the food and medical 
supplies they need. All that happened was a commercial 
transaction, between the Iraqi government and the 
United Nations, which gave the U.N. authority to deduct 
and allocate most of the oil revenues to those demand- 
ing compensation, said Mahmoud Rimawi. The writer 
said the Iraqis are getting very little from this transac- 
tion and their ordeal is still unresolved, which means 
that the Iraqi-U.N. accord did not take into account the 
humanitarian needs of the IS million Iraqis whose chil- 
dren still suffer and whose living conditions have been 
reduced to miserable levels. What is required now from 
foreign and Arab countries who have concluded com- 
mercial transactions with the U.N. and the Iraqi govern- 
ment is to give due consideration to the actual needs of 
the Iraqi population, demanded the writer. When the 
time comes for renewing the U.N. deal on the sale of 
further quantities of oiL said the writer. Arab govern- 
ments should pressure the U.N. into showing a humani- 
tarian face by ensuring ample provisions for the Iraqi 
people. 

A WRITER for AI Ra'i suggested that Arab govern- 
ments and Arab organisations follow in the footsteps of 
the Jewish organisations in seeking to know about and 
demand to acquire funds deposited in Swiss banks by 
wealthy Arabs who passed away. The Jewish organisa- 
tions are seeking funds deposited in these banks by Jews 
killed during the World War II and the Swiss banks, 
obligingly, have recently established a special fund to 
deal with this matter, said Fahed Fanek. The writer said 
the Swiss hold large amounts of money deposited by 
Arab political leaders who had stashed the money in 
Switzerland where they would be safe. No doubt many 
of these wealthy personalities passed away over the past 
five decades in the course of political upheavals in the 
Arab World, leaving behind deposited funds unaccount- 
ed for. The writer said Arab organisations can raise this 
matter with the Swiss authorities and Swiss banks and 
demand to retrieve these funds, adding that the Arab 
League can play a leading role in this affair. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 



Privatisation — objections must be examined, not ignored 


PRIVATISATION IS a controversial subject and no con- 
sensus has been reached, or could be reached, among 
Jordanians regarding privatisation of public sector enter- 
prises. The advantages of privatisation were talked about 
time and again without positive results. Therefore, we 
should start talking about possible disadvantages of pri- 
vatisation in the current Jordanian economic setting and 
try to examine these potential disadvantages and all the 
doubts that surround privatisation, whether real or imagi- 
nary. 

Some observers strongly deny that corruption, misman- 
agement and malpractices are a monopoly reserved for 
the public sector. In many cases, the opposite is correct, 
and examples are abound. It is true that there are many 
public enterprises which are badly managed, but it is 
equally true that there are many public enterprises which 
are successful and efficient The type of ownership in 
itself is not enough to judge the success or thr failure of 
any enterprise. The problem lies in the management, not 
the ownership. Many private enterprises fail and go out of 
business every year. 

There is a legitimate fear that privatisation in a country 
where unemployment rate is high could worsen the situa- 
tion. Most likely, the first action which will be taken by 
the private sector management, after taking over a public 
enterprise, is to downsize the cadre by laying off the 


excessive and less productive staff. This means convert- 
ing the underemployed to full-fledged unemployed. 

Some people would argue that in the long run the pnva- 
rised enterprise will grow and create more jobs. This may 
be true, but who is ready to wait for the long run, and how 
can anyone convince the current staff not to worry about 
their job security? 

Others worry drat offering public enterprises for sale 
will simply transfer ownership and control to the wealthy 
few whicti, in turn, will further concentrate wealth in their 
hands. The rich will become richer and the poor poorer, 
goes the saying. In the case of Jordan, the problem is fur- 
ther complicated by. the perception, right or wrong, that 
economic units will go to a certain category of citizens 
which have the financ ial means to acquire the strategic 
enterprises. This, they say, would amount to a transition 
of political power from one category of citizens to anoth- 
er. 

Consumers, on the other hand, worry about higher 
prices of goods and services after privatisation. The enter- 
prise which was run by the public sector for the general 
benefit of the population will be run by the private sector 
for profit. Such enterprises will not be required only to 
give up government subsidies, they will also be expected 
to make profits for the new owners. This change of struc- 
ture and objectives will lead to higher prices of goods and 


services. Water is a case m point. . 

It is only normal in privatisation practices to make the;, 
investment available to foreigners. This is ot course sen- 
sitive What if our Telecommunications Corporation went 
to the Japanese investors, the Royal Jordanian to the' 
Saudis. The Jordan Cement Factories Company to the 
Germans, Arara Hotel to the Israelis, and so on . There are 
answers to such questions, but rhe point could not be dis- 
missed out of hand without satisfactory explanation. - 

The major obstacle confronting the policy of privatisa- 
tion is the fact that die Jordanian public opinion is. for 
objective and historical reasons, solidly against it. That is 
why the government is so slow in taking practical steps 
towards privatisation. No government can ignore the 
resistance of its people. Privatisation is not only opposed 
by the staff ■ -f public enterprises, but also by the general 

public opinion. . , . . 

So far the privatisation process dealt with form rattier 
than with substance. The conversion of public corpora- 
tions into shareholding companies owned 100 per cent by 
the government can be described as commercialisation or 
corporatisation, but it is by no means privatisation. Lots 
of work should be done to achieve real privatisation, such 
as evaluation and financial and admlnisirative restructur- 
ing. Questions and doubts will engulf the policy makers 
unless full transparency is guaranteed. 


Court of appeals orders election committee 
to enforce election law against AIPAC 

Decision could open pro-Israeli lobby finances to scrutiny 


AFTER YEARS of arduous 
litigation, American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) hailed the 
decision by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of 
Columbia ordering the 
Federal Election 

Commission (FEC) to 
enforce campaign financing 
laws against the American- 
Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC). In an 8 
to 2 ruling, the court rejected 
the FEC’s contention that 
AIPAC should not be gov- 
erned by the same rules as 
other contributors to political 
campaigns. 

ADC, which worked exten- 
sively on the case originally 
brought against AIPAC in 
1989, welcomed tbe Dec. 6. 
1996, ruling as a positive 
step towards greater scrutiny 
of the powerful pro-Israel 
lobby. “AIPAC cannot con- 
tinue to function as a political 
action committee, yet evade 
federal election laws," ADC 
President Hala Maksoud 
said. “This is a welcome 
development, especially 
when we are dealing with a 
lobby with an annual budget 
of $14 million and such con- 
siderable influence on our 
nation’s Mideast policies." 

ADC provided thorough 
legal and factual research in 
support of the initial com- 
plaint brought forth by seven 
prominent figures, including 
James Akins, former U.S. 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia; 
Andrew KiUgore. former 
U.S. ambassador to Qatar; 
Paul Findley, former U.S. 
congressman from Illinois; 
the late George Ball, former 
under-secretary of state in the 
Kennedy administration; 
Richard Curtiss, former chief 


inspector of the USIA; and 
Robert J. Hanks, a retired 
U.S. rear admiral. They are 
represented by attorneys 
Daniel Schember and former 
ADC President Abdeen 
Jabara. 

The plaintiffs brought an 
administrative complaint 
before tbe FEC in 1989 ask- 
ing that AIPAC be required 
to register as a political 
action committee. After the 
FECs failure to act on the 
complaint in a timely man- 
ner, the plaintiffs went to 
court to force the FEC to 
rule. Although the FEC 
found that AIPAC had made 
in-kind contributions of more 
than $1,000, thus falling 
under the definition of a 
political action committee, it 
did not require it to register 
as such, arguing that making 
contributions to politicaTcan : 
didates was not the organisa- 
tion’s main function. The 
FEC therefore exempted 
AIPAC from the disclosure 
requirements applied to 
political action committees 
based on its finding that cam- 
paign contributions constitut- 
ed only a small portion of the 
organisation’s activities. This 
was the first time that the 
FEC used this interpretation 
of the law. 

The Court of Appeals criti- 
cised the FEC for overstep- 
ping its bounds by seeking to 
act as a court of law. It added 
that the commission bad mis- 
interpreted federal election 
law when it based its deci- 
sion on wbat portion of the 
oiganisation’s fends was 
used to contribute to political 
campaigns. 

Judge Lawrence Silbennan 
wrote in the court’s majority 
opinion that “the FEC’s inter- 


pretation of ’political com- 
mittee' would allow a large 
organisation to contribute 
substantial sums to campaign 
activity, as long as the contri- 
butions are a small portion of 
the organisation's * overall 
budget, without being subject 
to the limitations and require- 
ments imposed on political 
committees." Therefore, an 
organisation spending its 
“entire $ 1 milli on budget on 
campaign activity would be a 
political organisation, while 
another organisation spend- 
ing SI milli on of its $100 
million budget on campaign 
activity would not" 

The FEC has 90 days from 
the date of the ruling to 
request review by the 
Supreme Court. Otherwise, it 
must enforce the court's deci- 
sion ^However, the-commis- 
~sj5D~~“can ^con tinue to let 
AIPAC 'gef offThe hook by 
engaging in a 'conciliation 
agreement,’ issuing a fine, or 
determining that AIPAC had 
ceased to violate the 
Campaign Financing Act," 
according to Jabara. “Given 
the timidity of the FEC in 
enforcing the provisions of 
the act against AIPAC on the 
original administrative com- 
plaint, it may well continue 
to buckle under the enormous 
power of tbe pro-Israeli 
lobby and allow AIPAC to 
continue to obfuscate the real 
issues." 

This was not the first rime 
that tbe FEC tried to protect 
the Israeli lobby. In 1984, 
AIPAC targeted Charles 
Percy, then chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, because of his 
critical positions towards 
Israel. At that time, Michael 
Go land, an AIPAC member. 


spent $i million on anti- 
Percy advertisements in print 
and broadcast media. 
Gtizens for Percy sued the 
FEC for failing to fairly 
investigate Goland’s spend- 
ing practices. A U.S. District 
Court found there was “rea- 
son to believe" that Goland’s 
spending had violated federal 
law and described the FEC’s 
handling of Percy’s formal 
complaint as “unacceptable" 
and “contrary to law.” Percy 
lost his reelection bid and 
AIPAC claimed victory for 
ousting a member of 
Congress who had dared to 
question Israeli policies. 

Election laws require 
organisations that donate 
more than $1,000 to political 
candidates to register as 
political action committees. 
Many of AIPAC’s contribu- 
’ Dons ” — which “ 'exceefT 
$1,000 — are in-kind, such 
as staff time donated to polit- 
ical candidates. “Such in- 
kind contributions are not 
exempted as contributions 
and do not change the fact 
that AIPAC has regularly and 
continuously flouted the 
requirements of the law,” 
Jabara said. 

As a political action com- 
mittee, AIPAC would be 
required to submit regular 
reports to the FEC and dis- 
close who provides its fund- 
ing and where that money is 
spent anytime it gives or 
receives sums in excess of 
$200. It would also have to 
comply by federal laws pro- 
hibiting it from accepting 
corporate contributions and 
from making donations in 
excess of $ 10.000 to any sin- 
gle political candidate. 

ADC Times 


Conflicts stalling Caucasus push to outside world 


LONDON (R) — In more optimistic moments. Georgia, 
Armenia and .Azerbaijan dream of turning their troubled 
Caucasus region into a new silk road, along which vast amounts 
of goods would travel between central Asia and Europe. 

But Western experts, analysts and diplomats say this idea will 
slay on paper until the three countries can solve the protracted 
ethnic conflicts that still divide the region. 

It seems the gulf between potential and reality remains frus- 
tracingly wide for the three war-weary Caucasus states, keen to 
bolster their fragile independence by expanding economic ties 
with the west. 

Senior officials from all three countries, making a rare joint 
appearance at a two-day London conference on the Caucasus 
late last month, chose at first to be more upbeat 

There is obvious need for better economic integration. We 
should aim to create a common economic space stretching from 
the Black Sea to the Caspian, from the Russian border to the 
Iranian border," said Georgian parliament Chairman Zurab 
Zhvaniya. 

’The traditional role of the region as a crossroads between 
east and west is becoming a reality. 

“Uzbek cotton is transported to Europe through Georgian 
ports — this is now the shortest route. We expect to increase 
shipments of chrome. Siberian aluminium and Kazakh oil." 

But before the three states can start working together, they 
have to overcome some awesome hurdles. 

Separatists in Georgia rule over the breakaway territories of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia while Armenia and Azerbaijan are 
deadlocked over the disputed enclave of Nagomo-Karabakh. 
inside Azerbaijan but ruled by its Armenian population. 

“We are looking mainly at the future when discussing the 
positive side. The negative is much more with us at present,” 
said Dr. Edmund Herzig, senior research fellow and Caucasus 
specialist at the International Institute of Strategic Studies. 

While Armenia and Azerbaijan pay lip service to the idea of 
closer integration, both accuse the other of using economic 
levers such as blockades to further their aims. 

“The existence and use of these levers does put into question 
the idea that the three can develop shared economic interests," 
said Mr. Herzig. 

Western eyes are focused on the huge oil reserves in the Azeri 
sector of the Caspian Sea. but otherwise ties are relatively lim- 
ited and look set to stay that way. 


The leaderships in Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia have strengthened their positions by holding local elec- 
tions and Caucasus analysts say they are unlikely to give up 
their dominance in exchange for promises of increased riches. 

“These people have clearly viable states, institutions and eco- 
nomic management systems. The only thing they seem to be 
lacking is the international recognition," said Inna Matveeva of 
the International Alert non-governmental organisation. 

“They see that north Cyprus has been functioning like this for 
many years and seems to be surviving. Economic hardship has 
not pushed people to reconciliation. What are the incentives for 
these societies to make peace?" 

Western experts say there are some signs of hope for resolv- 
ing the Abkhaz and south Ossetian stalemates but are much 
gloomier about Nagorno-Karabakh, focus of a nine-year fight 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Armenian troops 
seized the territory between their border and the enclave and 
now occupy 20 per cent of Azerbaijan. 

Both sides arc sticking to a locally-agreed ceasefire but show 
no signs of finding a permanent solution. 

During the conference Azeri and Armenian delegates 
exchanged familiar accusations', showing how much remains to 
be done. 

“We do not trust the Azeris and they do not trust us — this is 
the position. We could have solved some problems if we had 
some trust," conceded Gerard Libaridian, senior adviser to 
Armenian president Levon Ter- Petrosyan. 

Conspiracy theorists in the three republics look over their 
shoulder towards Russia, widely accused of interfering in the 
Caucasus to keep the region weak and thereby close to 
Moscow. 

“There are forces which see independent Azerbaijan and 
Armenia as aberrations, temporary events, so this is why we 
should work closely together for the benefit of our peoples,” 
said Azeri Deputy Foreign Minister Mahmud Mamed- Kuliyev. 

Mr. Libaridian seemed to agree, saying Armenia should coop- 
erate with Georgia and Azerbaijan to foster confidence and cre- 
ate the possibility of reaching a conclusive peace. 

But in the next breath he ruled out making any more conces- 
sions to Azerbaijan to lessen tbe tension: “"Any further steps 
will strengthen the position of those in Baku who feel the inter- 
national community can pressure Armenia into giving in.” 


LETTERS 


‘Breaching links ' 


To the Editor: 

I REFER to an article published by the Jordan Times 
on Thursday. February 6. 1997 regarding a statement 
made by the minister of communications on his inten- 
tion to award two new cellular telephone licences in 
Jordan. 

As an attorney representing Jordan Mobile 
Telephone Services “Fastlink," I would like to clarify 
the legal position of Fastlink on the statement. Upon 
reviewing the terms and conditions of the licence 
awarded to Fastlink in a binding contract with the 
government of Jordan, and all the relevant provisions 
in the documents which are an integral part of the con- 
tract, I am of the opinion that the said announcement 
is in breach of the express and implicit conditions of 
the contract. This opinion is based on the following:" 

1. Express stipulation: ; v 

Article 2 of the Licence Agreement (the licence) 

states that the licence is made up of seven documents 
constituting the agreement between the TCC and 
JMTS. 

One of these documents is the Request for Tenders 
(TCC 24/93. dated November 6. 1993). This contrac- 
tual document states in Article 1.2.1 that “During the 
exclusivity period no additional cellular licences will 
be issued, after that the TCC may consider granting 
-additional hcences -for cellulartelephony." 

Thus. Article 1.2.1 clearly states ihat TCC may not 
even consider granting additional licences before the 
expiry of the exclusivity period. 

2. Intention of the parties to the contract: 

It is emphatically stated in the Jordanian Civil Code 
that when interpreting the contract it shall be obliga- 
tory to look for the common intent of the two con- 
tracting parties. (Section 239 of the Civil Code). It is 
evident from Article (9/e) of the Licence Agreement 
with Fastlink that the intention of the government had 
been to abstain from floating a second tender before 
the expiry of the exclusivity period. This article reads 
as follows: “The minimum guaranteed payable 
amounts of the' annual revenue within five years of the 
granting of the licence.” Article (9/e) also states that at 
the end of the fifth year. Fastlink shall pay the gov- 
ernment JD 8.4 million. Now, it is absolutely clear 
that during the fifth year the government is committed 
not to bring in another licencee since this commitment 
is the only consideration for Fasti ink's obligation to 
pay the minimum guaranteed amount of JD^S.4 mil- 
lion. 

Under the above mentioned Article 1 9/e). Fastlink 
undertook to pay the government minimum guaran- 
teed amounts totalling JD 24 million, or 20 percent of 
the gross service revenue regardless of profitability, 
whichever is greater, payable by four annual instal- 
ments starting with the second year of the licence i e 
the first year of actual operation. These payments 
were only stipulated in return for arantina Fastlink an 
exclusivity of operation during the fifth year from the 
licence, i.e. for the fourth year of actual operation. 
Allowing other companies to become operational 
immediately after the end of the fourth year from the 
licence is contrary to the intention of the parties and is 
in clear violation of the Article (9/e). 

3. Negative effects; 

i° lhe above guaranteed payments, 
Fastlink paid the government JD 7 million 'for the 
Uceore^dro 14^84 million for .he disconnection of 
? *, * Mobile Telephone System (MTS). 

Including the guaranteed payments made bv Fastlink, 
die company has thus far. paid JD 30 million to the 
government of Jordan and the TCC and ' hL that 
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Egypt’s Mahfouz: The West is a world that is opening up 



By Anton la Goardia 

NAGUIB MAHFOUZ sits 
smoking and drinking cof- 
fee with his friends in a 
Cairo cafe, a scene that 
might have been taken from 
one of his books. The old 
man, frail, blind and almost 
deaf, is encircled by his fol- 
lowers. He sits impassively, 
wearing dark glasses and an 
old fashioned suit buttoned 
up around a turtle-neck 

sweater. 

His friends take it in turn 
to bellow into his left ear. 
reading extracts from the 
latest newspapers and 
recounting events of the 
day. They wait for a hearty 
laugh to enliven his blank 
stare. 

He could be Sheikh Abd- 
Rabbih Al-Ta’ih. a Sufi 
mystic who inhabits his last 
book, “Echoes of An Auto- 
biography,^ and utters 
aphorisms such as: "The 
present is a light that flick- 
ers between two darkness- 
es.” 


Naguib Mahfouz 

Mahfouz is the unques- 
tioned giant of Arabic cul- 
ture. But his Nobel prize for 
literature in 1988 pushed 
him grudgingly into public 
view. 

Last month was packed 
with ceremonies honouring 
his S5th birthday. The 
American University in 
Cairo inaugurated a literary 


prize in his 
name, while the 
Cairo Film Fes- 
tival gave out a 
Naguib Mah- 
fouz award- But 
Mahfouz 
seemed almost 
detached from 
his public per- 
sona. He stayed 
away from all 
functions, 
protesting ill- 
health. He is 
jealous of his 
privacy, but the 
world insists on 
stealing his 
identity. 

“During the 
festival there was a film 
from Azerbaijan based on 
one of your books," shout- 
ed Mohammad A1 Kafrani, 
an engineer. 

“Azerbaijan? I’ve never 
heard of that country." 
replied Mahfouz with a 
touch of irritation. “It 
seems that they are a bit 
like us in Egypt. They make 


films with no respect for 
copyright." 

His birthday cake was in 
the form of a book, with the 
inscription. “Welcome 
Awlad Haretna," the title of 
the book that almost killed 
Mahfouz. 

Until recently most of the 
Arab. World had forgotten 
about Awlad Haretna, trans- 
lated in English as “Chil- 
dren of Gebalawi”. The 
allegory of the search for 
religious faith incorporat- 
ing characters resembling 
Moses. Jesus and Moham- 
mad, was serialised in A1 
Ahram in 1959 but was 
banned because of protests 
from militants. 

When Mahfouz accepted 
the Nobel prize from the 
godless West, militants 
denounced him as an apos- 
tate particularly after he 
defended Salman Rushdie 
against the Iranian death 
sentence. 

In October 1994, he was 
stabbed twice in the neck as 
he left home to attend his 


weekly Thursday literary 
evening in a coffee house in 
the centre of Cairo. A 
young militant who had 
never read Mahfouz's 
books confessed and was 
hanged after a military trial. 

Mahfouz has been given a 
bodyguard by the govern- 
ment But his writing hand 
was paralysed and he has 
not written a book since. He 
refuses to dictate. “I would 
love to write, but I am the 
sort of person who thinks 
with his hands." be told me 
during one of Iris gatherings 
in the Shepherd Hotel on 
the banks of the Nile. 

The meetings are meant 
to be discreet to ensure the 
writer’s safety. But the 
hotel's management could 
not resist placing a picture 
of Mahfouz on the wall of 
the lounge. 

“Echoes of an Autobiog- 
raphy”, which may be his 
last book, is being pub- 
lished in English thia 
month. It is a collection of 
snippets of life, parables. 


aphorisms, the sayings of a 
Sufi mystic and musings on 
old age and death. 

Despite the title, it is far 
from an autobiography. 
Mahfouz said others have 
already sifted through 
enough personal details. 
“My life is very simple. 
There is nothing missing. 
But nobody wants To 
believe that." He pointed to 
Nadine Gordimer’s intro- 
duction. which says: “The 
essence of a writer's being 
is in the work, not the per- 
sonality." 

Mahfouz is a paradox. He ' 
is the best-known Arab 
w-riter. but reveals little 
about his private life; he 
modelled his masterpiece, 
of social realism, the 
"Cairo Trilogy", on the 
great Western novels, but 
has hardly ever left Egypt; 
he writes about Cairo’s 
urban society but shuns its 
colloquial language in 
favour of classical Arabic; 
and despite his popularity, 
he visibly dislikes the more 


militant strains of Arab 
nationalism which infects 
other intellectuals. 

One of his few trips was 
to London in 1991 for an 
operation. "I would have 
loved to have travelled. At 
first I did not have the 
opportunity. Later, when I 
grew up, I had a job and 
starred in literature, travel- 
ling would have been a bur- 
den on my work 1 would 
have hated it." 

Mahfouz has no doubt 
that it was right to throw 
the British out of Egypt, but 
acknowledges that they left 
a legacy of "civilisation.” 
In youth Mahfouz flirted 
with socialism and, it 
seems, almost lost bis faith 
in Islam and adopted sci- 
ence as the religion of the 
modem age. But he was 
never a militant and, unlike 
many of his intellectual col- 
leagues, was never impris- 
oned. 

Mahfouz avoids con- 
frontation. Even the notori- 
ous “Children of Gebalawi" 


was written only in allegor- 
ical form. Militants, he 
said, could not differentiate 
between literary symbols 
and reality-. 

Mahfouz insists he 
remains a believer. “I 
match science and religion. 
1 hope God agrees." he 
said. “I think that science 
without human values 
could be evil instead of 
good." 

He suddenly became ani- 
mated. even scornful, on 
the subject of the Arab 
World's dual conflict with 
Israel and the West. “Those 
who are against the West 
are trying to shield them- 
selves" from a world that is 
opening up. Those coun- 
tries that are against West- 
ern civilisation and democ- 
racy, where do they set 
their arms from? The West. 
Where do they get science 
and medicine? The West. 
And what about the engi- 
nccring skills to build? The 
West. 

Dnily Telegraph 


Asian cities choking themselves to death 


By Tom Wright 

Reuser 

JAKARTA — Asia’s bur- 
geoning dries are choking 
themselves to death and 
unless they take a new 
approach to development, 
overcrowding could threat- 
en future economic growth 
in the region, urban plan- 
ners and analysts say. 

“The problem with Asian 
cities is just they've grown 
so fast," said Vishaka 
Desai, convenor of a con- 
ference on “the future of 
Asia’s cities” held in Jakar- 
ta recently. 

“There is no precedent. 
The growth has got ahead 
of them," Mrs. Desai, who 
is vice-president for cultur- 
al programmes at the New 


Yoik-based Asia Aoriety, 
told Reuters. 

Meeting in the sprawling 
metropolis of the Indone- 
sian capital, delegates had 
first-hand experience of 
one of Asia’s most over- 
crowded cities as they 
searched for solutions to 
the region’s urban prob- 
lems. 

The gathered experts 
were unanimous that cities 
across Asia are near break- 
ing point. 

“Essentially, the dues 
will choke themselves to 
death. It is in the economic 
interests of the cities to deal 
with the impact of rapid 
development.” Mrs. Desai 
said. 

An Asian problem? 

Liu Thai-ker. a Singa- 


pore-based architect, said it 
was valid to talk about the 
crisis facing Asian dries 
because, although cultural- 
ly diverse, most urban cen- 
tres in the region suffered 
similar problems. “There is 
such a thing as common 
characteristics of the big 
Asian cities. You have rapid 
growth, a large population 
size and limited land and 
you have to find a way ro 
build housing in a rapid 
way but with quality assur- 
ance,” Mr. Liu said. 

United Nations figures 
show that between 1990- : 
1995 Asia's 13 largest dues 
grew at an average rate of 
2.96 per cent a year com- 
pared to 1.26 per cent in 
Europe and the United 
States. 


Jakarta, a dty of almost 
10 million, grew at 4.35 per 
cent in the same five-year 
period. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates that by 2000, 13 of 
the world's 21 mega-dties 
of more than 10 million 
people will be in Asia. 

Mr. Liu said urban growth 
had been a catalyst for 
Asia’s much-heralded eco- 
nomic achievements, but 
insuffident planning meant 
it was now running out of 
control. 

He said the result in many 
Asian cities was 24-hour-a- 
day traffic chaos, rampant 
pollution and wasteful land 
use, compounded by an 
ever-increasing urban pop- 
ulation. 

Mrs. Desai said they had 


chosen Jakarta to host the 
conference because ii 
embodied all of these prob- 
lems. 

Delegates and speakers 
had to be accommodated 
near the conference venue 
because they feared grid- 
locked traffic would other- 
wise have disrupted pro- 
ceedings. 

A question of priorities 

Mr. Liu said population 
pressure meant govern- 
ments should take a more 
planned approach in deal- 
ing with concrete issues of 
providing housing, hospi- 
tals, schools and other 
infrastructure. 

“Most cities don’t have 
enough well-trained plan- 


ners because the pace of 
growth is just far too fast.” 
Mr. Liu said, adding that 
corruption often led to mis- 
use of land and resources. 

He added it was impor- 
tant to be pragmatic in the 
formulation of a blue-print 
for Asian city development. 

“It is very* hard to talk to a 
western planner and say we 
have no choice but to build 
high-rise housing. They 
cannot understand it and 
therefore don't need to 
accept it...But where do 
you get all the land?" Mr. 
Liu said. 

“The danger of talking 
about cities is talking about 
beauty' first.*’ he said, 
adding that only after pro- 
viding basic services could 
Asian cities afford the luxu- 


ry of thinking about aes- 
thetics. 

But for South Korean 
architect Kvvaak Young 
Hoon. chief planner for the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, the 
main problem with Asian 
cities is that they are 
becoming homogenous and 
characterless. 

He said the development 
of Jakarta had been driven 
by economic rather than 
social considerations. 
“What is wrong with Jakar- 
ta is that it could be 
Bangkok. Seoul or any- 
where.” Mr. Kwaak said. 

Adi Sasono, chairman of 
the Jakarta-based Centre 
for Information and Devel- 
opment Studies (CIDES). 
said city planning was 
aimed at fulfilling the needs 


of the rich and had ignored 
the mass of workers ih.it 
line Asia's crowded streets. 

“City planning is more 
sensitive to die expansion 
of the economy of wants. 
The economy of needs is 
the economy of poor peo- 
ple." Mr. Sasono said. 

Mrs. Desai said Asian 
cities of the future would 
have to take the needs of 
the poor into account. 
Multi-nationals should be 
persuaded that sustainable 
development and not just 
profit margins are impor- 
tant. 

"We have to tell them; ‘If 
you don’t create affordable 
housing where is your 
cheap labour going to come 
from?',” she said. 



Syria ready to restart talks 'tomorrow' 


(Continued from page 1) 

concessions promised by 
previous administrations. 

“The Syrian position is 
clear and we are ready to 
resume negotiations from 
the point where the talks 
stopped,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

In Was hi ngton, Mr. 
Netanyahu said talks could 
be revived without condi- 
tions and that he was ready 
to meet with President 
Assad. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria 
was waiting for details 
from the United States on 
Mr. Netanyahu’s offer. 

Once the two sides sit 
down together, they can 
press any demand, Mr. 
Netanyahu said Friday. ‘’If 
President Assad does 
prove, soon I hope, that he 
chooses the path to peace, 
he will find us reasonable 
and cooperative partners," 
he said. 

”If he chooses the path 
of violence, he will leave 


us no choice but to defend 
ourselves, and to defend 
our interests, ” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

*Tt ought to be that 
(Assad) should be interest- 
ed in the peace of Syria's 
children and the future 
generations’ destiny as I 
am for Israel’s children 
and our future,*' the Israeli 
leader said on NBC Televi- 
sion. "You'll have to inter- 
view him and ask him 
‘why don't you just come 
to the peace table’?” 

Mr. Netanyahu declined 
to spell out the details of 
the ‘’creative formula” he 
said he supports for peace 
talks. Asked when he 
would meet with Mr. 
Assad, he replied, "yester- 
day.” 

*Td rather not engage in 
the polemics of precondi- 
tions,” he said. "In point 
of practice, I don’t think 
we can get pretty far if 
(anti-Israeli) terrorism 
continues after we start the 


negotiations. But I’m not 
in the business of putting 
up preconditions.” 

Based on undisclosed 
proposals Mr. Netanyahu 
brought with him to Wash- 
ington, President Clinton 
said Thursday he was 
encouraged peace talks 
with Syria could be 
revived. 

“Both nations want to 
conclude a peace agree- 
ment. and the United 
States will work with both 
nations to try to achieve 
that goal," Mr. Clinton 
said after meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu at the White 
House. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
at a dinner Thursday night 
at the Israeli embassy, was 
similarly upbeat. *’1, too, 
am confident we can reach 
our goal," he said. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, in a 
toast at the dinner, assured 
the prime minister: *’We 
will be at your side. You 


can count on the United 
States.” 

A Syrian newspaper said 
Saturday Mr. Netanyahu’s 
talks with President Clin- 
ton did not achieve their 
goal of advancing the 
Middle East peace process. 

“The Clinton-Netanyahu 
meetings did not allow for 
the resumption of Syrian- 
Israeli peace talks, 
although this subject dom- 
inated their discussions," 
the official newspaper 
Tishrin said. 

“The American president 
reiterated his commitment 
to guarantee the security 
of Israel and Netanyahu 
repeated his intransigent 
position on his refusal to 
withdraw from the Golan 
Heights” the paper added. 

“Netanyahu pretended to 
bring new ideas aimed at 
restarting the negotiations, 
but the truth quickly came 
out, because be repeated 
his call to resume negotia- 
tions without precondi- 


tions, casting aside the 
principles of the Madrid 
conference." Tishrin said. 

The 1991 Middle East 
peace conference in 
Madrid was based on 
Israel exchanging occu- 
pied land for normalised 
relations with its Arab 
neighbours. 

“Netanyahu’s current 
policy will only lead to 
destruction, without a 
doubt, because Syria will 
not take up new talks from 
ground zero, which would 
result in nothing.” the 
paper said. 

According to the Israeli 
newspaper Yediot 

Ahronot, Mr. Netanyahu 
told both Mr. Clinton and 
Ms. Albright that ’you 
must make it clear to 
Assad that he must think of 
other options — the 
option of a total withdraw- 
al from the Golan does not 
exist from our point of 
view.” 


Regent reiterates Jordan’s 
rejection of Israeli claim 


(Continued from page 1) 

inaccurate and misleading information 
that sometimes appears harms the 
country and its interests. 

The Prince cited as an example of 
•‘misleading" information reports that 
Jordanian capital was fleeing the coun- 
try. He said ne had checked this report 
which he learnt of during his European 
tour and found it to be incorrect. 

Asked about Hamas leader Musa Abu 
Marzouk's case and the case of Jor- 
danian prisoners in Kuwait, he said 
judicial authorities in the United States 
and Jordan were in contact on possible 
extradition of Mr. Abu Marzouk. 

Arab mediation is underway over the 
Jordanians imprisoned in Kuwait, he 
said. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan had made 
major achievements, citing a recent 
statement by the IMF whjch offered 
Jordan $52 million in additional credit 
in recognition of its economic perfor- 
mance. 


He said European countries continue 
to offer aid and support to Jordan and 
are willing to help in settling basic 
issues like Jerusalem and refugees and 
the creation of free trade in the region. 

"In the coming few days we are 
scheduled to witness the resumption of 
Jordanian-Palestinian committee meet- 
ings on free trade which aims at ending 
Palestinian subjugation to the Israeli 
hegemony,” he said. We want to 
remove the barriers and enlarge the 
market and attract investments for the 
Jordanian and Palestinian people and to 
help in the process of economic inte- 
gration in the Arab World.” 

Earlier, Prince Hassan briefed the 
Cabinet on the outcome of his visits 
and talks with the leaders of France 
and Switzerland. 
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Arab oil earnings hit 14-year high in 1996 

ABU DHABI lAFP) — Organisation of Arab Petro- United Arab Emirates decline in Western oil income accounts for less 

Arab oil export earnings in leum Exporting Countries (UAE). also boosted inventories caused by a bit- than one third of the 1980 

1996 climbed to their high- CO APEC) showed the Arab income by nearly $4 billion ter cold spell. income in real dollar 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, February 16, 1997 


ABU DHABI lAFP) — 
Arab oil export earnings in 
1996 climbed to their high- 
est level in 14 years due to 
a surge in crude prices 
caused mainly by a pro- 
longed winter in the north- 
ern hemisphere, bankers 
said Thursday. 

The income of the Saudi 
Arabia and other Arab oil 
producers totalled around 
SI 12 billion in 1996. nearly 
S15 billion above their 
crude revenues in 1995. the 
bankers said, citing official 
figures. 

' The 1996 income is the 
highest ; n nominal terms 
since 19S2. The increase 
was of course because of 
the large rise in oil prices 
over 1995 as there was no 
big change in the size of 
their exports." a Riyadh- 
based banker said. 

Figures provided by the 


Organisation of Arab Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
(O APEC ) showed the Arab 

011 export earnings stood at 
around S 142.6 billion in 
19S2. They hit an all-time 
high of S213.7 billion in 
1981. 

The high earnings in 
those years were because 
prices shot above $30 and 
production by Saudi Ara- 
bia. the world's top crude 
supplier, peaked at nearly 

12 million barrels per day 
(bpd) compared with eight 
million bpd at present. 

Barkers said Saudi Ara- 
bia. which controls a quar- 
ter of the world’s oil. 
earned around $43 billion 
from oil exports of nearly 
6.2 million bpd. The earn- 
ings were higher by nearly 
S8 billion above 1995. 

The two other major pro- 
ducers. Kuwait and ihe 


United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), also boosted 
income by nearly S4 billion 
while an extra $1.5 billion 
were earned by Libya and 
$t billion by Qatar and 
Oman. 

“Naturally. Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states bene- 
fited more than other Arab 
countries from the high 
prices as crude exports 
form the bulk of their 
exports and their budgets 
are based mainly on oil 
sales.” a UAE banker said. 

Arab states produced 
more than 18 million bpd of 
oil in 1 996. of which 
around 16 million bpd were 
exported, mostly to Japan 
and the West. 

Crude prices surged to an 
average $20 in 1996 from 
$16.8 in 1995 due to the 
absence of sanction-hit Iraq 
from the market and a sharp 


decline in Western oil 
inventories caused by a bit- 
ter cold spell. 

A steady price decline 
after the oil boom of early 
I9S0s has drained the cof- 
fers of Arab countries, with 
their income shrinking to 
around $83 billion in 1985 
before hitting its lowest 
level of $51.5 billion in 
1986. Oil prices tumbled 
below $10 in 1986 as a 
result of a production war 
within the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. 

“In real terms, the Arab 
oil income last year was not 
much better than in the pre- 
vious years given the grow- 
ing inflation rates and the 
weakening purchasing 
power of the U.S. dollar,** a 
UAE banker said. 

“I do not have precise fig- 
ures, but I think the 1996 


income accounts for less 
than one third of the 1980 
income in real dollar 
terms,” he added- 

Oil prices are still as high 
as they were in the first 
quarter of 1996 and some 
Gulf producers have indi- 
cated in their budgets that 
prices will remain firm 
through the year. 

Bankers said the price 
improvement had offset the 
lack of any increase in the 
production of Gulf states, 
which had hoped to take 
advantage of a steady 
growth in world demand to 
boost their market share. 

But most of the increase 
in global consumption has 
been met by other produc- 
ers, mainly from outside the 
1 1 -nation OPEC. 


GCC states to raise 
cigarette tariff to 100% 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have 
agreed to raise customs tar- 
iffs on cigarette imports to 
70 per cent this year and are 
pla nning to reach 100 per 
cent in the year 2000, 
Oman's health minister 
said. 

Quoted by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) daily 
A1 Khaleej, Ali Moham- 
mad Musa said the six 
members of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) had 
already enforced a tariff of 
50 per cent on cigarette and 
tobacco imports. 

“We have coordinated 
with the finance ministers 
to raise that tariff to 70 per 
cent be said. “The health 
ministers have also agreed 
that the tariff should be 


raised to 100 per cent in the 
year 2000/* 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain. Qatar, 
Kuwait. Oman and the 
UAE — have gradually 
boosted duties on tobacco 
over the past years in a 
campaign to cut consump- 
tion and finance education- 
al programmes about 
smoking hazards. 

GCC sources said the 
increases were also part of 
attempts in member states 
to boost non-oil income to 
diversify their economies. 

Dealers estimated the oil- 
rich GCC countries, which 
have a population of 
around 22 million, import 
nearly 30 billion cigarettes 
per year, worth more than 
$1 billion. 


Sweden gets OECD warning on high wages 


PARIS, i AFP) — The 
OECD has commended 
Sweden for its “remark- 
able” progress in cutting its 
budget deficit and curbing 
inflation, but warned that 
high wage settlements for 
1 996-98 could weaken 
growth prospects. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), in a 
survey of the Swedish 
economy, said it was "well 
placed" to join European 
economic and monetary 
union (EMU) from the start 
on the basis of the Maas- 
tricht treaty criteria. 

It said the budget deficit, 
which peaked at 12.3 per 
cent of GDP in 1993, at the 
height of the recession, was 
cut to an estimated 3.8 per 
cent for 1996 and should 
fall further to 2.5 per cent 
this year, well below the 
three per cent Maastricht 
limit. 

And it considered that 
Sweden’s financial market 
structures should be “well- 
suited” to take pan in a 
common monetary policy. 

But the OECD cautioned 
the Stockholm government 


that EMU would require "a 
wage formation process 
that reflects underlying pro- 
ductivity and employment 
prospects” and a refo- 
cussing of the formal edu- 
cation system to meet the 
need for increased work- 
place skills. 

It stressed that broad 
action would be needed to 
increase labour market 
flexibility, including a 
widening of wage differen- 
tials to provide better 
incentives for human capi- 
tal formation. 

Sweden's nominal wages 
were currently increasing 
“significantly faster than 
the average European rate” 
although the jobless rate 
remained close to its histor- 
ical highs, the report point- 
ed out. 

It estimated the average 
rate for 1996 at 7.9 per cent 
of the workforce, and pro- 
jected to fall slowly to per- 
haps 7.2 per cent by 1998. 

Counting those participat- 
ing in active labour market 
programmes ( more than 12 
per cent of workers were 
unemployed last year and 
the overall total could rise 


to 12.5 per cent in 199S 
because of an expected 
increased enrolment in 
active labour market pro- 
grammes , it said. 

The high jobless level 
nevertheless failed to 
restrain wage increases 
negotiated in the 1995 
wage round for periods of 
two to three years, meaning 
that wages are set to grow 
faster than productivity 
gains. 

“If the next round of wage 
bargaining gives a similar 
result... a~ prolonged weak- 
ness of the economy is like- 
ly to occur” which might 
leave companies few 
options but to shed labour 
to contain costs, the OECD 
cautioned. 

It said the likely conse- 
quences of the latest wage 
round were already visible 
in the shape of “declining 
growth in export shares and 
in investment.” 

The OECD nevertheless 
foresaw a continued 
improvement in Sweden’s 
export market prospects as 
a factor contributing to 
stronger domestic econom- 
ic activity. 


It projected Swedish GDP 
growth to pick up from just 
over 1.7 per cent in 1996 to 
about 2.2 per cent in 1997, 
levelling off at around 2.1 
per cent in 1998, with con- 
sumer price inflation rising 
moderately from about 1.5 
per cent to 2.25 per cent. 

The report. which 
stressed that Swedish 
authorities had been able to 
establish the credibility of 
their anti-inflationary mon- 
etary stance, said stability 
had been underpinned by 
growing financial market 
confidence in Sweden's 
deficit cutting strategy. 

While both short and long 
term interest rates had 
come down substantially, 
there was still a premium 
on Swedish rates, of some 
150 basis points compared 
with similar German rates. 

The report said this might 
reflect uncertainty in finan- 
cial markets as to whether 
the Swedish parliament, in 
a vote scheduled for the end 
of 1997, would decide in 
favour of participation in 
the first round of monetary 
union. 


Seek jobs abroad, Chirac tells French youth 


BOULOGNE- B ILLA COURT. 
France (AFP) — Resident 
Jacques Chirac urged French 
youth Monday io give more con- 
sideration to going abroad to find 
work, as he reiterated his "cru- 
sadc" to tight record unemploy- 
ment. 

Young people “must ncn be 


afraid to leave the country” to 
find work, he told a group of job- 
seekers at a project west of Paris 
designed to use computer tech- 
nology to help find employment 
“French people, in general, do 
not go abroad enough.” said Mr. 
Chirac, who had promised to 
make jobs his "priority of priori- 


ties” when he took office in May 
1995. 

Official figures last month put 
the jobless total at 12.7 per cent, 
and unemployment is expected 
to go up before it comes down. 
Figures for under 25s are even 
worse. 

In an interview Sunday with 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Fnendly 

conversation 
5 Native Israeli 
10 Money 

14 Resort on the 
Adriatic 

15 German war 
craft 

16 — of expertise 

17 Below 

19 Oodles 

20 Sense of self 

21 Model Carol 

22 — heaven (state 
of bitss) 

24 Madrid matron 

26 Copy machine 
additive 

27 Rote for Sly 
29 Reach tor 

33 Leaning Tower 
town 

36 Sound of disdain 

38 “Prince ot — " 

39 Computer 
picture 

40 Unbroken 

42 Spring 

43 Valentino'S 
dance 

45 Macho 

46 — Chanerley 

47 Actress 
Lansbury 

49 Puccini opera 
51 A Jackson 

53 Culled 
57 Carried along 

60 Clique 

61 Goof 

62 Son of Jacob 

63 Place for 
smooching 

66 Oil cartel 

67 Toss out 

68 Part ol the eye 

69 Had on 

70 William Butler — 

71 Recofors 

DOWN 

1 Sherlock's finds 

2 Depend 

3 Attach 

4 From head to — 

5 Taming devices 

6 Lend a hand 


1 

n 

3 

4 

1 

5 

e 

7 

a 

9 

1 

io~“ 

11 

12 

13 

pi 




15 





16 




17 




IB 






19 




20 



■ 

21 



■ 

22 


23 





24 



25 



■ 

26 







27 



28 


■ 

29 



30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 


1 

36 



37 

■ 

38 





39 




4<r 





1 

42 




43 




44 

■ 

45 




46 




47 





48 

■ 

49 



50 



HHB9 

SI 



52 


■ 

53 



54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 


L. 

lL 


■ 

60 



■ 

61 



62 




■ 

IbT- 


F 




65 




66 




67 





1 

68 




69 

__ 


__ 

70 


_ 

_ 

__ 

71 

__ 

__ 

_ 


Wednesday's Puzzle solve A* 


7 Feather scarf 

8 Role for Dustin 

9 Greek goddess 

10 Butterfly-to-be 

11 Graceland- 
middle name 

12 Faxed 

13 Corned beef — 
18 — avis 

23 Sleeveless 
jacket 

25 Fruit drink 

26 Not in time 
28 Period of 

prosperity 

30 Thought 

31 Enjoy a book 

32 Catch sight Ot 

33 Pocket bread 

34 '—do 
anything..." 

35 Melody 

37 Hawaiian city 
41 Dinner endings 
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e 199? Trtounn Meda Services, me. 
Al n^iB resarvea 


02 / 06/97 


44 — Cassini 57 Huff and puff 

48 Scarlett's first 58 Certain 
love merchandise 

50 Beds 59. Finished 

52 Range 60 Religious 

54 Weepy subdivision 

55 Kovacs or Pyle 64 By way of 

56 Frock 65 Pot cover 


the Journal du Dimanche news- 
paper Mr. Chirac pointed out 
that, while 43 million Italians 
and three million Germans 
worked outside their own coun- 
try, only 1.7 million French did 
so. On Monday, Mr. Chirac 
again stressed that 1997 will be 
“the year of jobs for young peo- 
ple” and called for a “crusade. 

“We must mobilise all means: 
die state, employment services, 
local authorities who must play a 
key role ... employers, unions 
and associations. I want 1997 to 
see genuine progress in terms of 
jobs for young people,” he said. 


Sh? U * 

— :** v -BA 

mis 

RU 

j i mrsiD # 

The Business of Information 


Major CaiTOirig A 1 
In 


Price* as : 


15/02/97 19:18 


US Dollar 

. 

1.6855 
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Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 
16, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

'Astrologer, Carrol! . 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You have some 
deep desires today which 
need to be clarified and 
brought down to more 
workable forms'. Spend 
the evening with your 
loved ones and have a 
pleasant time together in 
a special location which 
you both enjoy. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) A group activity 
to which you’ve been 
invited to today can be 
quite beneficial if you 
handle the situation cor- 
rectly. Don’t stay out too 
late this evening, since 
you need the rest to han- 
dle any situation in the 
days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) A fancy social 
gathering later this 
evening can yield some 
great business connec- 
tions if you handle the sit- 
uation correctly and this 
can be quite beneficial. A 
credit matter will be 
resolved to your advan- 
tage- _ 

MOONCHILDREN:(Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) A trip 
you’ve been considering 
should be planned today, 
and made soon before 
you lose out on the oppor- 
tuoity. Make sure that 
your wardrobe is in good 
shape in the eventuality 
you are given a special 
assignment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Rely on your intuition 
today when dealing with 
your mate so that there 
won’t be any difficulty. 
Concentrate on finishing 
up some troubling busi- 
ness affairs whiqb have 
been put aside for some 
time and need to be tack- 
led. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t 
attend today any social 
functions alone, since 
will- fee 

^umbers. %pu . -should 

contact some close 

friends who will gladly 
accompany you. The days 
ahead look very bright for 
you if you are cautious. 
UBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You may 
want to spend some time 
today putting your home 
in order and perhaps pur- 
chase and art object or 
two or make a good 
impression. Get some rest 
tonight, for the days 
ahead may be stressful in 
your business activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get into 
some amusements which 
can alleviate the tensions 
you are under today, and 
be sure to bring sometj 
good friends along, as 
well. Later this evening 
will be a good time to see 
out the advice of knowl- 
edgeable people . 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Put those home 
improvements ideas into 
action today, and then 
invite some charming 
friends in for the evening. 
Get some rest tonight 
with your loved ones and 
prepare for a very hectic 
time in the days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
are aware of what others 
expect of you today, so 
don’t let them down. The 
evening can be a delight- 
ful one if you choose 
guests carefully and make 
sure the conversations are 
structured for career 
activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 
41 to February 19) The 
newspaper can give you 
some fantastic ideas 
today, provided you raid 
carefully and keep ah 
open mind to everything 
u contains. Be sure to 
tave creafuUy while on 
the highway and avoid 
any difficulties. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be tactful ift 

your personal 
t oals. a good friend cah 
render some great assis- 
tance to you today. Pay 
those neglected bills so 
to you can be up to a 

EK 1 "* financial 
stability and not in a dis- 
astrous situation. 

Amethyst — Onyx. 











Sunday, Feb 


nu *y i6. 



V 

l vi?nl in l hr 

Saudi *1.1- 
• tyil.u, 
aihl the 
griultwlh 
on h»Kh. ui 
m .4 
t M«mump 
Cduc.llnui 
«** nfavut 

V 

■ _ *aiil ihr 
.*]■*•> jvm «i| 
nhrr MtHes 
iik'iun? tv* 
-.om.*n!tc> 
Hoi i hr imI 
rir%. which 
il.ihon %ii 
imi, nnpnit 

n uCJuiii’s 

imijr rli.m 


I 


is 

m 

ies 

III 

M 3 

M3 

113 

»3 


003 

331 

taa 


a 

it 
il 
M 
D T 
it 
n 
*.* 


33 

Ml 
: 13 
*ri 

u i 

• 41 
*4* 


‘Itf 

IW 

s&t 

851 

*11 

r* 

Ml 

< KW f 

«fc 







nr/ 


; A|H 
! ikv 


wrJi> , \i. 

Ml ]Ui v 21 . I 

i 'w have * 

iUmi ^ hub? 

It* k. .. Whin.. 


j Wed 





I.K.O: 

f.lul> :: 10 Augn 

- 1 1 Kc 

l> imi ) our iniuima 


v. hen Jcalina win 

yom i 

'flail.* Ml that tlHE 

Wi'Jl i 

Iv .itw vliffituin 

l I'ike 

mr.'u- on tinishnt ^ 

up M’ 1 

iiv Troubling bai^? 

tic xv . 

iM.iirx which hat 

Ixvn | 

I’iji .ixidi* lor so® 

time .: 

:’>i iuvJ to 1 m lit 

MKCII: , Vii-ust :: i 

Nc|-m 

MV! ::* Dai 

■ li'CHil 

tfd.ij am 

tun.':- 

alone. «wt 

th»-u* 

«;!i tv virensthii 

nt 

You dwnH 

CiVL.x 

; vine ctos 

tr :.*!!•: 

. who will daft 

«lCk 1 

«p.isi\ \xi U . The dap 

; .llU'.l.! 

l.i. -k »er> hrighi fo 

\ oil i; 

\«-u are cautious 

1 IKK V: . .vpiemter 2? 

t*' t \ 

li»lvi 22 1 You m 

, w.mi 

xp/ild mMIKOK 

■ :oiU\ 

UUiilil'J >>*ur lw« 

■ m t ■: 

:e’ ,:nJ r L ’ rflJ P- 1®" 

' i h.ivc 

„n.i a r. »'bjecifl 

1 i\ll» 

,i; make a 

! uwpi-’ 

axii'ii. tvl MjmrW 


;.'i ih«-' & 


mas Iv xiresjful* 


v.iiVxx jelivitiri 

St OKl’lO: ilVlofcr A 

V- 

v ..iuK’i 2lHXii&f 


is.iixtfiucius wbd 


ij.-ii.iu- the wnsu* 


w.'l! 

will Iv i 

i i|'f 


' k . ' !k i hnna ' nB 

liioaii- 

(In' ^ 

II11K l^ 5 ® 

ivl*; 


,-skW' »*f * 
• . j a. anJ r 

s.*nu' ^ 

;,,, .N 

.... i— - Jon v5 

v he* 


;n 

, in 

v 

l! 

W 

I’’* 


J 


. .! 'v*0' j 

' 

r.u'Rn-.iK^t* 

■v 

■ 111 1 ‘ 1 , .".. l ||\ an“ B ^ 

U . , ■ lt,r 

. ,1^ 

\‘nl Mi * 1 s . i J i ^ • 

. . .I« f' ,i< 

'liw' 




it 

■ b - : r:^.w * 


\2.i 

i ■ 1 1 ! S|*' ! 

!v> ' 
•in***' ” 

i’ll*- - 

; ' 

;*! i-l 


'* MI 

;,o 

,, f? 

i,hW . 
\r» l , j-ilh 

i - = .. x . sB J !1 ' 

. .ri. ' i* 1, 
f^iP 11 

iiiiih" ,,,, | l (W* 

wart** 


Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Sunday, February 16, 1997 



Survey: Securities industry 
will be ready for EMU 
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LONDON (AFP) — The 
inteitiationaJ securities 
marfeet will have “little dif- 
ficulty" in adapting to the 
launch of the single Euro- 
peap .currency in 1999 . 
according to a survey of 
over 900 fi n ance firms 
aerbss the world. 

The study found that 
investment banks and other 
securities firms, ■‘bairing a 
few exceptions”, believe 
the cost of converting to 
use of the euro will be 
“small”, and the timescale 
required for conversion 
“rather short” 

The survey was commis- 
sioned by the Internationa] 
Securities Market Associa- 
tion i (ISM A), which has 
S20‘’members in 48 coun- 
tries, and the European 
Economics and Financial 
Centre. 

European economic and 
monetary union (EMU) is 
dueho be launched on Jan. 
1 , 1399. 

The most that an individ- 
ual firm calculated that it 
would need to spend on 
adapting to the euro-zone 
was' eight million ECUs 
(9.4^. million), while the 


lowest estimate was 
1 1 0,000 ECUs or European 
Currency Units 

An important part of the 
costs will come from the 
need to operate a “dual 
accounting” system 

between 1999 and 2001, 
when national currencies 
will continue to circulate 
although wholesale bank- 
ing operations will already 
be conducted in the euro. 

The future euro ban- 
knotes will not start actual 
circulation until the year 
2002 . 

The study showed that 
this cost was “a concern 
within die financial com- 
munity”, and that the secu- 
rities market “would have 
preferred a ‘big bang’ 
approach.” 

Most companies surveyed 
said that preparing for the 
switchover would take 
between two and six 
months, bur the maximum 
suggested timeframe was a 
year, while the shortest was 
two weeks. 

Many firms only began 
preparations during the sec- 
ond half of 1996, but 90 per 
cent will be geared up for 




f ' A review of news from the Arabic press T 


■ Jordan among top 
consumers of cement 

♦•'WITH CEMENT consumption per person exceeding 
670 kilogrammes per year, Jordan has one of the highest 
rates in he world, the Jordan Cement Factories Company 
(JCFO General Manager Abdul Elah AJ Khatib told A1 
Dustour. He said that local cement consumption amounted 
to 2.59 million tonnes last year compared to about 2.68 
miiliop tonnes in 1995. 

However, Mr. Khatib pointed out that the company’s out- 
put increased by three per cent tin 1996 and that exports 
shot up by 35 per cent over the volume recorded in 1995. 
JW explained titat production Reached 3.fjl .million tonnes 
JaSfcy’ftir cothipared to ‘"3/42 million toniies of output' in 
1995. Export^ jumped fifefrio about 707,850' tonnes in 1995 
(0 951,215 tonnes in 1996. 

The general manager said the JCFC will export 300,000 
tonnes of cement to the Palestinian territories this year as 
only 100,000 tonnes were exported in 1996 out of a total 
400,000 tonnes that were agreed upon with the Palestinian 
National Authority last year. 

Asked about the possibility of raising cement prices, Mr. 
Khatib said it was early to speak on the subject but noted 
that' the company was awaiting a government decision in 
tWS regard. He. however, indicated that the prices of 
cetnest in Jordan were extremely low if compared with the 
prices in neighbouring as well as other countries. 

Mr. Khatib said the JCFC will be working on developing 
th£ sixth production line this year at a cost ranging 
between JD8 to JD10 million. Additionally, he company 
will build raw material storages as well as other comple- 
mentary project. In 1996, the company modernised and 
upgraded the fifth production line at cost of more than 
JD13 million (A1 Dustour) 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“I like every kiss to be perfect. 
Lower your top lip by 1/8 inch and 
increase the angle by 5.5 degrees/ 


Unscramble thaaa four AimUes, 
one letter to each square, to form 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Kwwi Amold and Mika Arelrion 
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HOW THE COWBCV5 
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WELL-COOKEP 
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Now arrange 9w drefeti letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as Sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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conversion thanks to their 
existing multi-currency 
information technology 
systems. 

Nearly 70 per cent were 
“very optimistic” for the 
future prospects of the 
securities market in the 
longer-term following 
launch of EMU. 

On the negative side, 
business on the intra-Euro- 
pean foreign exchange and 
bond markets will be 
affected — continental 
European banks believe 
their activities in the intra- 
European bond market will 
drop by 50 per cent. 

There is also “consider- 
able uncertainty” about the 
redenomination of existing 
government bonds issued 
by members of the Euro- 
pean Union which will 
adopt the euro. 

Sales of European curren- 
cies to investment funds 
will contract substantially. 
Some of larger financial 
institutions have said that 
they would only keep one 
out of every six in their 
sales teams iD this area. 

However, the financial 
institutions surveyed 
believe that there will be 
opportunities for more 
diversification into so- 
called “exotic” currencies, 
such as the lesser-known 
currencies of the Far East 
and eastern Europe. 

And the emergence of the 
euro will remove market 
barriers which exist as a 
result of so many curren- 
cies in Europe, and hence 
the risk of fluctuation. 

“Many believe that after 
the initial phase of consoli- 
dation, massive growth in 
the longer term will fol- 
low,” the study said. 

Study suggests 
$30b Arab Gulf 

rail; network 

DUBAI’ (R) — Arab Gulf 
states should set up a rail net- 
work to reduce transport costs 
and boost tourism, a study car- 
ried out by the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) said. 

The study, released by the 
official Saudi Press Agency, 
said the S30 billion project 
would cost the same as the 
current road and highway net- 
works Unking Arab Gulf 
states. 

A rail link would be more 
efficient than road freight 
transport and would boost 
tourism in the area by encour- 
aging more people to travel 
between the oil-rich countries, 
it said. Annual costs of main- 
taining the region's vast road 
networks stand at S3 billion, 
the study added. 

The GCC is a political and 
economic alliance comprising 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar and Oman. 


Tunisia 
phosphates 
production 
hits record 
in 1996 

TUNIS OR) — Major phos- 
phates exporter Tunisia 
increased its marketable 
phosphates output in '1996 
by 13.7 per cent to 7.167 
million tonnes from 6.302 
million tonnes in 1995, offi- 
cial figures have showed. 

“This is an historical 
record,” the century-old 
state-con trolled Compaenie 
des Phosphates de Gafsa 
(CPG), which extracts phos- 
phates in the North African 
country, says in a report 
obtained by Reuters. 

“Increased production 
was boosted by the recovery 
that began in 1994 on the 
world market prices," the 
report added. 

CPG says it is the fifth 
phosphates producer in Lhe 
world. Average production 
was around six million 
tonnes yearly during the last 
ten years. 

Value of raw phosphates 
and phosphate by-products 
exports were estimated to 
rose by 1 8 per cent for 1996 
compared to the previous 
year, official reports said. 
No figure for the value was 
released yet. In 1995, 
exports of these products, a 
major foreign exchange 
earner, were worth 534.1 
million dinars ($501.2 mil- 
lion). 

Most of the raw phos- 
phates output is sold to the 
state-controlled firm 
Groupe Chimique Tuoisien 
(GCTl which has four pro- 
cessing centres in southern 
Tunisia. GCT exports some 
90 per cent of its produc- 
tion. mainly fertilisers, and 
the remaining 10 per cent is 
for the domestic market. 

Among Tunisia's main 
clients for by-products are 
India, ( . China western 
Europe imti'^ddle Eastern 
countries. ■ ' - 

Official reports said that 
Tunisia was planning a new 
fertilisers plant in the south- 
ern city of Gabes with a 
Chinese and Libyan partici- 
pation in the investment put 
at 55 million dinars. The 
plant would produce 
diammouium phosphate 
(DAPj. 

CPG has a 284 million 
dinars capital and GCT a 
capital of 238 million 
dinars. Both of them are 
chaired by Rabah Dekhil- 

lndustry officials said 
CPG had moved in 1996 to 
profit for the first time 
thanks to higher fertilisers 
prices, and a restructuring 
programme that started in 
1992 supported by a 153 
million dinars refinancing 
by the state. Tunisia’s 
reserves of phosphates are 
officially estimated at 350 
million tonnes. 


Study by National Protection Society finds 
sales of Jordan’s main newspapers falling 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sales of the 
three main Arabic daily 
newspapers dropped by 
23.48 per cent as a result of 
raising their prices from 
150 fils to 200 fils in 1997, 
according to a study con- 
ducted by the National 
Society for Consumer Pro- 
tection (NSCP). 

The study, which was 
conducted during the sec- 
ond week after the price 
rise took effect on Jan. 1. 
involved 53 newspaper out- 
lets in Amman. Zarqa and 
Irbid. 

“There was a general feel- 
ing of discontent among 
Jordanians who saw the 
decision to raise the prices 
of newspapers as unjusti- 


fied,” the study stated. 

It added that the timing of 
(he hike was inappropriate 
because of general increase 
in the cost of living in (he 
country. 

The consumer protection 
society most vehemently 
opposed the hikes which 
were announced in late 
December. 

According to the society, 
there was no reason to raise 
the prices of newspapers as 
long as the price of paper 
and other materials used in 
the industry remained 
unchanged. 

“In fact prices of these 
inputs went down 30 per 
cent,” the study stated. 

Economic columnist 
Fahed Fanek agreed in one 
of the Arabic weeklies two 
weeks ago that the price 


rise might be seen by read- 
ers and advertisers as 
unjustified. 

However, he countered 
that the rise in newspaper 
prices was not considered a 
mistake by newspapers. 

Dr. Fanek explained that 
“the decrease in circulation 
did not necessarily reduce 
the total sales which, to the 
contrary, has increased by 
two per cent.” 

He noted that the decrease 
in circulation varied from 
one paper to another. The 
circulation of A1 Ra’i Ara- 
bic daily newspaper went 
down 19.1 per cent, while 
the circulation of A1 Aswaq 
daily decreased 29.6 per 
cent and the circulation of 
A1 Dustour daily went 
down 30.2 per cent, said Dr. 
Fanek who did not provide 


specific figures regarding 
the circulation of the three 
Arabic daily newspapers. 

He added that Al Ra’i 
appears to have improved 
its status as its share of the 
market went up from 60.4 
per cent before the price 
hikes to 63.S per cent after 
the increase. The share of 
Al Dustour newspaper w ent 
down from 33.2 per to 30.3 
per cent while Al Aswaq ‘s 
share also decreased from 
6.4 per cent before the rise 
to 5.9 per cent after the rise. 

Dr. Fanek urged the soci- 
ety to consider conducting 
a new study this month 
using the same newspaper 
outlets as sample markets. 

He said (he new study 
will help determine read- 
ers’ behaviour after the sta- 
bility in new spaper prices. 
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D A J ANl 

JEWELLERS 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmstsani, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In Al Rabia 
area, third" floor, 190 sq.m. 

Aix^oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


/4 Mrt e4* *}» 

at 



Qualify Serviced Suites 

One & Two Bedrooms 
Daily & Long Stay 
Reas o nable Rite* 


5ih Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 67455 i 



■ INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

• SAUNA. JACUZZI & 1 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 
- TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 
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Rusedski upsets 
Chang in San Jose 


SAN JOSE (R'j — Britain’s Greg Rusedski 
fired 15 aces on the way to upsetting sec- 
ond-seed Michael Chang 7-6 (7-4) 6-4 on 
Friday to move into a semifinal with Andre 
Agassi at the $303,000 Sybase Open tennis 
tournament. 

Agassi, gaining momentum with every 
match in his first tournament back on the 
tour since being whistled out of Hanover, 
Germany, at the ATP championships in 
November, steamrolled Australian qualifier 

Grant Doyle 6-2 6-1. 

Top seed Pete Sampras also advanced to 
the semifinals with a quick 6-2 6-3 victory 
over American Chris Woodruff. Sampras 
will meet his friend Todd Martin, who 
defeated sixih-;eed Richey Reneberg 6-1 6- 
4 Friday. 

Rusedski, who has served 43 aces in three 
matches, had his diminutive opponent fully 
stretched out while attempting to keep his 
heavy kick serves from bouncing over his 
head. 

“I gave up too many points on his second 
serve." said Chang, who owned a 6-1 
record against the 23-year-old Rusedski 
entering the match. “'I should have stepped 
in a little bit more. That’s normally where I 
hurt him the most." 

In their seven prior meetings, the two had 
played seven tiebreakers, with Chang win- 
ning five of them. 

But on Friday, the spindly Rusedski was 
the player who took charge. Down 3-4 in 
the tiebreak. the came left-hander dashed to 
net on four straight occasions, knifing three 
volley winners and forcing Chang to go for 
too much on a return of serve. 

While Rusedski is primarily known as a 
one-weapon player with his rocket serves, 
he says that he grows more versatile by the 


day. 

“I’m a much more complete player than 
last year." Rusedski said. “I’m returning 
berter. volleying better and, most impor- 
tantly, my mental game is better. 

“I'm not letting things get to me. That’s 
the difference between the guys at the top 
like Chang and Sampras and the guys 
ranked between number 50 and 100. they 
keep on an even keel." 

The 39th- ranked player Rusedski faced 
three break points in the second set and 
responded in typical fashion, with two aces 
and a service winner. 

“It’s a matter of focusing on every point,” 
Rusedski said. 

Agassi and Rusedski haven’t met in three 
years. Agassi owns a 3-0 record against 
him. 

“You never know when Andre is going to 
hit the level he was at when he was number 
one in ‘95." he said. "He can have days 
when he is just tremendous. But if 1 serve 
well and I'm patient and aggressive 
enough, I have a good opportunity.” 

Agassi said he is seeing ball really well 
and is also looking forward to the match. 

“There will be a~ lot of fireballs out there, 
off his serve and hopefully off my returns.’’ 

After beating Woodruff. Sampras extend- 
ed his amazing winning Streak against 
American players. Sampras, the 1996 
Australian Open champion, has won 21 
matches in a row against his compatriots. 
His last loss was to Chang In the 1995 ATP 
championships. 

"I was concerned about a letdown coming 
off Australia, but ray coach, Paul Annacone 
and I, decided to try and put the confidence 
I got there to good use.” 


Becker 

withdraws, 

Muster, 

Courier 

advance 

to Dubai 

semis 


DUBAI (AP) — Boris 
Becker made an unex- 
pected exit from the quar- 
terfinals of the $ 1 million 
Dubai Open Friday with- 
out even taking the court. 

The German, ranked 
13th in the world, with- 
drew at the eleventh hour 
citing u wrist injury. That 
gave top seed Goran 
Ivanisevic a welcome bye 
into the semifinals. 

The Croatian, who is 
ranked No. 2 in world rat- 
ings. will meet Czech 
seed-plaver Jiri Novak in 
Saturday's semifinal. 

A packed centre court 
listened in disbelief as the 
announcement was made 
moments before Becker 
and Ivanisevic were to 
clash in what could well 
have been the highlight of 
the seven-day tourna- 
ment. 

“I can hardly open a 
bottle of water, so there is 
no sense in playing." an 
apologetic Becker told 
reporters. “1 can hardly 
shake hands as well. It's 
that bad." 

Becker, who has been 
dogged by injuries to the 
tendons and bones of his 
playing hand, missed over 
three months of play after 
Wimbledon. 

“I'm anxious to find out 
how serious this is." he 
added. 

”1 need to see if it is ten- 
dinitis or something 
else." 

Becker later took a 
flight out of the united 
.Arab Emirates. 

Earlier. third-seed 
Richard Krajicek was 
ousted by Novak, while 
American Jim Courier 
continued his impressive 
ascent to the last stage. 
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American Jim Courier celebrates his win over South 
African Wayne Ferreira at the Dubai Tennis Open. 
Courier won the match over Ferreira 6-2 7-5 and will 
play Austrian Thomas Muster in the semifinals 
(Reuters photo) 


Krajicek, hoping to test 
his recovery skills and 
match fitness after a knee 
operation that kept him 
out of competition for 
over eight weeks, suffered 
a humiliating 6-2. 6-2 
defeat at the hands of 
Novak. 

Courier, looking much 
like the player that topped 
the world rankings in 
1992, was a 6-2. 7-5 win- 
ner over former Dubai 
open champion Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa. 

Despite being unseeded 
here. Courier looked 
every bit a top player, pro- 
fessionally eliminating 
his opponents. 

*’I knew he's a good 
player and that I needed 
to play well." Courier 


said of Ferreira. 

Courier travelled half 
way around the globe 
from doing Davis cup 
duty in Brazil to reach 
this sporting oasis in the 
desert. 

“It’s very rewarding to 
travel across half "the 
planet and still be able to 
play good tennis." he 
said, “f hope I can go on." 

The American needs to 
be at his best on Saturday 
when he meets second 
seed Thomas Muster of 
Austria, who defeated 
Norway's Christian Ruud 
6-4, 6-7 (3-7). 7-5. 

The Austrian needed 
three sets and a whole lot 
of patience to overcome 
Ruud in a bruising 2 hour. 
34 minute match. 



Monaco attacker Victor Ikpeba (R) fights for the ball with Stephane Samson of Le 
Havre during their French league match. Monaco won the match 3-0 (Reuters photo) 

Monaco race clear of the field 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
League leaders Monaco 
stood seven points clear 
Friday after hammering Le 
Havre 3-0 with a brace from 
Brazilian Sonny Anderson 
and another from Nigerian 
Viktor Ikpeba as Jean 
Tigana’s men again showed 
their French title creden- 
tials. 

On Thursday, Cup 
Winners Cup holders Paris 
Saint Germain had gone to 
within four points of the 
Monegasques by notching 
their first league win since 
November 29 with a 2-1 
win at struggling lens. That 
match was maned by a 
linesman being struck on 
the head by a bottle thrown 
by a spectator. 

Bastia stay in third spot 
despite not playing. Their 
match at Caen was post- 
poned following flooding, 
while fellow UEFA Cup 
contenders Bordeaux saw 


their match at Guingamp 
called off for the same rea- 
son. 

Strasbourg took advan- 
tage by beating nice 3-1 to 
go fourth within two points 
of Bastia after a double 
from David Zitelli. who 
took his tally for the season 
to 16. 

The match was delayed 20 
minutes because of heavy 
rain which rendered the 
pitch almost unplayable. 

Marseille, who have had 
an inconsistent season, went 
a goal down on 27 minutes 
at home to Lille but roared 
back with five second half 
efforts. Marc Libbra and 
Xavier Gravefaine both 
notched a brace with Olivier 
Echouafni netting the other. 

David Garcion had put the 
visitors in front with a low 
drive past Andreas Kopke. 

Metz's UEFA Cup hopes 
suffered a blow when they 
lost 1-0 at Montpellier, for 


whom Franck Sauzee. 

On Thursday, troubled 
PSG, who were eight points 
clear at the top before the 
new year, recovered from a 
goal by Lens’ Guinean 
striker Aboubacar Camara 
to take die points with sec- 
ond-half goals from French 
international Patrice Loko 
and an imperious header by 
Brazilian playmaker Rai. 

Lens, on a terrible run 
with just five points from 
their past ten matches, 
could face tough league 
sanctions after one of their 
fans hurled a bottle of water 
that knocked out a lines- 
man. 

The match was stopped 
for 10 minutes before he 
returned to complete the 
match. 

Reigning champions 
Auxerre were meanwhile 
held to a goalless draw in 
Nantes. 


Zola eager for 
Wembley repeat 


LONDON {AFP) — 
Chelsea's Gianfranco 
Zola is eager for a repeat 
Wembley appearance fol- 
lowing his midweek goal 
in the famous stadium 
which earned Italy their 
World Cup win over 
England. 

Zola, who hit home in 
the 18th minute despite a 
deflection off Sol 
Campbell’s boot has an 
FA Cup fifth round trip to 
Leicester on Sunday with 
a further Wembley visit 
in view. 

Zola may have been 
Italy's hero but he needs 
to turn on that type of 
form again if he is to play 
the key part he hopes to 
against Martin O’Neill's 
injury and suspension-hit 
side at Filbert street. 

“I just hope I can go to 
Wembley again this sea- 
son.” said Zola. 

“I know we have this 
opportunity in the Cup 
and I want to take it. 

“Wembley is a wonder- 
ful stadium an unbeliev- 
able place with a great 
atmosphere, as we found 
out this week. 

"I was so glad to get the 
chance to play there, 
even happier to score, 
and would love to go 
back there again. 

The Wembley goal, of 
course, was one Zola will 
never forget, and one he 
accepts could make him 
more than a little unpop- 
ular For the rest of this 
season, especially from 
rival fans. 

“Perhaps the other fans 
might make me pay the 
price for that goal, but it 
was very important for 


me and my country and a 
price I'm willing to pay,” 
he said. 

“I hope I don't find that 
son of treatment off- 
putting. If l have to take 
it, I will. I’m a player, 
that's my job." 

While Zola will almost 
certainly be part of an 
unchanged side, there 
will again be no place for 
compatriot GianJuca 
Vi alii. 

And Leicester boss 
O’Neill has all sorts of 
problems. 

Former Chelsea mid- 
fielder Muzzy Izzet, 
Northern Ireland’s Neil 
Lennon, England under- 
21 striker Emile Heskey 
and new defender Matt 
Elliott are all suspended, 
with Pontus Kaamark, 
Colin Hill and Mike 
Whitlow also out. 

O’Neill admitted the 
news was “demoralising” 
and it will make his task 
in deciding how to deal 
with Zola even more 
important. 

Glenn Hoddle paid the 
price for not man-mark- 
ing the striker in mid- 
week. and O’Neil] admit- 
ted he was weighing up 
whether to learn from 
HoddJe’s painful 

Wembley lesson. 

“It’s something I must 
give a lot of considera- 
tion to," admitted 

O'Neill, who also has 
doubts over Scon Taylor, 
Jamie Lawrence and 
Steve Walsh. 

“We’ve only done it 
against Steve 

McManaman before but 
Zola is another special 
player who warrants it" 


Dortmund 

* ■ ■ ■ • i *i * 

go top 


COLOGNE (AFP) — 
Champions Borussia 
Dortmund made it a great 
start as the Bundesliga 
returned after the winter 
break thrashing Bayer 
Leverkusen 3-1 at home on 
Friday — despite Bayer’s 
coach having stated his 
side were a rocket waiting 
to explode. 

Dortmund, bidding for a 
third successive champi- 
onship, went top by a point 
from Bayern Munich, who 
play Sankt Pauli on 
Saturday, while 

Leverkusen stay in third 
three points off the pace. 

The champions fought 
back from being a goal 
down, scored by Paulo 
Seigio in the seventh 
minute, but German inter- 
national playmaker Andy 
Moller equalised 10 min- 
utes later and then Swiss 
striker Stephane Chapuisat 
just 45 seconds into the 
second-half put them 
ahead. 

Moller. back in the team 
after a bout of flu, scored 
the third in the last minute 
of the game to round off an 
impressive win. 

The result left Bayer 
coach Christoph Daum 
with a red face after he had 
compared his side’s winter 
preparations to a rocket 
whose fuse was building up 
for a massive lift-off. 

FC Cologne, who have 
declared an interest in 
Karlsruhe playmaker 
Thomas Haessler, secured 
a 2-0 home win over strug- 
gling Fortuna Dusseldorf 
The victory lifts Cologne 
two places to fifth. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Germans list 21 cities as Cup hosts 

BONN (AFP) — The German Football Federation (DFB) 
has listed 21 cities as potential host sites for .the -(Kto 
World Cup, for which Germany is officially bidding. DFB 
official Engelbert Nelle said Friday. Reports documenting 
the cities’ respective facilities are expected to be handed to 
the DFB by May 1st Berlin is one of the cities hoping to 
be awarded marches if Germany wins its fight to stage the 
tournament for the first time since 1974. But local author- 
ities will first have to renovate the capital’s Olympic Sta- 
dium, a project Nelle believes will cost some $.->60 mil- 
lion World soccer body FIFA has to choose a host nation 
for the 2006 tournament by 2000. Both Germany and 
England are vying to be selected as hosts. 

Greek sprinter equals Bailey’s best 

ATHENS (AFP) — Greek sprinter Charis Papadias pro- 
duced an astonishing run here on Friday timing 6.5 1 sec- 
onds in the 60 metres to equal the worlds best perfor- 
mance indoors this season. Papadias, competing at the 
Greek World Indoor Championship trials, equalled the 
time set by Canada’s 100 metres record holder Donovan 
Bailey last week in Japan. The World Indoor 
Championships are to be held in Paris in March. 

Burns still keen on Annoni 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Celtic manager Tommy Bums on 
Friday insisted he still hoped to land Roma defender 
Enrico Annoni, despite disagreement on the player’s valu- 
ation. Chairman Fergus McCann has baulked at Roma s 
asking price of 400,000 pounds, some 120.000 more than 
the Glasgow club are reported to have offered for 30-year- 
old Annoni. The Italians now want McCann to go to Italy 
and reopen negotiations.' In the meantime. Burns said he 
was “still confident" a deal could be thrashed out, saying 
that “the main thing for me is that the player wants to 
come here and is happy.” Annoni could move for nothing 
in the summer but bums wants a signing now with his side 
seven points behind eternal rivals Rangers in the premier 
division title race. Celtic's Portuguese striker Jorge Cadete 
meanwhile could be on his way to Benfica, with the 
Lisbon side reputedly set to table a bid for the 26-goal 
striker. 

Etcheverry quits national team 

LA PAZ (AFP) — Bolivian striker Marco ‘the devil’ 
Etcheverry, the first man to be sent off in the opening 
match of a World Cup finals, retired from international 
football here on Friday because he was fed up with criti- 
cism from the public. Etcheverry. who failed to score in 
the 1-1 home draw with Chile in Wednesday’s World Cup 
qualifier, complained that he was bearing the brunt of the 
criticism both by the press and the supporters. “Everyone 
is picking on me as if I was the only player on the pitch," 
Etcheverry said. Etcheverry. who announced his retire- 
ment on the day of his wedding, claimed his place in foot- 
balling history when he was sent off only four minutes 
after coming , on as substitute in Boiivia’s .matcti with 
Germ&riy' in the 1994 World Gup. finals. The Bolivian 
authorities refused to comment on his retirement and said 
they would learn more later on when they attended the 
Washington D.C United player’s wedding party. 

Santoro ousts Rosset 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Former French Davis Cup player 
Fabrice Santoro continued his comeback revival here 
Saturday when he reached the semifinals of the ATP tour- 
nament here by beating fourth-seed Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland 3-6, 6-3, 7-5. Santoro, who slumped out of the 
top- 100 rankings in recent seasons, scored a 3-6. 6-3, 7-5 
win. In Friday’s other matches Sweden's second-seed 
Thomas Enqvist had to go the distance to put out Hendrik 
Dreekman 6^1, 3-6. 6-1 while Spain's former French Open 
champion Sergi Bruguera defeated Andrei Chesnokov of 
Russia 6-3, 6-2. Meanwhile top-seed Marcelo Rios recov- 
ered after dropping the first set to beat Magnus Larsson of 
Sweden 3-6, 7-5. 6-4. 
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CINEMA 


TEL-.634144 CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA “1" I PHILADELPHIA “2” 




Dennis Quaid, David Thewlis\ 
& Sean Connery ..... in 

DRAGON HEART 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




LAYLA ALAWi 
& MOHAMMAD HNEIDUN 

HALLA HOUSH 

(ARABIC) 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 y CINEMA TEL677420 

PLflZH X CONCORD 


Adei Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saieh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


yVShows; 12 . 30 , 3 . 30t 6:15> Q:3Q 10 -3o^ 


CONCORD “1" 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Waikanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen” 

yA^The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin )\ 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 62515 5 

™ E THEAT RE WILL BE 
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Sports 

Bulls edge 
Hawks; 
Spurs, 
Rockets 
lose 


ATLANTA (R) — Mic hae l 
Jordan scored 30 points 
and Christian Lae liner 
missed a three-pointer with 
two seconds left as the 
Chicago Bulls halted the 
Atlanta Hawks’ 20-game 
home winning streak with 
an 89-88 victory on Friday. 

The Hawks got 19 points 
and 19 rebounds from 
Dikembe Mutombo. 

Dennis Rodman, who 
played one game after an 
II -game suspension for 
kicking a cameraman, was 
nor in the starting lineup. 
Toni Kukoc replaced him 
and finished wiih 21 points. 

In Charlotte, Grant Hill 
scored 25 of his 29 points 
in the second half to lead 
the Detroit Pistons to then- 
eighth victory in their last 
11 games, a 109-103 tri- 
umph over the Charlotte 
Hornets in a Central 
Division matchup. 

Joe Dumars and Lindsey 
Hunter had 20 points each 
for Detroit, which took 
advantage of 21 Charlotte 
turnovers, turning them 
into 30 points. 

Vlade Divac scored 23 
points and Glen Rice 21 for 
the Hornets. 

At Minnesota, Chris Carr 
scored a season-high 22 
points and Kevin Garnett 
added 20 and 11 rebounds 
as the Minnesota 
Timberwolves defeated the 
Orlando Magic, 104-100. 

In Toronto, Glenn 
Robinson scored 37 points 
and Armon Gilliam added 
22, including a pair of free 
throws with 10 seconds 
left, as the Milwaukee 
Bucks edged the Toronto 
raptors, 106-102, at Maple 
Leaf Gardens. 1 . ; - ; 

Thi* Raptors had a chahte 
to tie in the final seconds, 
but Damon Stoudamire’s 
three-point attempt from 
the left wing bounced high 
off the run. 

In Washington, Rod 
Strickland scored seven of 
his 19 points during a 16-2 
third-quarter run as the 
Washington Bullets scored 
their most points of the sea- 



Houston Rockets Charles Barkley (L) applies pressure to Seattle Supersouics Shawn 
Kemp during first quarter action February 14. Seattle won 105-85 (Reuters photo) 


son in a 125-107 victory 
over the New Jersey Nets at 
Baltimore Arena. 

Juwan Howard had 25 
points and Calbert Cheaney 
22 for the Bullets, who 
snapped a five-game losing 
streak and gave new coach 
Bemie Bickerstaff his first 
victory. 

-In. San Antonio. ■ Latrell 
■SprewfeU scored 32 points ’ 
and the Golden State 
Warriors limited San 
Antonio to just 17 fourth- 
quarter points in running 
away with a 108-94 victory 
over the Spurs. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored six of his 23 points 
during a third-quarter run 
as the Seattle Supersonics 
held Hakeem Olajuwon to 


a season-low six points and 
routed the Houston 
Rockets, 105-85. 

Detlef Schrempf added 
20 points and Shawn Kemp 
had 17 for Seattle, which 
improved to 20-7 at home. 

Kemp, the taiget of 
recent criticism for tardi- 
ness and other off-the-court 
activities,-was ejected with 
1:26 left in the third quarter 
following a scuffle with 
Houston's Kevin Wdlis. 
Willis also was ejected. 

In Phoenix. Kevin 
Johnson scored six of his 
27 points in a key first-half 
run as the Phoenix Suns, 
bolstered by the return of 
Jason Kidd, beat the Los 
Angeles Dippers, 110-93, 
for their fourth win in five 


games. 

Cedric Ceballos added 24 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Mark Bryant had 16 points 
for Phoenix, which has 
won four of five games fol- 
lowing a six-game slide. 
Johnson also ~ had eight 
assists. 

Kidd, who missed 21 
games with, a hairline ffac-, . 
ture of the right collarbone’, 
contributed eight points 
and nine assists in 22 min- 
utes. 

In Vancouver, Shareef 
Abdur-Rahim scored 31 
points and Bryant Reeves 
added 30 as the Vancouver 
Grizzlies defeated the 
Boston Celtics. 109-106, in 
a meeting of the NBA’s 
worst teams. 


Wenger: 
World Cup 
finals still 
on for 
England 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Arsenal’s Arsene Wenger 
announced words of 
encouragement to Glenn 
Hoddle about England's 
World Cup qualification 
chances. 

England’s 1 -0 defeat 
against Italy at Wembley 
on Wednesday, England’s 
first World Cup loss at 
home, made Hoddle the 
taiget of harsh criticism. 

His selection of Man Le 
Tissier and Ian Walker 
were picked out as major 
errors against the three- 
time world champions. 

But Highbury chief 
Wenger, who signed 
Hoddle as a player from 
Spurs for Monaco and later 
encouraged him to become 
a coach, said: 

"England needed a lucky 
break as even' team does 
but it did not happen. 

“It will now be very diffi- 
cult for them to qualify for 
the finals in first place, but 
they still have a good 
chance I think in second 
place or even a play-off." 

Wenger added: *‘I feel 
very sorry for Glenn. The 
criticism of England has 
been very harsh and it is 
because the public are very 
passionate about the game 
and the expectation here is 
now very high. 

"But I don’t know what 
would have happened at 
Wembley if England had 
scored first. The fact that 
Italy scored an early goal 
dictated how the rest of the 
game would be played and , 
everybody knows the 

strength of Italian 
defences." 

Wenger, who also 

watched the England-Italy 
under 21 game on televi- 
sion on the same night, 
said: “In both games, early 
leads made the plans clear 
for the winning sides." 


Top four book their places 
in Paris Open 


PARIS (AFP) — The hierar- 
chy was respected and the 
top four seeds booked their 
places in the semifinals at 
the WTA $480,000 Paris 
Open Friday. 

Switzerland’s 16-year-old 
Martina Hingis stretched her 
unbeaten record so far this 
year to 17 matches when she 
defeated experienced 29- 
year-old French player 
Nathalie Tauziat 6-3, 6-2 in 
just 58 minutes. 

The new Australian Open 
champion, who is currently 
number- two in the world 
behind Steffi Graf and who 
has claimed that her new 
found power on court is due 
to the new, longer racket she 
bas been using since 
Christmas, now plays one of 
her best friends on the tour 
— Iva Majoli — for a place 
in Sunday’s final 

The fourth-seeded 

Croatian, who was a finalist 
here twelve months ago, ear- 
lier defeated Yayuk Basuki 
of Indonesia in three sets. 

In the other half of the 
draw, Mary Pierce was out- 
played 6-1, 6-2 by second- 
seeded Czech Jana Novotna 


while Anke Huber, the third 
seed, proved too powerful 
for Irina Spirlea of Romania 
and scored a 6-4, 6-2 win. 

Pierce, 22, who had been 
hoping to reach another title 
showdown with Hingis after 
her loss to the Swiss player 
in last month's Australian 
Open final, was never able 
to make an impression 
against Novotna's fluent 
sirokeplay. 

And the French player's 
new coach. Craig Kardon, 
sitting grim-faced in the 
players’ box with other 
members of the Pierce 
entourage, is now fully 
aware of the awesome task 
ahead if he is to lift his new 
pupil back to the world num- 
ber three spot she held dur- 
ing 1995. 

Pierce, currently ranked 
16th, hired Kardon the week 
before the tournament 
opened after splitting with 
Sven Groeneveld. Kardon 
formerly coached world 
number-one Martina 

Navratilova. 

Pierce, who was jeered off 
the same Coubertin centre- 
court twelve months ago 


after losing badly to Petra 
Begerow in her opening 
tournament match, was 
applauded this time when 
she left the court. 

Novotna, never afraid to 
charge the net. left the big- 
hitting Pierce lunging at 
shadows as she peppered the 
court with winning volleys 
and superbly-placed passing 
shots. 

A semifmalist at Linz last 
weekend and the winner of 
four titles in 1996, Novotna 
has now beaten Pierce in all 
four of their career meetings. 

Huber and Iva Majoli’s 
victories contrasted starkly. 

Majoli, 19, had to recover 
from a dreadful scan and 
looked as though she was 
going to be blown off court 
when Basuki surged 4-0 
clear in the first set 

Huber, who twelve months 
ago went out of the event 
after reaching the last eight 
when she lost a dramatic 
third-set tie- break against 
eventual champion Julie 
Halard-Decugis of France, 
made no mistakes this year. 

She lei Spirlea win only 
six games. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256 


[Furnished Apartment For Rent] 

Located in Dier Ghbar, American 
Embassy Street, consisting of 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon, 
kitchen and new furniture. 

Please call Tel: 825722, 817454, 714718 


Office Space To Share 

Furnished Executive office suite with phone lines, 
computer and fax. Parking available Located in 
Jabal Amman 3rd circle on the 4 th floor in New 
BLDG. Perfect for a Regional office. 


Please call Suhair 61 9675- FAX 619674 




GOETHE INSTITUT AMMAN 
In cooperation with the Royal Cultural Centre 


DEUTSCHE FILMWOCHE - GERMAN FILM WEEK 


Monday 17/2 Die Leidenschaftlichen - The Passionates, 1981 

Directed by Thomas Koerfer 

(An adaptation of J.W. Goethe’s “The Sorrows of Young Werther") 
Tuesday, I S/2, Die verlorene Landschaft - The Lost Landscape. 1994 
Directed by Andreas Kleinert 

Wednesday, 1 9/2, Burning Life, 1 992 Directed by Peter Welz 

All films are in German with English subtitles 
Daily at 7 p.m. at the Boyal Cultural Centre ^ 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 


FIRST FLOOR, 185M 2 
3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, 
SALON AND DINING AREA, SEPARATE 
SITTING ROOM, BALCONY, WASH 
ROOM AND STORAGE ROOM. 

NEW AND STYLISH FURNITURE. FULLY 
EQUIPPED WITH NEW HIGH STANDARD 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES. 


MITSUBISHI PAJERO 
FOR SALE 


SHORT CHASSIS, 1984 MODEL, FULL 
OPTIONS, EXCELLENT CONDITION. 

1991 MITSUBISHI PAJERO ENGINE ALSO 
FOR SALE 


TEL NO. 856199 OR 079-21396 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 16, 1997 
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Gebrselassie fails to set 
indoor 3,000 record 


KARLSRUHE (API — 
Ethiopia’s Haile Gebrselassie 
failed to break his world 
indoor record in the 3.000 
meters at the Karlsruhe meet 
Friday rtighl as predicted. 

Gebrselassie, who had said 
before the meet that he was 
ready to set the record again, 
was timed in 7 minutes. 
31.28 seconds, missing his 
record of 7:30.72 set at 
Srungart last year. 

Gebrselassie blamed the 
second pacesetter for his 
falling short of the mark. At 
one point, the Ethiopian 
reached out and Touched the 
"rabbit” on the shoulder to 
indicate he wanted him to go 
faster. Gebrselassie overtook 
him before the pacesetter 
dropped oul 

Gebrselassie would have 
received a 20.000 marks 
(SI2.000I bonus had he bro- 
ken the record. 

Gebrselassie also holds the 
outdoor world record at 
5.000 metres. He is the 
Olympic and world champi- 
on in the lUJXXi. 

Cuba's Yoelvis Quesada 
had the sear's best in the 
triple jump of 1 7.38 metres. 
He beat Olympic gold 
medallist Kenny Harrison of 
the United States, who 
leaped 16.84. Nigeria’s 
Chioma Ajunua won the 
long jump against indoor 
world record-holder Heike 
Dreehsler just 12 days after 
tearing a muscle in Stuugan. 
The Olympic gold medallist 
jumped 6.81 metres to beat 
her German training partner, 
whose best leap was 6.6S. 

In the women’s pole vault. 
China's Cai Waiyan edged 
.American Stacy Dragila at 
4. IS metres on fewer misses. 

Organisers of the 4S0.000 
mark <S285.700i event were 
disappointed that a number 
of world stars pulled out 
including 1 00- metre 

Olympic champion Oail " 
Devers of the United States. 


NP 
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Tim Lobinger from Germany wins the pole vault com- 
petition at the international athletic meeting in 
Karlsruhe (Reuters photo) 



Haile Gebrselassie from Ethiopia wins the 3000m race, 
coming within 0.55 of a second of his own world indoor 
record, at the International athletic meeting ’In 
Karlsruhe (Reuters photo) 



FROM ORLANDO 
ACROSS THE WORLD TO 
HONGKONG, 

The Hard Rock Cafes 
HAVE WELL ESTABLISHED 
THEMSELVES AS 
RESTAURANTS SERVING 
HIGH-QUALITY, 
MODERATELY PRICED 
AMERICAN-STYLE FOOD 
AND FEATURING AN 
ENDLESS SUPPLY 
OF ROCK’N’ROLL MUSIC. 
THROUGHOUT ITS 
HISTORY, THE HARD 
ROCK HAS WORKED 
TIRELESSLY FOR MANY 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SOCIAL ISSUES AND HAVE 
CLEARLY MAINTAINED 
A CHARITABLE 
REPUTATION. 



Love AJI 


Serve AJI 


We are currently looking for three 
special people who have the 
necessary experience, enthusiasm 
and ability to reflect the special 
qualities of this organization. 


GENERAL MANAGER 


5+ years of high volume restaurant 
experience, with a proven track 
record of success. English a must 


HEAD CHEF 


3+ years high volume restaurant 
experience with proven track 
record of success. English a must 


PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER 


Experience a must Commendable 
communication skills. Fluency in 
Arabic and English is required. 

We offer all of the best.top pay, 
three weeks vacation and an 
opportunity to join in the spirit of 
this unique organization and make 
a difference. 


Please fax your CV to: 

Hard Rock Cafe, Amman. 
Attention F.K. - Fax. 683785 
No phone calls please 


AMMAN 
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Peru, rebels resume 
hostage crisis talks 


LIMA I AFP) — Peru’s gov- 
ernment resumed preliminary 
negotiations Saturday with a 
representative of heavily 
armed rebels who arc holding 
72 VIP hostages. 

President Alberto Fujimori’s 
point man in die 60-day-old 
crisis. Domingo Palermo, just 
after 1 1 :U0 u.m. ( 1600 GMT) 

arrived at the negotiating 
venue, a private home across 
lire slrcet from the Japanese 
embassy residence seized by a 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement iMRTAl unit Dec. 
17. 

Tire Marxist- Leninist rebel 
unit’s deputy leader. Roli 
Rojas, has represented the 
guerrillas in tr.c procedural 
talks, first held Tuesday and 
then again Friday. No agenda 
for substantive negotiations 
h; is „.et been approved. 

The guerrilla negotiator was 
again whisked across the 
street in a while Sedan embla- 
zoned with the Red Cross 
insignia tu the same house 
where he has been meeting 
with Mr. Palermo. 

Top rebel leader Nestor 
Cerpn hits heen able to moni- 
tor the meetings from inside 
the Japanese embassy resi- 
dence. Red Cross officials 
said. 

Also on hand Saturday were 
dialogue mediators Canadian 
Ambassador Anthony 

Vincent, a former Foreign 
Ministry anti-terrorism chief, 
and Ayacucho Archbishop 
Juan Luis Cipriani; Red Cross 
facilitator Michel Minnig: and 
Japan’s observer Terusuke 
Tcrada. 

The rebels seized rhe man- 
sion and hostages including 
ambassadors. businessmen 
and Mr. Fujimori' brother, 
seeking to negotiate freedom 
for some 440 of their jailed 
members. Fujimori has reject- 
ed die demand. 

The MRTA also wants the 
president :o soften his belt- 
tightening economic pro- 
grammes which they say hit 
Peru's poor particularly hani 
Half of the country’s 24 mil- 
lion people li\e in poverty. 

Saturdays’ talks were the 
thiol in a series of what medi- 
ators have called preliminary 
discussions aimed at reaching 
an agenda for more concrete 

negotiations. 

Friday. Archbishop Cipriani 
described that day’s talk as 
taking place in “a positive 
atmosphere" and stressed 
mediators “consider that real 
progress has been made." still 


there was no dramatic break- 
through. and the negotiating 
parties had no comment. 

Early Saturday, rebels 
played their anthem over a 
loudspeaker from die resi- 
dence. Police in bullet-proof 
vests packing AKM automatic 
rifles blared back soft, calm 
music. 

The protracted hostage crisis 
is taking on historic dimen- 
sions: late Sunday, it would 
break the record for what is 
believed to have been the 
longest hostage-taking in the 
Americas. 

In 1980, M-19 Colombian 
rebels held 56 captives in the 
Dominican republic’s 

embassy in Bogota for 60 
days. The M-19 commando 
ultimately gave up and left for 
Cuba without its demands 
being met 

Captives include Mr. 
Fujimori's brother, Pedro, 
Peruvian lawmakers and 

judges; Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela, Japan's 
Ambassador Morihisa Aoki, 
and Japanese executives. 

Peru is under pressure from 
Japan to negotiate a swift 
bloodless end to the crisis. 

In Toronto Feb. 1, Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto supported Mr. 
Fujimori and secured a pledge 
from him that he would seek 
to defuse the standoff safely 
with negotiations, unless 
hostages were hurt. Tokyo is 
Peru's leading source of for- 
eign aid. 

In Tokyo Saturday, the 
Japanese government criti- 
cised a television network for 
making radio contact with the 
rebels. Foreign Ministry Press 
Secretary Hiroshi Hashimoto 
said that the contact, made 
using a radio left in the resi- 
dence by one of its reporters 
last month, was “very regret- 
table." 

“In a new stage where 
preparatory talks have started 
it can have a grave influence 
on the course of the dialogue,’’ 
he told reporters. 

Meanwhile, foreign minis- 
ters from Asia and Europe 
demanded in Singapore the 
immediate release of all 
hostages being held here. A 
statement said the ministers 
“strongly condemned the 
criminal act perpetrated by the 
terrorist group," expressed 
solidarity with the Peruvian 
and Japanese governments, 
and “reaffirmed their determi- 
nation not to give in" to ter- 
rorism. 


Sudan denies its planes 
attacked Ugandan town 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Sudan has denied that its 
warplanes attacked a north- 
ern Ugandan town and said 
the Ugandan claims were 
aimed at undermining 
Iranian mediation between 
the countries. 

Ugandan Defence 

Minister Amama Mbabazi 
said eight civilians were 
injured Thursday evening 
when Sudanese aircraft 
twice struck the town of 
Move, about 12 kilometres 
from the tense border. 

A military barracks is 
located in the town. 

Uganda has repeatedly 
accused Sudan of violating 
its airspace. Sudan has 
accused Uganda of aiding 
rebels fighting the govern- 
ment in Khartoum, a charge 
Uganda denies. 

Iran brokered an accord 
under which Uganda and 
Sudan agreed to halt rebel 
activities in each other’s 
territories, but little has 
been done to put the agree- 
ment into action. 

“I strongly deny any 
Sudanese air attack against 
any area in Uganda.” 
Sudan's government 

spokesman. A1 Tayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khair. 
told ihe Arubie-language 
service of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
Friday night. 

“Ugandan authorities usu- 
ally spread such statements 
whenever the Iranian medi- 
ator visits." he added. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hasan Sheikh Ai 
Islam arrived in Khartoum 
late Friday night as part of 
the mediation efforts, the 
London-based daily news- 
paper AI Hayat reported. 

Iran has been mediating 
between the two countries 
since a September visit by 
Iranian President Hushemi 


Rafsanjani. 

Meanwhile, the Alwan 
daily in the Sudanese capi- 
tal Khartoum said Saturday 
that Ethiopia and Eritrea 
were massing troops along 
the Sudanese border. 

Sudan repeatedly has 
accused the two countries 
of involvement in an offen- 
sive launched in January by 
southern Sudanese rebels, 
who have been fighting 
since 1983 for more auton- 
omy for the south's 
Christians and animists. 

Both countries have 
denied it. The rebels are led 
by the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
with backing from the 
National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA), a coali- 
tion of opposition groups 
headquartered in the 
Eritrean capital Asmara. 

A senior south Sudanese 
official said in an interview 
Saturday that his country 
would accept an African 
initiative, especially one led 
by South Africa, to reach 
peace in southern Sudan. 

State Foreign Minister 
Gebriel Rorec told the 
Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) that Khartoum 
“welcomes any initiative to 
end the bloodshed " 

“Sudan will be pleased if 
a sincere initiative is made 
by the African community," 
he said. 

South Africa “is a major 
African nation and its 
leader is an influential per- 
sonality in Africa and 
Sudan will welcome a 
South African role in the 
peace process in south 
Sudan,” he added. 

Sudanese President Omar 
AI Bashir has always been 
careful to inform South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela of developments, 
Mr. Rorec said. 


Several thousand Turkish women gather in the main square of the capital Ankara on Saturday in a protest march against a surge of Islamist activity 
by Prime Minister Neeme ttin Erbakan's Welfare Party. Women's groups and the opposition have accused Mr. Erbakan and his party of frying to chip 
away at Turkey's official secularism with a series of Islamist proposals (Reuters photo) 

Turkish women march against anti-secular moves 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Thousands of women sup- 
porting Turkey's secular system held a protest 
march here Saturday in protest at calls by 
Islamists for the adoption of Sharia (Islamic) 
law. 

The women shouted slogans like “Sharia will 
never prevail in Turkey” and "Turkey will 
remain secular until eternity” as they marched 
towards a central Ankara square. 

“We are marching here to secure a bright future 
for our children. We don’t want them to suffer 
from pressure by the extremists," said Sena! 


Sarihan. head of the contemporary women’s 
association, an umbrella group of women organ- 
isations. 

Tensions flared in Turkey between Islamists 
and secular groups in early February after a con- 
troversial rally in an- Ankara suburb, a stronghold 
of religious extremists, which became the scene 
of calls for the adoption of Sharia. 

At the rally. Iran’s ambassador in Ankara had 
expressed support for efforts by the Islamists to 
bring Sharia to Turkey, causing outrage among 
secular groups. 


On Feb. 4, dozens of army tanks drove through 
the streets of Sincan. where the rally was held, in 
an apparent warning by the secular military 
against the religious extremists. 

The show of force led Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan's pro-lslamic Welfare Party 
to suspend efforts to allow women to wear 
Islamic headscarves at government offices and 
universities. 

Secularism is one of the main tenets of modem 
Turkish society. 


Egypt human rights 
organisation decries 
'massacre' of Copts 


CAIRO (R) — An 
Egyptian human rights 
group on Saturday con- 
demned an attack on a 
church in southern Egypt in 
which 10 young Copts 
were killed and a newspa- 
per said police had detained 
130 people for questioning. 

Police suspect the 
Wednesday massacre, the 
worst attack on Egypt’s 
Christians in almost a year, 
was the work of the mili- 
tant AI Gamaa Ai Islamiya 
(Islamic Group), which has 
been fighting since 1992 to 
turn Egypt into a strict 
Islamic state. 

The government newspa- 
per Akhbar AI Yora said on 
Saturday the Interior 
Ministry had identified four 
gunmen who carried out the 
massacre in Abu Qurqas 
town. 240 kilometres south 
of Cairo. It said police had 
rounded up 130 people for 
questioning. 

The independent 

Egyptian Human Rights 
Organisation (EOHR) 
expressed its “extreme 
condemnation and rejection 
of this horrific crime." 

“By all indications it is a 
base and premeditated 
crime aimed primarily at 
shaking security and the 
ties and harmony between 
Muslims and Copts, there- 
by threatening the state's 
stability." it added in a 
statement. 

EOHR sent a team of 

researchers to Abu Qurqas 
shortly after the attack on a 
youth meeting in a church 
there on Wednesday 
evening. The researchers 


interviewed survivors of the 
attack and witnesses but 
none were able to identify 
the gunmen. 

The group urged the 
authorities to move the peo- 
ple wounded in the attack to 
hospitals in Cairo where 
they could receive better 
care than in the local state 
hospital. 

Police in southern Egypt 
suspect the same gunmen 
who attacked the cuich also 
killed three Coptic 
Christians who were found 
dead in a southern Egyptian 
village on Friday, security 
sources said. 

If the Abu Qurqas killings 
were carried out by Gamaa 
it would be the first time 
Egypt’s militants have 
attacked inside a church. 

Gunmen killed eight 

Christians in a raid on a 
farm near the southern city 
of Assiut in February last 
year but the motive for that 
attack was never clear. 

The Gamaa has attacked 
Christians in southern 

Egypt only sporadically, 
concentrating attacks on 
policemen and suspected 
police informers regardless 
of religion. 

EOHR says 82 Copts 
have been killed in violent 
attacks in Egypt since 1992. 
Copts make up about 10 per 
cent of Egypt’s population. 

More than 1,000 people 
have been killed since the 
Gamaa and other militant 
organisations began their 
armed campaign against the 
Egyptian government in 
1992. 


Britain 

berates 



DUBAI (AP) — A senior 
British official urged Iran 
Saturday to reduce its inter- 
ference in other countries 
and said Tehran “should 
come into the modern 
world." 

Jeremy Hanley, minister of 
state for foreign and 
Commonwealth affairs, said, 
however, that London would 
continue maintaining its 
“critical dialogue with Iran.” 

Mr. Hanley arrived in 
Dubai late Friday as part of a 
tour of Gulf states. 

Washington has accused 
Iran of sponsoring interna- 
tional terrorism and has 
called for its diplomatic iso- 
Jation.Last year, Washin- 
gton enacted legislation that 
seeks to punish any compa- 
ny that invests more than 
$40 million in energy pro- 
jects in Iron. 

Britain has denounced the 
move and is pursuing invest- 
ment opportunities in Iran. 

Mr. Hanley said that 
despite differences, the 
United States and the 
European Union (EU) agree 
that Iran must change. 
France and Germany have 
strong business ties with 
Iran. "We are all determined 
that Iran should come into 
the modem world and 
should reduce some of the 
actions that it has taken, 
(like) interfering in the poli- 
cies of other countries.” Mr. 
Hanley said. He did not elab- 
orate. 


Israeli claims to be 
Albright's relative 


TEL AVIV (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, who said she 
recently discovered her 
Jewish roots, may be sur- 
prised to hear she also has 
Israeli relatives. 

Czech-born Haim Korbel. 
who immigrated to Israel in 
1939 said Saturday he was a 
first cousin of MS. 
Albright’s father Josef and 
had written Ms. Albright’s 
family a letter shortly after 
World War H in an attempt 
to contact relatives that had 
survived the holocausL 

“My father and Josefs 
father were brothers and I 
remember Josefs parents 
very well.” Mr. Korbel said 
in a telephone interview with 
the Associated Press. 

“After the war I received a 
letter from a distant cousin 
who had moved to Brazil 
and it included Josefs 
address in America so I 
wrote him a letter but he 
never wrote back," Mr. 
Korbel said. 

Shortly after Ms. 
Albright's nomination as 
secretaiy of state in 
December, the Washington 
Post uncovered documents 
and established that more 
than a dozen members of her 
family were killed as Jews 
during the holocausL 

Ms. Albright. 59, said she 
knew nothing of it, and that 
the information she had 
received last month about 
her Jewish tools came as “a 
major surprise.” She was 
brought up Roman Catholic, 
and knew little about her 
family's pasL 

"I understood when I 
didn’t receive a reply that 
Josef didn't want to keep in 


touch.” said the 74 year-old 
Korbel who lives in Kfar 
Ruppin. a rural community 
in northern Israel. 

Mr. Korbel. who grew up 
in Brno. Czechoslovakia 

said he last saw Ms. 
Albright’s grandparents — 
his uncle and aunt — short- 
ly before, moving to pre- 
state Israel in 1939. Then, 
Ms. Albright’s father 
brought home his bride-to- 
be to meet the family for the 
first time. 

“I remember Josef and his 
parents very well though we 
didn't meet them many 
times. Prague was far from 
Bron and we saw them once 
a year,” Mr. Korbel said. 

Mr. Korbel said another 
cousin Joseph ina Gruber, 
who is the daughter of Haim 
and Josefs sister, lives in the 
Tel Aviv suburb of 
Givatayim. Gruber came to 
Israel in a transport of 
Jewish youth in the early 
days if the Nazi invasion of 
Czechoslovakia and also 
tried unsuccessfully to con- 
tact Ms. Albright's father 
after the war. 

Mr. Korbel, who only 
recently learned that Ms. 
Albright was the daughter of 
his cousin Josef. said~he was 
proud of his famous relative. 

“It’s a nice feeling to see 
that a relative has achieved 
such successful," he said. 
He added that he’d like to 
meet the secretary of state 
but has no plans to write her. 

“If there is interest on her 

part to renew ties I would be 

happy but I don’t think I'll 
tiy (to write) again 
because... we don’t want to 
force ourselves on her,” Mr. 
Korbel said. 


Bahrain to attend GCC-EU meeting in Doha 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain 
announced on Saturday that iL would 
attend a meeting in Qatar on Monday 
between the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and the European 
Union (EU). despite its long-standing 
territorial dispute with Doha. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
the decision to attend was based on 
“its concern of preserving unity in the 
ranks of Gulf Arab countries” and to 
“favour efforts aimed at improving 
the atmosphere with Qatar.” 

The statement, carried by the offical 
Gulf News Agency, said Bahrain 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Mubarak AI Khalifa would lead 
the delegation to the meeting with EU 
officials on bolstering ties with the 
GCC. 

Monday’s meeting in Doha is to be 


preceded on Sunday by a meeting of 
GCC foreign ministers, made up of 
Kuwait, Oman. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, along with 
Bahrain and Qatar. 

Bahrain angered its GCC partners 
with its unprecedented boycott of a 
summit of the organisation held in 
Doha in December. 

Doha claims sovereignty over the 
Hawar islands held by Manama, 
while Bahrain says it has rights to the 
Qatari region of Zubara. 

Britain on Saturday welcomed 
moves by Bahrain and Qatar to 
improve their relations, saying it 
would bolster cooperation and securi- 
ty in the Gulf region. 

“We warmly welcome the 
announcement that representatives of 
Bahrain and Qatar have met this week 


and will normalise and improve rela- 
tions with them," a Foreign Office 
statement said. 

The statement followed a meeting 
in London on Friday between 
Bahrain’s crown prince and Qatar's 
foreign minister. 

The Foreign Office said that 
Friday’s meeting paved the way for 
Bahrain to attend the Feb. 17 meeting 
in Doha. 

Qatar said meanwhile that the 
deployment later this month of U.S. 
warplanes on its territory was not 
directed at any country in the region, 
in an apparent reference to Iran and 
Iraq. 

“The military cooperation between 
Qatar and the United States is not 
directed against any country in the 
region. Arab or non -Arab, and Qatar's 


policy is clear on this subjecu" said an 
editorial in AI Raya newspaper, which 
reflects the official view. 

“Qatar will remain faithful to its 
nationalist commitments and its 
Islamic membership, and the routine 
deployment of 30 or 300 American 
planes on its territory for training mis- 
sions and military cooperation will 
not change that position,” the paper 
added. 

The Pentagon said last week the 
United States was sending about 30 
planes, including F- 1 5 and F- 1 6 fight- 
ers. to Qatar to support air operations 
to enforce a no-fly zone in southern 
Iraq. 

The air expeditionary force will be 
deployed in late February and stay in 

the the emirate for three months mil 

nary officials said. 


Indian school children 
fined for not 
speaking in English 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
school in New Delhi slapped a 
fine of 100 rupees (neariy $3) 
on some of its students for 
speaking in Hindi. India’s prin- 
cipal language, a newspaper 
reported Saturday. "This is an 
English medium school, and 
parents send their children here 
so that they can speak English 
fluently,” the Indian Express 
quoted Mount Carmel School 
Principal V.K. Williams as say- 
ing. “A language can only be 
learnt through speaking;, and in 
my school students arc not 
allowed to converse in Hindi,” 
he sad. The Express said the 
incident took place Iasi week. 

The principal's action was 
denounced by a city official. “1 
have never heard of such an 
absurd rule. If it actually exists, 
we will advise the school 
authorities to change iL” said 
K.K. Bhasin, director of die 
department of education. 

Arizona jail going to 
the dogs — literally 

PHOENIX (R) — An Arizona 
jail is going to the dogs — and 
the sheriff in these pans would 
not have it any other way. 
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe 
Aipaio said he plans to turn to 
high-tech canine cops to give 
him extra pairs of eyes and ears 
at his ‘lent city” jail in south- 
west Phoenix. Aipaio said he 
would unleash four specially 
trained German shepherd dogs 
equipped with miniature video 
cameras to help keep Libs on 
those residing at the canvas 
facility. “Dogs are a man's best 
friend, everyone knows that” 
said Aipaio. who has a reputa- 
tion for controversial pro- 
grammes such as women chain 
gangs. “But they may not be an 
inmaie’s best friend after we’rc 
finished." 

Brazilian cuts 
off penis of 
ex-wife’s lover 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
jealous Brazilian cut off the 
penis of aman he thought to be 
the lover of his ex-wife, a police 
spokesman said. Raimundo 
Luiz dos Samos severed the 
penis with a blunt knife when 
he arrived at his ex-wife's house 
in POuso Alegre in the state of 
Minas Gerais to pay her alimo- 
ny and found Delmando 
Salvador sleeping next to her in 
her bed the spokesman said 
He said Salvador was taken to a 
hospital and had his penis reat- 
tached but doctors could not say 
whether the operation would be * 
a success. Dos Santos’ ex-wife 
denied being romantically 
involved with Salvador, saying 
he was only a long-time friend 
of the family who arrived at her 
house drunk and asked to take a 
nap. 

Italy group hands 
out Valentine’s 
Day condoms 

L’AQUILA. Italy (R) — An 
Italian family planning group 
handed out 1.5U0 condoms to 
students in a Valentine’s Day 
campaign to promote safe sex, 
but the Roman Catholic church 
condemned the stunL saying 
abstinence was best “It's an 
unusual way not only to pro- 
mote safe sex but also to sup- 
port love between young peo- 
ple based on mutual respect,” 
said Donatella Tellini. head of 
tlw AIED group, us condoms 
were given io high-school stu- 
dents in the central citv of 
L Aquila. But L’Aquilu Bfchop 
Giuseppe Molinari said young 
people would do better to listen 
to teacher; “and know that in 
long run, the hardest 
method, sometimes even 
refusaL pays off" 

Cow carcasses a 
problem? Compost 
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